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GET YOUR APPLICATION 





IN EARLY! 





FALL SEMESTER 
begins September 8 


PREPARE for the Work of God 


BY stupYING the Word of God at Moody Bible Institute! 


CHOOSE FROM EIGHT 
BASIC COURSES: 


General Bible 

Christian Education 
Christian Education—Music 
Jewish Missions 
Missionary 

Missionary Technical 
Pastors Course 

Sacred Music 


Whatever your choice of vocation, 


you'll be able to serve Christ better 






after you've been 
TRAINED FOR THE JOB 
OF CHRISTIAN LIVING at 


At, MBI you'll enjoy true fellowship with a large faculty, who devote 

all of their time to the task of training young people for Christian 

service. As a member of a remarkable Christian community, you’ll feel that 
your individual progress and spiritual growth is a matter of concern 

to every employee in the Institute family. You’ll find a thousand other 
young people in the student body from churches all over America. 


Moody’s tuition-free courses provide an excellent knowledge of the 
entire Bible. They’re planned to ground you firmly in the fundamental 
doctrines of the Christian faith, and — because MBI stresses “doing” 

as well as “hearing” the Word — to give you the best possible experience 
in personal soul-winning and practical Christian work. Students use the 
vast Chicago area with its many churches and institutions as 

a clinical laboratory to obtain valuable experience. 


write ropay for free catalog. Address 
Office of Admissions, Room ET 239 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 


CJ 
Moody Bible Institute 
820 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, PRESENT * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, DEAN 


ACCREDITED IN COLLEGIATE DIVISION BY ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION OF BIBLE INSTITUTES AND BIBLE COLLEGES 

















AVE YOU EVER LONGED 
TO VISIT THE SCENES OF 
THE SAVIOUR’'S LIFE? 


NOW AN EXPERTLY DIRECTED TOUR 
MAKES THIS DREAM COME TRUE 


Have you not cherished in your 
heart the many incidents of our 
Lord’s life on earth and wanted to 
relive them at the very spot, with 
nearly the same kind of people all 
about. Few parts in the world have 
changed so little in 1900 years and 
the changes are mostly the unfold- 
ing of God’s prophecies. Now you 
can actually tread the very paths 
used by Jesus and His Disciples, led 
by one who has made a reverent 
study of their travels and ministries. 


43 Glorious Days 


Sailing June 15th on the fine M.V. Vul- 
cania, our party will combine the carefree 
restful days of a sea trip with the thrill of 
anticipation of seeing many ports and 
scenes of Europe, plus the pilgrimage in 
the Holy Land. 





$1536.00-$1626.00 All 

Expense Tour 
Transportation, meals, transfers, sightsee- 
ing cars and admission, all gratuities ashore 
are included in this low cost. Only ship- 
board tips and personal purchases are not 
included. $1,536.00 is for cabin and 
$1,626.00 is for 1st Class on shipboard. 
All other facilities are identical for all 
party members. 


Directed by American Express 


The world’s largest and finest travel or- 
ganization will conduct this tour, supply- 
ing couriers, cars, good hotels,. best avail- 
able transportation and service. You will 
have no worry as to language, custom or 
arrangements. This is truly a carefree trip 
of a lifetime. 


"In HIS Footsteps Tour” 
ETERNITY Group 


PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


1716 SPRUCE STREET 





THE REV. COULSON SHEPHERD 


The Rev. Coulson Shepherd, well known to 
ETERNITY readers as the founder and direc- 
tor of Message to Israel Incorporated with 
a fine program of winning Jews to Christ, 
will lead our party of devoted Christians. 
Mrs. Shepherd will also accompany the 
group. They are thoroughly familiar with 
the Scriptures and their prophecies and on 
a previous trip spent several weeks visiting 
the scenes and people our party will visit. 
Your faith will be enriched and your life 
in the Scriptures will take on a new 
understanding. 


Christmas and Easter 
Tours Planned 
For those who desire the added thrill of 
being in Shepherds Field on Christmas Eve 
1954 or who want to be 
at the scenes of the Cruci- 
fixion and Resurrection at 
Easter of 1955, special 
parties are now being 
planned. Experienced, quali- 
fied leadership will be sup- 
plied to all parties and will 
offer European extensions. 


I 

| 

| (I will not be able to join this summer tour but am 
| interested in [] the Christmas Tour [] Easter 1955 Tour. 
| 

| 


Southern Europe and 
Egypt Visited 

Before reaching 
the Holy Land 
interesting ship 
stops will be 
made at Lisbon, 
Portugal, Gibral- 
tar, Genoa (with 
time enough for 
a day visit of the 
French Rivera) 
and Naples. Then 
the party will 
have two thrill- 
ing days in Egypt 
with visits to the Pyramids and the Sphinx. 


21 Days Extension to 
Switzerland, France, Holland, 
England available 
Arrangements have been made so that those 
of our party who want to cross Europe 
under the same fine American Express 
Company direction can do so. They will 
leave the party at Genoa and visit many 
scenic wonders across the continent and in 
England. The return is made on the Jux- 
urious R.M.S. Queen Mary reaching New 
York August 15th. The price of this ex- 

tension is only $455.00. 


Space Limited—Act Now 

Only through the facilities of American 
Express Company could such desirable ac- 
commodations be secured. When they are 
reserved it may not be possible to get more. 
Send now for descriptive folder and as 
quickly as possible decide on joining this 
restful, enjoyable trip with Christian com- 
panionship. 





ETERNITY GROUP 
In HIS Footsteps Tour 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 


CJ I am interested in the summer Holy Land Tour—Please 
send descriptive Folder. 
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Pablihers f the Authorized. Keg James Bible since 1675 


Scofield 


REFERENCE 
BIBLE 


created at 
your request 


RED MOROCCO 
CONCORDANCE EDITION 


The popular Large Size Scofield 
Reference Bible (512 x 8%”) is 
now available in a handsome new 
binding as Scofield 187x Red. In 
addition to the Authorized King 
James text and the famous Sco- 
field notes and helps, each of these 
Bibles contains a Concordance, 
Dictionary of Scripture Proper 
Names, Subject Index, 14 colored 
maps and an indexed Atlas. Yet 
these beautiful Ultrathin Oxford 
India Paper editions are only 7%” 
thick. 


187x Red. Morocco, hand grained, 
half circuit, leather lined, round 
corners, gold edges. $20.50 





For those who prefer the Handy 
Size, Scofield 147x is also avail- 
able in a new Red binding. This 
smaller edition (4% x 7 1/16”) 
is a duplicate of 187x Red, and 
contains all of the text, notes, 
and special material found in the 
larger size. It, too, is an Ultrathin 
Oxford India Paper edition, only 
%” thick. 


T47x Red. Handy Size, as 187x 
Red. $18.00 
At Your Bookstore 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue, New York 11 
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PRO AND CON MR. DULLES 
Any so-called Christian magazine that 
has Dulles’ picture on its face has no room 
in our home. It went immediately to the 
incinerator. 
Mrs. H. H. Munro 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Perhaps you take a look at some pieces 
of second-class mail and without turning 
a page dump them in the wastepaper bas- 
ket. That’s what I came very near doing 
a few days ago—a magazine with a pic- 
ture of Dulles on the cover! Just as I 
was about to drop it I saw a word at the 
top—Erternity. No, I do not like the new 
cover—Look, Time, Life, Colliers, Post— 
all have pictures—and now ETERNITY. 

As for Dulles—well, I just can’t imagine 
how you could pick him for man of the 
year. 

Jutra D. Hanson 
Schenectady, N. Y. 


Congratulations on your man of the year. 
Praise the Lord, unlike Time, yours was 
not a Roman Catholic. 

Rosert L. Rose 
Siloam Springs, Ark. 


MORE ON THE COVER 

The January Erernity in its new-old 
cover—symbols to the right of him, sym- 
bols to the left of him—came along De- 
cember 23. Of course, it is attractive look- 
ing—so was the fruit of a certain tree in 
Eden. I am so afraid in your eagerness to 
save, or I should say help save the lost, you 
may compromise with one or all of the 
unholy three. When Paul spoke of using 
all means he surely meant all spiritual 
means (or “weapons, mighty through 
God ...”) 

Auice C. Rosrnson 

Shinnston, W. Va. 


As a subscriber, may I say that I do 
not like the small “e” for Eternity, on 
the cover of the magazine. 


Marte H. WEAVER 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


I must write to express my disappoint- 
ment that the magazine which means so 
much to me should have its name printed 
with a small “e” on the January issue. 
We are aware of the fact that the world 
has adopted this practice but how distress- 
ing to me and I am sure to many others 
of your readers to see Erernity conform- 
ing to this usage. I turned to page 2 and 
even there I read—eternity, magazine of 
Christian truth! 

It doesn’t look right and it hurts! But 
in spite of the foregoing I want to testify 
that the magazine means a great deal to 






me and I pray that Dr. Barnhouse may 
be enabled by God’s grace to continue in 
this wonderful ministry which is helpful 
to so many. 

J. MacGrecor 
Toronto, Can. 


I like your new cover. It’s clean, sharp, 
simple, got class—and different from any- 
thing in the field. 

NAME WITHHELD 
Chicago, III. 


PRAISE FROM GENERAL HARRISON 
I have been taking Eternity and _ its 

predecessor, Revelation, for a good many 
years, and have considered it a very fine 
magazine. Among the Bible teachers 
whose works I have read or to whom I 
have listened on the radio, none have im- 
pressed me more favorably than Dr. Barn- 
house. I have received a great bless'ng 
from his exposition of the Scriptures. I 
have stiidied the Bible considerably myself 
and I am in a position to recognize when 
the Bible teacher really knows what he is 
talking about and when he is faithful to 
the Word of God. 

WitraM K. Harrison, Jr. 

Lieutenant General, U.S.A. 


Office of the Chief of Staff 
Far East Command 

United Nations Command 
Tokyo, Japan 


THANK YOU, DR. COOK 
It is gratifying to see The Christian 
quoted in your magazine—one of the most 
virile evangelical publications of the 
English speaking world (December, Eter- 
NITY). 
CuHartes T. Cook 
Editor 
The Christian 
London, England 


Eternity has learned that Dr. Cook, the 
distinguished editor of The Christian has 
been elected president of Spurgeon’s Col- 
lege in London. He will serve for the 
1954-55 term. Our sincere congratulations! 


AFTER HER HOME BURNED 

Our farm home burned to the ground 
two days before Christmas. Of course we 
think of things that cannot be replaced. 





SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for pastors, personal workers and 
street meetings. Send for samples. 
SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 
Box 164 Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Mention Eternity 
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Be A Thief, But Not A Protestant! 


happened in Spain! A 
boy brought a New 
Testament one day to the 
village priest to be burned. 
Before the priest decided 
to burn it, he thought to 
himself, “It won’t do any 
harm if, for a change, I 
read this Protestant liter- 
ature.” In reading it, the 
Holy Spirit convicted him 
of the Truth that is in 
Christ Jesus and he was 
saved. When the priest 
told his mother the news, 
she replied, “MY SON, 
BE A THIEF, BE A 
DRUNKARD, BEA 
CRIMINAL, BUT NOT 
A PROTESTANT!” 


This, then, is the story 
of Spain; Spain the 
land of churches— 
ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCHES! As one 
travels through this pov- 
erty stricken land, one can 
almost hear the moan of 
its neglected people living 
under the yoke of the 
despotic Romish system. This is Spain, where it 
is said there are only eight to ten thousand 
KNOWN evangelical believers out of a population 
of 28,000,000; and where only one-third of the 
200 evangelical churches in existence are allowed 
to remain open. 


It is a land where to follow Christ means perse- 
cution and possible martyrdom. In a Southern 
Spanish city, some 20 Roman Catholic youths 
entered an evangelical church and attempted to 
BURN THE PASTOR ALIVE! They attacked 
the church building, and forced out the young 
people who were inside with the pastor. But the 
young people of the church fought against their 
attackers and rescued their beloved pastor. In 
spite of their brave defense, the pastor and his 
son were injured and part of the church furniture 
was burned. 


Not long ago, a young ex-priest who had only 
been saved three months received word that his 
mother was seriously ill and that he should return 
home. As he neared his home, a friend warned 
him that his mother was in good health, but that 
some Roman Catholic youth were waiting to 
attack him. Through the warning of his friend, 
he managed to escape. In another instance, a be- 
lieving family was fined 5,000 pesetas ($125.00) 
for conducting a Protestant funeral for their six- 
year-old who had just died. 
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Just one of the 28 million in Spain’ who so des- 
perately need the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


The material need of. 
Spain is as desperate as 
her spiritual need. The 
poverty stricken peas- 
antry, the gypsies, the 
countless beggars, and the 
cave dwellers stun the 
minds and hearts of the 
on-looker. The material 
difficulties of life would be 
somewhat alleviated if the 
masses had freedom of 
worship and of speech. 
But in Spain, this does 
not exist. 


SPAIN NEEDS THE 
BIBLE, THE WORD OF 
THE LIVING GOD. We 
who are privileged to live 
in a land where there is 
true religious liberty, 
should ever be willing to 
share our spiritual bless- 
ings with those in other 
lands, such as Spain, 
where religious liberty is 
denied. 

It is the earnest desire 
of the European Evangel- 
istic Crusade to give the 
Spanish people the Gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, through the distribution 
of Bibles, New Testaments and Christian litera- 
ture. We need YOUR prayers and YOUR support 
in this important soul saving ministry. 


HELP US TO GIVE THEM THE TRUTH— 
THE TRUTH SHALL SET THEM FREE 


PLEASE ADDRESS ALL GIFTS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO: 











t 

I (the Bible for Spain) 1 
I Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. I 
I EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
1 Member Mission .F.M.A. 
| 811 Westview Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
I 
| Dear Sir: 
| With a glad and willing heart I enclose @............... 
| to help bring the Gospel to Spain. 
i RTE, ae Sc 2 eee 
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! Gwe... eee | ee ES 
OS A A ES RT we es ES ES 

3 








But there is one Erernity number I do 
thope I can get replaced. The one that had 
the story in about the Thule air base. Just 
now I do not remember the month. If 
there is any change left, use it for mis- 
sions. Hope I can give more for missions 


in the future. Mrs. B. L. BEECE 
New Providence, Iowa 


PUSEY AND HARRY WHITE 

It is interesting to note—and somewhat 
contradictory—that Harry Dexter White 
. : taught economics at Lawrence College, 
(opening theme of The Bible Study Hour) Appleton, Wisconsin, about which former 
President Nathan M. Pusey said (accord- 
ing to your editorial in December ETEr- 


The Bible Study Hour is precious nity, “Harvard’s New Look”) “was | 








founded and is still really motivated on 


le, 
to many souls for many different reasons: the principle that God is the central fact 
in our universe.” . : | 
SHUT-INS receive a blessing from the sound Bible teach- C. Micuag, Ware 
P +e College Avenue Baptist Church 
ing ministry of Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse. Fort Worth, Texas 





MEMBERS of churches in which the Gospel is not preached ; 
feed upon the undiluated Word as taught on The Bible Speaking 


Study Hour. 


TRAVELERS. Those who must work or travel on Sun- Engagements 


days can tune in to this Bible-centered broadcast where 




















they are. 
MEL DIBBLE 
CHRISTIANS everywhere WITHIN RADIO RANGE of The Evangelist 
Bible Study Hour broadcasts gain spiritually as they learn sil ee A ei es 
to understand and study the Word of God. are through (‘—Linden Baptist 
Y Church, Columbus, Ohio; March 10 
Help to continue this ministry and expand it into un- through 12— California Community 
reached areas. Be a PARTNER with Dr. Barnhouse eee oa He “eo = 
through regular month iving. throug aivary Baptist Uhure 
ug ly giving Lexington, Kentucky; March 22 
PRAY « LISTEN « SUPPORT ~ TELL See ee ae Sen, See 
ilton, Ohio. 
Kilo- Kilo- 
Location Station cycles Time Location Station cycles Time ROBERT R. FRITSCH 
dloh Birminch WSGN 610 2:007 Oklahoma Tulsa KFMJ 1050 =9:30* E > " . 
Dothan WAGF 1320 3:00+ Oregon Portland KPOJ 1330 8:30* meritus Professor, English Bible 
Arizona Tucson KCNA 580 4:30 Penna. Carlisle WHYL 960 2:30¢ Muhlenberg College 
2 oe | Philadelphia are eee cast as W 
California _ Los Angel KF : : _Wi : 
ifor co fagie §=6EETD 0m tan 2 — a 2 indsor Avenue Bible 
Wasco KWSO 1050 2:307 Pittsburgh KDKA 1020 8:30* urch, Oceanside, Long Island; 
a ee 8 ee Ee engl om 
ist. oO; . a on 7 t. 3 E> : 
Florida Miami WMIE 1140 2:307 Johnson City WJHL 910 2:00t terian Church, Allentown, Penna.; 
&. Peabo — - Ee | ‘ aah we 4 - March 28 through 31—State Street 
G i Atlanta 7 ‘exas ‘01 o 3 . 
fetta Fort Wayne WOWO 1190 9:30* Marlin KMLW 1010 3:007 Methodist Church, Camden, N. J. 
— EFCO ime 1a0f Virginia «= Richmond «= WEVA 1180130 RALPH L. KEIPER 
I q 01 F 
— Waterloo KNWS 1090 1:00} Roanoke WSLS - 610 1:30+ ~" 
Maryland _—Baltimore WCAO 600 8:30* Washington Seattle KVI 570 9:307 Book Review Editor 
Mass. Boston WBZ 1030 3:30 West Va. Bluefield WKOY 1240 9:00} Eternity 
Michigan Big Rapids WBRN 1460 8:00* Charleston WTIP 1240 1:007 Professor 
Gund Rigtts WHE tee nant Philadelphia Bible Institute 
Mis Mi poli WTCN 1280 4:00 Bermuda Pembroke ZBM 1240 «46:007 
Missouri Kansas City WHB 710 8:30* 7. ~ San Jose TIFC 995 10:30+ March 7, 21, 28—Temple Baptist 
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For your Radio Partner Card write: a A. MIEROP 


Philadelphia Bible Institute 


March 7 through 10—Centenary 
Church, Biglerville, Penna.; March 11 
through 13—Bible Conference, Car- 
lisle, Penna.; March 20—Schuylkill 
Valley Youth Rally, Norristown, 
Penna.; March 21—Canton Baptist 
Church, Canton, N. J.; March 31— 
Union Tabernacle Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Penna. 
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NOW AND LATER 

The leading article in this issue, the 
Tomorrow feature entitled, “The Nature 
of Our Danger,” does not carry a by- 
line. That is in keeping with the normal 
policy of Ererntry that all unsigned ma- 
terial is by the Editor. 

In this instance, however, the article 
rightly should bear the name of the 
Editor and his older son, Donald Grey 
Barnhouse, Jr., who after the first draft 
was written conferred with his father. 
He proceeded, as his father says, to 
“blast the logic” in some spots and then 
“took a mass of paternal buckshot and 
molded it into a rifle bullet of heavy 
caliber.” 

Donald, Jr., after schooling in America, 
France, Germany and England, was 
graduated from Harvard University. 
Fighting off the call of the ministry, the 
son engaged in scientific study for a time 
in the graduate school of the University 
of Pennsylvania. Later when the call 
was more fully acknowledged, there 
followed a year in Germany and the 
Holy Land for more German and He- 
brew, and now he is a student at Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary. In a little 
more than a year, Donald will be ready 
for whatever the Lord directs him to do. 

It is the earnest hope of the Editors 
that there will be many opportunities 
in the future for the son to have a share 
in the ministry of Ererntry. 

It may not be amiss to add that one of 
the book reviews in this issue is the 
work of the Editor’s younger son, David, 
who is now completing his training in 
medicine and is looking forward to serv- 
ice on the foreign mission field. We shall 
hope, whenever his duties in medicine 
permit, to hear from David again. 

R.T.H. 


A growing number of friends are great- 
ly helping the ministry of Eternity by 
sending us clippings from the current is- 
sues of their local or regional newspapers. 
As a result of this cooperation ETERNITY’s 
news section has been able to report events 
well in advance of other periodicals. 

(Continued on page 42) 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


@ February 28 through March 5— 
Houston, Texas; March 7 through 12— 
First Presbyterian Church, San Antonio, 
Texas; March 14 through 19—Chattan- 
eoga Bible Institute (to be held in First 
Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee); March 28 through April 2—Bible 
Conference, Sarasota, Florida. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
(Rev. 1:5, 6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, Portable Church Services and Evangelical Films to His everlasting glory. 


dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HE ward door of our hospital in Central Tanganyika 
flew open. 
“Bwana,” cried the tall African with a spear in his 
hand, “he’s stabbed! He’s stabbed!!” 

I was listening to the chest of a small boy. The 
stethoscope in my ears stopped me from hearing clearly 
what the newcomer said. I removed the earpiece in time 
to hear Sechelela, the head nurse, say: 

“You can’t come into the ward like that. How dare 
you interrupt the Bwana when he is at work!” 

“But,” panted the African, “but Simba’s stabbed! He’s 
right over there.” In a high-pitched voice he indicated 
the direction he meant. “Bwana, he’s in the village of 
M’bovu. It is a matter of great danger. They think that 
he will die.” 

“Hongo,” said Sechelela, “who stabbed him?” 

“Quietly, everybody,” I said. “Kefa, go and get me 
the emergency surgical kit, the one that’s on the second 
shelf of the operating room cupboard. Daudi, a sterilized 


6 Wheat a privilege it is to be a believer 





Jungle Doctor | 


THIS IS THE FIRST INSTALLMENT 
OF AN EXCITING AFRICAN 
ADVENTURE STORY BY A 
FORMER MEDICAL MISSIONARY 


Paul White 


syringe and a bottle of morphia; also the bag for anaes- 
thetics. Samson, make sure that we have nzeg-nzeg— - 
the stretcher.” 
They hurried off to get the necessities for a jungle 
emergency. I picked up my pith helmet and walked 
out of the ward. 
“Sechelela, I will come back later in the day and 
finish this work. Give that child the medicine I have 
written in the book. Also...” 
At that moment Perisi appeared in front of me. 
“Bwana,” she cried, “have you heard the news? They 
have stabbed my husband, Simba! Behold, he went over 
to the village of M’bovu to speak the words of God. He 
knew that the Chief there had no joy in hearing them. 
He had heard that there would be words of anger but, 
behold, he went, and yah, Bwana, they say he is 
stabbed and perhaps even now he lies dying in that 
evil place!” 
I turned to the old African senior nurse and the young 
African wife. 
“There is one most constructive thing we can do, here 
and now, and that is to tell God about it, to ask for 
His help.” 
So with bent heads, on the veranda of a hospital not 
far from the Equator in Central Africa, we talked to 
God in Chigogo, the local language, and asked Him for j 
clear minds and heads in the matters of ordinary 
medicine and surgery, and for the supernatural help 
promised to those who have become members of His 
family and have lived their lives on His terms. | 
Daudi and Kefa converged upon where we were | 
standing, laden with the emergency equipment. Samson 
had the car at the gate. We jumped aboard and drove as | 
fast as we could over the appalling road that led through 
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a swamp, through a grove of baobab trees, through the 
tightly matted thornbush jungle to a sinister village 
where the words mahala matitu—black magic—were 
frequently mentioned in a whisper. Witchcraft was 
prevalent and its effects well known. The Chief hirnself 
would have nothing to do with the hospital on the hill, 
expressing his hostility by putting every sort of 
stumbling block in the way of our activities and by 
doing insulting things in a subtle way. Until now he 
had stopped short of actual violence. 

Involuntarily I ducked my head as we swung under- 
neath the limb of a gaunt baobab tree, a limb that 
reached out at you like the hand of a skeleton. Behind 
that tree was a large African house which seemed to 
cower back in the thick thornbush. In front of it 
stalked ominously a vulture. Daudi felt me shudder. 

“Heh, Bwana, this is an evil place. It is the house of 
the witch doctor, Ng’oma.” 

“There is much that happens in this village,” said 
Samson, “that comes straight from the mind of Shaitani, 
the devil.” 

I swung the wheel hard round, and we came through 
another baobab grove into the village, a_ village 
strangely silent. At this hour of the day the women 
normally would be preparing the midday meal. Fires 
were burning; there were great bowls half full of 
pounded grain, baskets used to separate husks from 
corn, great clay pots with porridge simmering in them, 
but the only sign of life was a mangy dog scratching 
itself in the shade. 

I pulled up outside the Chief’s house, got out and 
called, “Hodi—May I come in?” 

There was silence, eerie silence. Then from a door- 
way further down the building came an old man. I 
went over to him. 

“Mbukwa, mbukwa—Good-day, Great One. I would 
have words with the Chief.” 

“Uh?” said the old man, putting his hand to his ear 
in the way of deaf people. 

I raised my voice. “I would have words with the 
Chief.” 

“Uh?” said the old man in a voice that could have 
been heard for half a mile. 

Daudi roared, “The Bwana wants to see M’bovu, the 
Chief. He has words to say to him.” 

“Ohhh,” said the old man nodding, “Hongo, come with 
me.” 

He moved off in the direction of the witch doctor’s 
house, shuffling slowly. . 
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“Bwana,” Daudi spoke quickly, “when ndege, the 
bird, wishes to draw your attention away from her nest, 
does she not flutter as though with a broken wing, 
hoping that you will follow, and behold, her nest 
remains safe? This is an old trick.” 

I felt inclined to agree with him, all the more so when 
I saw the dog moving along the side of the house and 
taking a lively interest in a dark stain that seemed to 
be oozing through the mud wall. Stooping to do up 
my shoelace as we came level with this spot, I realized 
at once that that slow-moving stain was blood, and as I 
tied the knot a plan flashed into my mind. 

“Daudi, Kefa, Samson, back into the car smartly, be 
ready for anything.” 

I gripped the wheel and contrived to point the back 
bumper bar in such a way that when suddenly and 
unexpectedly I took my foot off the clutch in reverse 
gear the car leapt back, bursting open the mud and 
wicker-work wall of the hut and tearing a great hole 
in the roof. 

“Yah!” said Daudi. “Bwana, you've. . .” 

“No words, Daudi. Get into that house and help me 
get Simba out.” 

He and Kefa leapt clear. Samson was a yard behind 
me. 

My finger on the button of a flashlight showed us the 
figure of a man lying huddled on the floor in the murk 
of that mud hut. From within the house eerily echoed 
the alarm signal of the local tribe. Again and again it 
echoed. There was the patter of bare feet and the grunt 
of anger as someone bumped against a hard object. My 
light shone on shining skin and the twinkle of the bright 
blade of a spear. I swung.the beam of light on the tense 
faces of tribesmen and then up the long wall that 
flanked the Chief’s cow-yard. The place was crammed 
with people. They stood there in tense silence, a silence 
that you could feel, a silence completely ominous. In 
the distance came the alarm cry again, and then a 
horrible chuckle that made my flesh creep. 


(Continued on page 58) 
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In this penetrating article you'll find a pointed discussion 


of Communism and Anti-Communism; the Roman Catholic Church; 


McCarthyism; the Presbyterian Letter; and indication of 


why the American Council of Churches gets so much publicity 


The Nature of Our Danger 


AMERICA’S GREATEST PERIL: ABSOLUTISM 


Christianity is the good news that man is not on his 
own, that God is in control, that He is the only and 
sovereign absolute, and that He was in Christ reconcil- 
ing the world unto Himself. Any organization or sys- 
tem of thought that sets up another absolute or claims 
itself to be absolute, is setting up a false God. Abso- 
lutism is the great enemy of Christianity, and today it 
menaces our country in many forms. Communism is 
absolutism, teaching that right and truth are measured 
by conformity to the Party and the Party line. The 
Roman Catholic system is absolutism, teaching that the 
sayings of the Pope “ex cathedra” are infallible and 
absolutely authoritative. There is also pojitical abso- 
lutism, familiar in the shape of dictatorships, but repre- 
sented also even in this country at times, notably by 
Huey Long and his Louisiana machine a few years ago. 
In this sort of system the will of one man is absolutized, 
and conformity is enforced as strictly as his power will 
allow and as widely as his influence can reach. 

The uninformed may laugh at the idea that the United 
States is in danger of being taken over by any abso- 
lutism, but that is exactly what thoughtful men and 
women are fearing, and that is exactly what is being 
prepared for us by sinister forces. We must awaken our 
discernment, and love God so much that we will hate 
the false gods of absolutism, and learn to recognize it 
in any form. For the absolutism that is most to be 
feared in our country is not that which is the most 
talked about, but that which prepares in the shadows, 
and which could come to power in our country as easily 
as Nazism swept Germany. The half-truth twisted into 
the big lie was the weapon Hitler used to seize control 
in Germany. Ever speaking loudly against the danger 
of Communistic absolutism, Hitler prepared his own 
absolutism, and led his country to guilt and destruction. 


What Is Our Danger? 
Anyone can see the danger of a Communist absolut- 
ism in the world today. That force covers more than 
one sixth of the land surface of the globe, and dominates 
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a fourth of the earth’s population. Less publicized is 
the fact that Roman Catholicism is stronger, and a 
greater danger in our nation today, than it has been 
at any time in our history. As for political absolutism, 
in our headlines these days we can find with no trouble 
the names of men whose ambitions for personal power 
and glory make them dangerous as potential “strong 
men.” Which of the three is our greatest danger in 
America today? 


Light from Bible Prophecy 

According to Bible prophecy, Communism will not 
rise in the Western world. Through the years the Editor 
has affirmed that Communism will not dominate in Italy 
or in France, even when sober political analysts have 
trembled lest the Communists carry an Italian election. 
The over-all prophetic picture is one of religious, rather 
than atheistic, absolutism. This seems reasonable as far 
as Communism in America is concerned, in the light of 
our unparalleled economic prosperity. If Communism 
were the primary danger in our land, this writer would 
stand with anyone in fighting it, knowing that our 
temporary ally might be planning im the midst of the 
battle how he would suppress us when it was over. 
What is more likely to happen is that Protestants will 
have to stand with men of all colors of the political 
rainbow, from conservative blue all the way through 
several shades of pink (though never with Com- 
munists), against a politico-religious absolutism. This 
coalition is being built by the Jesuits behind the scenes 
in America today. The Roman Catholics, and particu- 
larly the order within that organization known as the 
Jesuits, have a far greater danger potential than any 
other form of absolutism that is on our horizon. 


Comment by an Objective Observer 
The Christian Science Monitor is one of the most 
respected newspapers of the world, for fair presentation 
of the news, and Joseph C. Harsch is one of its top 
reporters. He is a graduate of Williams College and 
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Cambridge University. He has served as correspondent 
in Rome and Berlin, headed the Washington News 
Bureau, and been a news commentator on coast-to- 
coast radio. On November 10, 1953, the Monitor car- 
ried an article by Mr. Harsch which was deemed of 
sufficient importance to rate a six-column headline on 
the front page. It told of the new outbreak of contro- 
versy between the Roman Church and the Church of 
England, which has recently flamed after many years 
of uneasy truth. In commenting, Mr. Harsch wrote, 
“Plainly, something lies behind all this which has not 
yet broken through the inhibitions of the truce period. 
This reporter is not currently informed of the specific 
matters which prompted the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to rejoin the old issue between Protestant and Roman 
Catholic in Britain, but it is possible to report a bit more 
of the background of the issue in the United States than 
has yet appeared widely in public print. 

“While the facts are not available in full, enough 
information has been gathered in Protestant circles to 
make it clear that the activities of Senator Joseph R. 
McCarthy, of Wisconsin have had the incidental effect, 
whether accidental or intentional, of increasing the 
proportion of Roman Catholics to Protestants employed 
in the public service. 

“Government officials, seeking to protect their depart- 
ments and bureaus from McCarthy attacks, have in- 
creasingly resorted to the practice of employing Roman 
Catholics as security and personnel officers. This ap- 
pears to provide immunity from attack. The sequel is 
that the proportion of Roman Catholics included in 
dismissals is low and the proportion of Protestants high. 

“Inquiries by this reporter have failed to find a single 
Roman Catholic among officials dismissed from the 
State Department. A Protestant compilation of dismis- 
sals from the Foreign Operations Administration indi- 
cates that 80 per cent of all dismissals are Protestant 
and that many of the 20 per cent of dismissed Roman 
Catholics were subsequently ‘reabsorbed’ into the 
service.” , 
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The Real Target of Some Anti-Communists 

Already these disclosures by Mr. Harsch are aston- 
ishing, but his conclusion should cause everyone to 
think very deeply about this attitude toward what is 
done in the name of anti-Communism. For under cover 
of anti-Communism many strange things are being done 
to the liberties of our way of life. Mr. Harsch says, 
“If the present trend were to continue, Roman Catholics, 
who are a minority of the American population, would 
become the majority of Federal employees. It is the 
implication of this possibility which is stirring among 
the Protestant communities. They see in it a possibility 
that the open Roman Catholic attack on Communism 
spearheaded by Senator McCarthy actually is directed 
as much against Protestantism at home as it is against 
the Kremlin abroad; even that Roman Catholic fervor 
against Communism may turn out in the end to be 
primarily a vehicle for an assault on Protestantism.” 

Not all who fly the anti-Communist flag are working 
for liberty. Some are aiming their ultimate attack 
against freedom of religion. What makes this particu- 
larly dangerous is that few Americans see this camou- 
flaged attack, and fewer dare speak out against it for 
fear of being called pro-Communist. In many circles 
in our country today a man can get away with anything 
if he shouts anti-Communist slogans. He may be a liar, 
immoral or a fascist; everything is condoned so long 
as he vociferates against Communism. Men who 
recognize and expose this dangerous brand of anti- 
Communist are doing America a service. Further evi- 
dence must be gathered and all the facts must be 
brought out before the public gaze. 


The Roman Catholics and the F.B.I. 

The Editor would like to contribute two facts to the 
evidence. The first is the staggering figure obtained 
from a highly placed person in the Department of 
Justice that SEVENTY-SEVEN PER CENT OF ALL AGENTS OF 
THE F.B.I. are Now Roman Caruotics. It has often been 
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The Christian Hope 





are many reasons why the modern Christian 
[2 even the modern theologian may hesitate to 
give to the doctrine of Christ’s Second Coming that 
emphasis which was usually laid on it by our ancestors. 
Yet it seems to me impossible to retain in any recogniz- 
able form our belief in the divinity of Christ and the 
truth of the Christian revelation while abandoning, or 
even persistently neglecting, the promised, and threat- 
ened, return. “He shall come again to judge the quick 
and the dead,” says the Apostles’ Creed. “This same 
Jesus,” said the angels in Acts, “shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” “Here- 
after,” said our Lord Himself (by those words inviting 
crucifixion) “shall ye see the Son of Man .. . coming 
in the clouds of heaven.” If this is not an integral part 
of the faith once given to the saints, I do not know 
what is. 

In the following pages I shall endeavor to deal with 
some of the thoughts that may deter modern men from 
a firm belief in, or a due attention to, the return or 
second coming of the Saviour. I have no claim to speak 
as an expert in any of the studies involved, and merely 
put forward the reflections which have arisen in my 
own'mind and have seemed to me (perhaps wrongly) 
to be helpful. They are all submitted to the correction 
of wiser heads. 

The grounds for modern embarrassment about this 
doctrine fall into two groups, which may be called the 
theoretical and the practical. I will deal with the 
theoretical first. 


Reaction to an Overemphasis 

Many are shy of this doctrine because they are react- 
ing (in my opinion very properly reacting) against a 
school of thought which is associated with the great 
name of Dr. Albert Schweitzer. According to that 
school, Christ’s teaching about His own return and the 
end of the world—what theologians call His “apo- 
calyptic”’—was the very essence of His message. All 





@ Because of the approaching second assembly of the 
World Council of Churches next August in Evanston, Illi- 
nois, with its theme, “The Christian Hope,” the editors felt 
this article was most significant and deserved wider atten- 
tion. To U. S. theologians who have scoffed at the teaching 
by conservative Bible teachers of a literal and personal 
return of Christ, this viewpoint by a respected British 
writer must come as a rude awakening. 
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His other doctrines radiated from it; His moral teach- 
ing everywhere presupposed a speedy end of the 
world. If pressed to an extreme, this view, as I think 
Chesterton said, amounts to seeing in Christ little more 
than an earlier William Miller who created a local 
“scare.” I am not saying that Dr. Schweitzer pressed it 
to that conclusion: but it has seemed to some that his 
thought invites us in that direction. Hence, from fear 
of that extreme, arises a tendency to soft-pedal what 
Schweitzer’s school has overemphasized. 

For my own part I hate and distrust reactions not 
only in religion but in everything. Luther surely spoke 
very good sense when he compared humanity to a 
drunkard who, after falling off his horse on the right, 
falls off it next time on the left. I am convinced that 
those who find in Christ’s apocalyptic the whole of His 
message are mistaken. But a thing does not vanish— 
it is not even discredited—because someone has spoken 
of it with exaggeration. It remains exactly where it was. 
The only difference is that if it has recently been 
exaggerated, we must now take special care not to 
overlook it; for that is the side on which the drunk 
man is now most likely to fall off. 


True or False 

The very name “apocalyptic” assigns our Lord’s 
predictions of the second coming to a class. There are 
other specimens of it: the Apocalypse of Baruch, the 
Book of Enoch, or the Ascension of Isaiah. Christians 
are far from regarding such texts as Holy Scripture, 
and to most modern tastes the genre appears tedious 
and unedifying. Hence there arises a feeling that our 
Lord’s predictions, being “much the same sort of thing,” 
are discredited. The charge against them might be put 
either in a harsher or a gentler form. The harsher form 
would run, in the mouth of an atheist, something like 
this: “You see that, after all, your vaunted Jesus was 
really the same sort of crank or charlatan as all the 
other writers of apocalyptic.” The gentler form, used 
more probably by a modernist, would be like this: 
“Every great man is partly of his own age and partly 
for all time. What matters in his work is always that 
which transcends his age, not that which he shared with 
a thousand forgotten contemporaries. We value Shake- 
speare for the glory of his language and his knowledge 
of the human heart, which were his own; not for his 
belief-in witches or the divine right of kings, or his 
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failure to take a daily bath. So with Jesus. His belief 
in a speedy and catastrophic end to history belongs to 
Him not as a great teacher but as a first-century Pales- 
tinian peasant. It was one of His inevitable limitations, 
best forgotten. We must concentrate on what distin- 
guished Him from other first-century Palestinian peas- 
ants, on His moral and social teaching.” 

As an argument against the reality of the second 
coming this seems to me to beg the question at issue. 
When we propose to ignore in a great man’s teaching 
those doctrines which it has in common with the thought 
of his age, we seem to be assuming that the thought 
of his age was erroneous. When we select for serious 
consideration those doctrines which “transcend” the 
thought of his own age and are “for all time,” we are 
assuming that the thought of our age is correct: for of 
course by thoughts which transcend the great man’s age 
we really mean thoughts that agree with ours. Thus 
I value Shakespeare’s picture of the transformation in 
old Lear more than I value his views about the divine 
right of kings, because I agree with Shakespeare that 
a man can be purified by suffering like Lear, but do not 
believe that kings (or any other rulers) have divine 
right in the sense required. When the great man’s views 
do not seem to us erroneous we do not value them the 
less for having been shared with his contemporaries. 
Shakespeare’s disdain for treachery and Christ’s bless- 
ing on the poor were not alien to the outlook of their 
respective periods; but no one wishes to discredit them 
on that account. No one would reject Christ’s apo- 
calyptic on the ground that apocalyptic was common in 
first-century Palestine unless he had already decided 
that the thought of first-century Palestine was in that 
respect mistaken. But to have so decided is surely to 
have begged the question; for the question is whether 
the expectation of a catastrophic and divinely ordered 
end of the present universe is true or false. 


The Humanity of Jesus 


But there is worse to come. “Say what you like,” we 
shall be told, “the apocalyptic beliefs of the first Chris- 
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tians have been proved to be false. It is clear from the 
New Testament that they all expected the second com- 
ing in their own lifetime. And, worse still, they had a 
reason, and one which you will find very embarrassing. 
Their Master had told them so. He shared, and indeed 
created, their delusion. He said in so many words, ‘this 
generation shall not pass till all these things be done.’ 
And He was wrong. He clearly knew no more about 
the end of the world than anyone else.” 

It is certainly the most embarrassing verse in the 
Bible. Yet how teasing also, that within fourteen words 
of it should come the statement “But of that day and 
that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.” 

The facts, then, are these: that Jesus professed Him- 
self (in some sense) ignorant, and within a moment 
showed that He really was so. To believe in the incar- 
nation, to believe that He is God, makes it hard to 
understand how He could be ignorant; but also makes 
it cestain that, if He said He could be ignorant, then 
ignorant He could really be. For a God who can be 
ignorant is less baffling than a God who falsely pro- 
fesses ignorance. The answer of theologians is that the 
God-Man was omniscient as God, and ignorant as Man. 
This, no doubt, is true, though it cannot be imagined. 
Nor indeed can the unconsciousness of Christ in sleep 
be imagined, nor the twilight of reason in His infancy; 
still less His merely organic life in His mother’s womb. 
But the physical sciences, no less than theology, propose 
for our belief much that cannot be imagined. 

A generation which has accepted the curvature of 
space need not boggle at the impossibility of imagining 
the consciousness of incarnate God. In that conscious- 
ness the temporal and the timeless were united. I think 
we can acquiesce in mystery at that point, provided 
we do not aggravate it by our tendency to picture the 
timeless life of God as, simply, another sort of time. 
We are committing that blunder whenever we ask how 
Christ could be at the same moment ignorant and 
omniscient, or how He could be the God who neither 

(Continued on page 46) 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


TORCHBEARERS 

From Nairobi, it is reported that 
Christian tribesmen belonging to a 
society called Torchbearers, which 
is pledged to fight terrorist Mau 
Mau, have reaffirmed their oath to 
“*be loyal to God and always to do 
right in His eyes,’’ at a service held 
in the Church of Goodwill which 
stands at the foot of the Aberdare 
Mountains where the Mau Mau have 
their strongholds. 

The Torchbearer society was 
formed six months ago by four 
Africans, and now numbers 408 
Kikuyus, most of whom are clerks 
working in isolated villages and in 
constant danger from Mau Mau. 
The members of the society wear a 
little round brass badge which has 
become known as ‘‘the brass badge 
ef courage,’’ for it identifies the 
wearer as an enemy of the Mau 
Mau, and makes him a marked man. 
A leader in the society is David 
Waruhiu, the son of a Kikuyu chief 
who was murdered by the Mau Mau 
terrorists. 


CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP IN AFRICA 


Thousands of Kenyan children 
chanted hymns beneath the snows 
of Kilimanjaro as Silvanus Kaaya, 
a former Lutheran Mission boy, be- 
came the first Christian chief of the 
Wameru tribe of Tanganyika. En- 
thusiasm reached a high pitch as 
Chief Sylvanus, in a cloak of leopard 
skin and a headdress of black and 
white colobus monkey skins, re- 
ceived his emblems of authority—a 
heavy club and a fly swatter. 

There can be no doubt of the 
great importance of events like this 
in the steady growth of Christian 


12 


PSALM 103:19 


influence in the midst of African 
tribesmen. Where there is Christian 
leadership there cannot be . Com- 
munist leadership. The danger of 
Communism is a thousand times 
greater in tribal Africa than it is in 
our country. 


PROTESTANTS 

The growth of Protestantism in 
Brazil is one of the great phenomena 
of our generation. In the 1930 
census 690,527 Brazilians described 
themselves as Evangelicals. In the 
1950 census the figure was 1,657,524. 
By today the Evangelical constitu- 
ency has passed the two million 
mark. Communicant membership 
exceeds half a million, as does the 
number attending Sunday school. 
As there are only five million prac- 
ticing Roman Catholics the figures 
are even more impressive. Evan- 
gelicals have increased 300% in 20 
years, more than twelve times the 
rate of population growth. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC STATISTICS 

The latest figures on Roman 
Catholicism in England have re- 
cently been issued by ecclesiastical 
authorities. The Roman population 
of England, Wales and the Channel 
Islands numbers 2,939,900. This is 
an increase of 61,500 over the pre- 
vious year. The number of priests 
increased by 21 to a total of 4,317. 
The number in religious orders in- 
creased by 36, to a total of 2,483. 
There were 35,825 Romanist mar- 
riages, 49 less than the year before, 
and 11,532 conversions of Protes- 
tants and others who turned to 
Rome. There are 2,161 schools in 
which there are 500,086 pupils. 





JAPANESE BAPTISTS 


At the close of the war there were 
less than 1,000 Baptists in Japan’s 
sixteen Baptist churches. Now the 
Japan Baptist convention includes 
55 congregations with 7,000 mem-. 
bers of whom 1,080 were baptized 
last year. 


CHRISTIANITY IN EGYPTIAN SCHOOLS 

It is reported that courses in 
Christianity are soon to be com- 
menced in government-run schools 
in Egypt, and that Bible lessons 
and, Christian ethics are to be taught 
to Christian students by regular 
government-paid teachers. This is 
the latest of several moves which 
President Mohammed Naguib’s re- 
gime has made to eradicate religious 
discrimination. Text books for 
Christian classes are to be published 
by the government press, and the 
curriculum and textual material 
have been prepared by a committee 
consisting of Coptic, Orthodox and 
Evangelical churchmen. 

We may wonder how much of 
essential Christianity can stay in a 
sieve with so large a mesh, but can 
rejoice that anything is set forth in 
the intellectual capital of the Mos- 
lem world. 


THE CHURCH IN HUNGARY 

In view of the fact that there 
will be strong efforts made to slan- 
der Hromadka of Hungary, and 
other delegates to the World Coun- 
cil of Churches from behind the 
Iron Curtain, the report of Pastor 
Martin Niemoeller on life in Hun- 
gary is very pertinent. He spent 
two weeks in Hungary as a guest 
of the Reformed and Lutheran 
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Churches. He was particularly in- 
terested in theological training in 
Hungary and said that he was most 
favorably impressed by its high 
standard. 

After visiting the theological col- 
lege at Debrecen, Pastor Niemoeller 
declared: ‘‘One thing has certainly 
become clear to me through my 
visit to the theological school, to the 
Debrecen chureh and to the house 
of the churechwarden: it is not true 
that there is an attempt in this 
country to isolate the church as in 
a ghetto. All signs indicate that the 
Hungarian Evangelical Church has 
many common bonds with the peo- 
ple, and it is closely interlinked with 
town and village life.’’ 


INDOCTRINATION IN CHINA 

Reports that have filtered out 
from China to Hong Kong tell of 
the continued attempt to force 
Christians into the Communist party 
line. A ‘‘ United Church of Peking’’ 
has been organized by the Com- 
munists, and all Protestant pastors 
and church officers have been or- 
dered to take training in the Com- 
munist line. Four Chinese pastors, 
an Episcopalian, a Baptist and two 
Methodists, are said to have been 
sent to Changsha for this indoc- 
trination. 


JAPANESE CENTENARY 

The centenary of Protestant mis- 
sions in Japan will be celebrated in 
1959 and church officials in that 
country have launched a drive to 
double the number of Japanese 
Protestants by that time. It is a sad 
thing that men have so little spir- 
itual insight that they can think in 
such terms. ‘‘The wind bloweth 
where it listeth,’’ and our Lord used 
that illustration to show that the 
Holy Spirit works at His own pace 
and in His own manner. We just do 
not know whether the Lord has 
planned to save twice the present 
number of Japanese, or more or less. 
If people would spend less time in 
drives and movements and more 
time in the simple presentation of 
the work of Christ as an accomp- 
lished fact, some would believe the 
truth and be saved and others 
would consider it foolishness. It is 
not our business to ‘‘win souls to 
Christ’’ but to present the gospel 
as an accomplished* fact upon which 
the Holy Spirit will quicken those 
whom the Father has given to the 
Son and the others will continue in 
their blindness. The Japanese situa- 
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tion is not any prettier because such 
men as Emil Brunner with his 
widely false theology have been 
taken on to the faculty of the Japan 
International Christian University. 


THE ALTERNATIVE 

An English translation of a Swed- 
ish work has appeared in London 
exposing the fallacies of Commu- 
nism from a new point of view. 
Bjorn Hallstrom has written 7 Be- 
lieved in Moscow and tells the story 
of his pilgrimage through the des- 
erts of Communism to his ultimate 
arrival in the Christian faith. Mr. 
Haalstrom was on the staff of the 
Swedish Communist newspaper, 
Noorskensflammen, and also a high 
executive of the party. He made the 
journey to Moscow several times and 
traveled over Europe in the service 
of the cause. 

Like all books which tell the story 
of the conversion of former Com- 
munists, Mr. Hallstrom’s work is a 
devastating exposure of human gul- 
libilitv. The Church of England 
Newspaper asks: ‘‘ Why are intelli- 
gent men so taken in? What is the 
inner dynamic that drives them on 
against all reason and all sense? 
For any Christian to enter into the 
mentality of the Communist is ex- 
tremely difficult, but the book will 
greatly help understanding.’’ We 
believe that there are answers to the 
questions put by the Anglican edi- 
tors. True Christianity, Bible 
Christianity is an absolute. Any 
man who will not bow utterly before 
that absolute is bound to be tossed 
to and fro, and to be carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning ecrafti- 
ness, whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive (Eph. 4:14). It is exactly the 
same reason why intelligent men are 


taken in by pseudo-orthodoxy, or by 
the absolutism of the human reason ' 
which characterizes the liberal theo- 
logian. 

It is necessary either to bow to the 
finality of the sovereignty of God as 
revealed in His Word or to fall into 
any one of a thousand follies. 


LIVING WITH COMMUNISM 

The British Weekly states, ‘‘The 
East German Education Ministry 
has informed Soviet zone school di- 
rectors that schools are obliged to 
permit the holding of religious edu- 
cation classes. The order also said 
that children must not be discour- 
aged from participating in such 
classes, but on the other hand at- 
tendance must not be ‘advertised’ by 
the church.’’ 

We should have a burden of 
prayer toward our brothers in 
Christ who are forced to live under 
the Communist regime. We must 
not call them ‘‘Communists’’ even 
though they are forced to live under 
a Communist regime, and must con- 
stantly pay lip service to the politi- 
cal side of the horrible monster 
under which they live. We should 
remember that even the most out- 
spoken fundamentalists in our coun- 
try, if they were living in Hungary 
or Poland, would try to arrive at a 
state of balance which would permit 
them to exalt Christ and preach the 
gospel, even while obeying the Bible 
and being in subjection to the pow- 
ers that be which are ordained of 
God. We must not forget that in 
their case, it is the Communist 
regime which is permitted by God, 
and that it is God who has ordered 
them to obey it. Until He, in His 
wisdom and sovereignty, overthrows 
the regime, they must simply live 
with it. 








“Yes, | believe in prayer,” the rough old 
sailor admitted at the mission. “But my 
old mother once heard me praying and 
told me: ‘Son, don’t bother to give God 
instructions; just report for duty.’ There 
is no doubt that this is the way to enter 
inte the place of power in prayer. Sammis, 
in his famous hymn, had the same secret, 
“Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and 
obey.” 
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PLAYING GOD 


One of the most dangerous things 
within the bounds of Christendom is 
the tendency of some people to play 
God for others. I pass over the 
organized efforts to be God and guide 
for all people, such as is found in 
Romanism, to concentrate on the 
tendency as found among many 
fundamental Christians. 

Examine yourself. Do you have the 
thought that someone is not quite as 
good a Christian as yourself because 
he does not share your opinions on 
such matters as amusements or cul- 
tural practices? 

Dining with one of the officials of 
an outstanding Bible Institute I 
learned of some of the criticisms that 
were received by their offices from 
contributors. One woman wrote a 
letter to the Institute, noting that a 
photograph of some of the students 
showed that some of the girls had 
“short” hair and asking the Institute 
to justify this procedure before re- 
ceiving any further gifts from her. 
Another contributor noted in the stu- 
dent news that there had been a 
“class play” and was going to with- 
draw his support because of this. 
When he was told that it was not 
exactly a play but was a “dramatic 
skit” he wrote thanking them for 
their explanation and continuing his 
gift. 

The psychology that is back of such 
incidents lies in the fact that the old 
Adamic nature has exalted itself, so 
that a man (or a woman) is thinking 
of himself (or herself) more highly 
than he (or she) ought to think. If 
we were ready to obey the Word of 
God and to esteem others better than 
we esteem ourselves, this whole frame 
of mind would be altered. 

Someone will claim that his posi- 
tion does not come from any such 
motive of self-exaltation, but from a 
great desire to see that no one lets 


, Nothing can be needful that He withholds 


down the bars on Christian living. 
And I answer, without hesitation, that 
God did not put you in charge of the 
bars for anyone except yourself. See 
that you do not let the bars down for 
your own standards but see that you 
commit all other Christians to God, 
who is their judge. “Judge nothing 
before the time,” said Paul, and he 
goes on to say (1 Cor. 4:5) that when 
the Lord comes, He will both bring to 
light the things now hidden in dark- 
ness and will disclose the purposes of 
the heart. He then concludes: “I have 
applied all this to myself and Apollos 
for your benefit, brethren, that you 
may learn by us to live according to 
scripture, that none of you may be 
puffed up in favor of one against an- 
other” (RSV). May God teach us not 
to judge, that is, not to play God for 
others. 


SPELLING 


It is unfortunate that some people 
have to have every word spelled out 
every time they hear it. We are not 
speaking of words as words, but as 
ideas. It is a mentality that bothers 
us and we want to rise above it in 
these columns. For example, I read 
a recent news report concerning a 
statement by the Pope in connection 
with the inauguration of TV in Italy. 
There would be two ways of report- 
ing the statement. 1) “The Pope has 
issued an admirable statement con- 
cerning the responsibility of TV offi- 
cials for the matter which they allow 
to be brought into the homes of Italy. 
He has noted that it is all too easy 
to broadcast matter that is offensive 
to the public taste in matters of 
morals and in the methods of report- 
ing the news... etc... .” 

There are some narrow minds 
among fundamental Christians who 
see Roman Catholicism in such a 
wicked light that they would say, 
“Oh! Shocking! Dr. Barnhouse has 
said something good about the Pope. 


I wonder if he is slipping. Do you 
think he is becoming a modernist?” 
These people would want the state- 
ment published as follows: 2) “Al- 
though I am not a Romanist and be- 
lieve that the Vatican is a citadel of 
anti-Christian teaching, I find myself, 
rather grudgingly, agreeing with a 
statement made by the Pope. It is 
difficult for me to understand how a 
fountain can bring forth both sweet 
water and bitter, and yet, with all 
possible reservations I am forced to 
admit that he has said something with 
which I agree. Concerning the re- 
sponsibility of TV officials for the 
matter which they allow to be 
brought into the homes of Italy, he 
has said .. .” 

Is it necessary for us to preface 
every remark with the recital of a 
fourteen-point creed? When I had 
written that sentence I thought of the 
way some Christians are criticizing 
everything and everybody, and it oc- 
curred to me that someone might 
have stopped at that point, written 
down fifteen points of their creed and 
had begun to wonder which of their 
fifteen points I was denying by men- 
tioning only fourteen. 

What can rid us of this mentality? 
Is it not that there is a great lack of 
love in our hearts toward those about 
us? Should we not rather begin by 
giving every man the benefit of the 
doubt? I believe that we would be 
on our way to a revival if we would 
approach every man with the thought: 
“T wonder how many things we could 
agree upon?” And if I find that he is 
my brother in Christ, trusting in 
God’s own dear Son as Saviour and 
Lord, I should be able to find a way, 
in love, to get along with him. After 
all, he may find some points in me 
with which he disagrees. 


UP AND IN 

William Booth looked out over 
London and, moved with the compas- 
sion of Christ, saw the tens of thou- 
sands of poor who were in desperate 
need. Within the sound of Bow Bells 
there were multitudes who were as 
pagan as any savage in the heart of 
Africa, though they could have 
walked to St. Paul’s Church yard in 
ten minutes. The Salvation Army was 
born of that compassion. 

The publicity received by Booth 
and his Army put the need of the 
down and out directly before the 
minds of Christian people. Since that 
time there has been a tremendous 
volume of spiritual effort directed 
toward the evangelization of all such 
poor and needy ones. Thousands of 
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towns have their rescue missions that 
cater to the misfits of life. 

Proportionally it is very probable 
that the outcasts and the miserable 
of life have more opportunities than 
some other classes of society. 

Today if a man stands looking out 
over the great cities of the country, 
he finds that his heart is moved with 
compassion for the leaders. They are 
the unevangelized of our day. While 
there are, of course, many, many, 
many exceptions, it is nevertheless 
true that the classes that must excite 
our pity, as far as need of salvation 
unto eternal life through Jesus Christ 
is concerned, are the classes that in- 
clude the educated and the rich. 
Leaders in business, the arts and the 
professions, together with their wo- 
men-folk and their children, are the 
great masses that are, in the major- 
ity, without hope and without God. 

We are quite aware of the fact that 
God has said that “not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called,” but that 
statement does not give us the right 
to neglect these people in our praying 
and in our thinking. To meet their 
need, the highest types of personal- 
ities must be surrendered to God, and 
equipped with the finest of all that the 
world can give. Here is a task worthy 
of the thought and effort of the most 
brilliant. If the brilliance is yielded 
to God, the life of the Lord Jesus 
Christ will be able to shine through 
it to these up-and-ins who are in a 
position more terrible today than that 
of the down-and-outs. 


INGRATITUDE 

Sometimes it is worth while to have 
a special Thanksgiving Day all to 
ourselves, months away from Novem- 
ber. There will be no presidential 
proclamation, no special services, no 
glutton’s dinner, but there can be 
real definite thanks to God, the 
Father, from the heart of an apprecia- 
tive child. 

Failure to thank God is recorded in 
the Scriptures as one of the great 
steps away from God. Man was able 
to look up and see the glories of the 
universe. This should have turned 
his heart toward God, for the Heavens 
declare His power and Godhead, thus 
taking every excuse away from man. 
There is sufficient condemnation in 
the beauty of the stars and the red- 
dening of the sunset sky to send a 
sinner away from God forever if he 
is not melted by the sight and turned 
to thoughts of repentance. 

“When they knew God, they glor- 
ified him not as God, neither were 


Marcu 1954 


thankful” (Rom. 1:21). Does not this 
indictment put man below the level of 
the beast? The dog knows the hand 
that. feeds him; the sow will come at 
the call of the one who brings her 
food. Man, alone, of all the creatures 
of earth, fails to acknowledge the 
hand that feeds and governs. The 
vast majority of mankind never gives 
a thought of gratitude toward God 
for all His care and blessings. 

God tells us that this was the sec- 
ond step in the terrible march to bar- 
barism in which all of the race later 
found itself, and in which so much of 
humanity still remains. They did not 
worship; they were not thankful; they 
became vain; their minds were 
clouded; they became idolators; God 
gave them up to uncleanness. There 
is the chain. There is no missing link 
in God’s plan. 

A visitor in an insane asylum, was 
accosted by one of the inmates. This 
patient had full possession of his fac- 
ulties, but was subject to fits of in- 
sanity that made it unsafe for him to 
be at liberty. The visitor, who had 
come to preach to those who could 
comprehend, was startled to have this 
man come to him with a direct ques- 
tion, “Sir, have you ever thanked God 
for your reason?” The preacher had 
never done so, but he vowed that he 
would be unthankful no longer. 

And there are thousands of things 
beside your reason for which you 
might well bow your head right now 
and give a heartfelt prayer of thanks- 
giving to the Father. 


EXCELLING AS A CHRISTIAN 

In every area of life there is the 
realization that he who would excel 
must give himself unstintingly to his 
particular art or craft or business. 
George Bernard Shaw early in his 
career disciplined himself to write one 
thousand words every morning, and 
although they were rejected at first 
by the publishers, they were finally 
sought at any price. Olga Steeb, bril- 
liant pianist, spent six to eight hours 
a day at the piano, even when still too 
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small for her feet to reach the pedals, 
in the years of disciplined preparation 
before she won recognition. Frank: 
O. Salisbury, one of the greatest of 
portrait painters, who has been com= 
missioned to paint kings and queens 
and whose great murals hang in the 
Houses of Parliament, in Bucking- 
ham Palace, and in the capitals of the 
world, one time said, “There were 
others in my class of greater talent, 
but they refused the discipline of 
hard work.” 

No one dares think he can excel as 
a Christian without a constant and 
rigid watchfulness of his time and his 
actions. The many who never begin 
a day without a period of quiet de- 
votion know that this is not an elec- 
tive in Christ’s school. It is demanded 
of those who would grow in a knowl- 
edge of His will and in an awareness 
of His power. A preacher resolutely 
refuses to look at his newspaper until 
the afternoon. He has disciplined 
himself in this because he found that 
the reading of the news encroached 
upon time needed for the study of 
God’s Word. He could not excel as a 
student of the Scriptures without a 
ruthless dealing with himself in this 
matter. In the same manner does the 
Christian give careful attention to all 
that fills out the day, seeing to it that 
he does not waste his time on nor 
give his strength to anything that 
would keep him from excelling as 
Christ’s man. 

The average Christian knows noth- 
ing of such discipline. He is quite 
willing to accept whatever benefits 
are his as a believer. He takes it as a 
matter of course that he is on his way 
to Heaven to spend an eternity of 
bliss with Christ. But he thinks very 
little of the opportunity and respon- 
sibility of excelling as a Christian 
meanwhile.- Or if he thinks of it, he 
immediately dismisses it from his 
mind because he is unwilling to forgo 
the little indulgences that are a part 
of his life-pattern, and which lessen 
in him that moral enthusiasm which 
is the spring of all moral attainment. 

Paul spoke of those competitors in 
athletic contests who practice abstem- 
iousness in all directions in order that 
they may secure a perishable wreath, 
and exhorted the children of God to 
do the same in order that they may 
obtain one that will not perish (1 Cor. 
9:25). Likewise, if a writer, or a pian- 
ist, or a painter will utterly give him- 
self to his work for the purpose of 
excelling in it surely the Christian 
ought to give himself wholeheartedly 
to the purpose of excelling as a Chris- 
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Peru’s Cardinal Declares War 


on Protestant Agencies 


In line-with the pattern that is so evi- 
dent in Colombia and increasingly dis- 
cernible in other Latin American lands, 
the Roman Catholic Church has launched 
a campaign to drive the Protestants from 
Peru. 


The warfare is being spearheaded by 
the Primate of Peru who in a surpris- 
ingly frank public statement has called 
upon Roman Catholics to fight American 
groups in Peru which he regards as 
“disguised Protestant missionary agen- 
cies.” They are the Summer Linguistic 
Institute of the University of Oklahoma 
and the R. G. LeTourneau colonization 
workers. 


Juan Gaulberto Cardinal Guevara, 
Archbishop of Lima, described the work 
of the Linguistic Institute, which studies 
Indian languages and teaches Indians 
Spanish, as “a constantly bolder and 
craftier form of Protestant proselytizing.” 


In a long message to members of 
Catholic Action in Peru, which has been 
circulated widely in Lima, the Cardinal 
lumped the work of these two groups 
among the evils to be fought by good 
Catholics along with pornography and 
other forms of public immorality. 


The Cardinal urged Catholic Action to 
fight the spread of divorce, pornography 
and public immorality in general, beauty 
contests and “the constantly bolder and 
craftier form of Protestant proselytizing 
as it is shown in the propaganda that is 
being done by that sect in the Linguistic 
Institute, so valiantly combated by the 
protest of the Apostolic Vicar of Ucayali, 
which was confirmed by the national 
episcopate.” 

“In like manner,” he added, “Catholic 
Action should interest itself in another 
similar problem, which is the contract 
signed by the Government with the 
Robert LeTourneau firm, which has the 
same intentions of proselytizing, a reli- 
gious problem to which the Council of 
Bishops has already called the attention 
of the Government.” 


Both the Institute and the LeTourneau 
company have received approval by the 
Peruvian Government for the work they 
are doing. Peru has given LeTourneau, 
widely known Christian layman, a con- 
cession for the development of 1,000,000 
acres of jungle near Pucallpa in return 
for building roads and helping to de- 
velop the area. 
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The Institute has been operating here 
since 1945. Founded in 1934 by Dr. W. 
Cameron Townsend, it has done work in 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico and the 
Philippine Islands, studying and record- 
ing native languages. Peru alone has 
more than fifty Indian languages, most 
of which never have been studied or 
written down. 


Townsend’s Wycliffe Bible translators 
are scattered over a huge area of jungl2 
nearly a thousand miles square. They 
expect to reach every tribe in Peru and 
to reach out into Amazonia as it extends 
into Brazil, Colombia and Ecuador. 


Young Life Buys Mountain Club 


Young Life Campaign has purchased a 
645-acre club property on Princess 
Louise Inlet in British Columbia, 100 
miles north of Vancouver, which will 
become the fourth ranch of the burgeon- 
ing organization witnessing to high 
schoolers. 


The new property, which will be 
known as Malibu of Canada, was for- 
merly known as the Malibu Club and 
was owned and developed at a reputed 
cost of a million dollars by Californian 
Thomas Hamilton, airplane propeller 
manufacturer. 

Drawing high school students from the 
Northwest, Pacific Coast and Midwest, 
Malibu will be run at the capacity facili- 
ties for 400, according to Jim Rayburn, 
national director of the youth organiza- 
tion. Purchase of the property was neces- 
sitated by the fact that Young Life Cam- 
paign has been turning away young 
people from its Star Ranch of Colorado 
Springs and from Frontier and Silver 
Cliff Ranches near Buena Vista. 

Malibu, an exclusive resort for sports- 
men and yachtsmen, was placed on the 
market to sell at $1,000,000. In the sum- 
mer of 1953 Hamilton visited Frontier 
Ranch and became so interested in the 
work that he decided to sacrifice his 
property at a fraction of his investment. 
The deal was concluded recently in Los 
Angeles. 

“We believe that the task of reaching 
American high school youth with the 
message that Jesus Christ has for them 
was never more important than it is 
today,” Rayburn declared. 


YACHTSMEN’S RESORT BECOMES CHRISTIAN CAMP 





= Son gg main lodge and some of the other cabins of the Malibu Club in pe 
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' Drinking in the U. S. 

The American people are spending 
twice as much per minute for liquor as 
they are for religious, charitable and 
educational institutions. 

These findings were reported by the 
family economics bureau of the North- 
western National Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Minneapolis. 

Meanwhile, a top authority on alco- 
holism says that today 60,000,000 to 
70,000,000 Americans drink alcoholic 
beverages and 4,000,000 are potential or 
confirmed alcoholics. 

Dr. Selden D. Baker, director of the 
center for alcoholic studies at Yale 
University indicated that the ratio of 
alcoholism by sexes is about six men to 
one woman. 

A Yale report entitled “Drinking in 
College,” revealed that nearly three- 
quarters of the nation’s college students 
drink and most of them associate liquor 
with “morally questionable sexual be- 
havior.” 


Hoodlum Menace in L. A. 

Seeking to curb the menacing increase 
of vicious ratpack murder and terrorism 
in Los Angeles, detectives publicly 
branded 51 “hoodlum ratpack street 
gangs” in the city and county areas. 
Estimating that nearly 1,500 young 
hoodlums are organized in these mobs, 
officers stated they are subdivided into 
three age groups. 

They explained that the thirteen to 
fifteen year bracket are known as 
“Cherries.” “Midgets” or “Chicks” are 
those from fifteen to eighteen, and 
those above eighteen are referred to as 
“Veterans.” Many of the “Veterans” are 
husbands and fathers whose sons are 
now, with full parental permission, 
“Cherries” or “Midgets” in the same 
gang. 

Officers explained that whereas age is 
the sole requisite to graduate from 
“Midget” to “Veteran” rank, these teen- 
age mobsters require strict “loyalty 
test” for entrance into the “Midgets.” 
This “test,” detectives said, usually in- 
cludes exploits with “Veteran” women 
gang members, but always demands a 


HOLY LAND EXHIBIT 





An archeological exhibition from the 
Holy Land, including more than 1,500 
items from pre-historic and Biblical times 
up to the Sixth Century A.D., was opened 
at the Smithsonian Institution in Washing- 
ton by Vice President Richard M. Nixon. 
He is shown here, with his seven-year-old 
daughter, Tricia, looking at the Nekesei- 
Lipocz Bible, one of the rare Biblical 
manuscripts loaned to the exhibit by the 
Library of Congress. 


felony law violation such as burglary or 
car theft. Distinctive tattooing on the 
hands or fingers is generally acclaimed 
the mark of a solid member. 

Recently a twelve-year-old boy told 
District Attorney’s investigators that he 
tatooed himself “with India ink and a 
sharp pin” when he was seven years old. 
Distinctive jackets and boots equipped 
with metal heel and sole plates are also 
standard equipment. 

Deadly weapons ranging from rifles, 
pistols and knives to coil springs knotted 
in socks and baseball bats cut to fit the 
using age group, are the rule rather 
than the exception, officers said. Home- 
made brass knuckles, trench knives, 
bayonets and spike-studded clubs have 
been booked as evidence in arrests of 
these juvenile gangsters, many of whom 


smoke marijuana and most of whom 
brazenly boast of “getting high on 
whisky, wine and beer.” 


Dallas Teaches Bible 

Public high school students are study- . 
ing the Bible weekly in more than a 
hundred Dallas County (Texas) churches 
—and getting school credit toward their 
diplomas. 

Two Bible classes, one in Old Testa- 
ment and the other in New Testament, 
have grown every year since they were 
started in 1926 with forty students. 

“Throughout the year these courses 
continue to give every child an oppor- 
tunity to increase his special knowledge 
of the Bible and at the same time earn 
credit toward graduation,” said R. H. 
McKay, assistant superintendent of 
schools, who supervises the program. 

Classes usually are held Sundays in 
the church and sometimes in private 
homes—but never in a school building. 
Each class must use school texts and 
meet for at least forty 90-minute periods, 
sixty 60-minute periods or eighty 45- 
minute periods before taking the final, 
qualifying examinations for school credit. 


Skid Row Clinic 

Members of the Christian Medical So- 
ciety and the Nurses Christian Fellow- 
ship have teamed up in Minneapolis to 
provide free medical services to men and 
women of this city’s “skid row” district. 

They have established clinic facilities 
at the Minneapolis Revival Mission 
where they attempt to treat not only 
afflicted bodies, but also troubled souls. 

The Christian Medical Society origi- 
nated in 1931 at Northwestern University 
medical school, Evanston, Ill., when two 
students decided to meet regularly for 
prayer. Others were attracted to Satur- 
day afternoon prayer and fellowship 
meetings in Fourth Presbyterian Church, 
Chicago. 

Purpose: “to aid Christian physicians, 
medical students and others in the medi- 
cal profession to gain the mutual 
strength, encouragement and blessings to 
be obtained in meeting with one an- 
other” and “to present a positive witness 





Billy Graham Refuses Fabulous Television Offer 


On the eve of his departure for the 
British Isles where he is to start a three- 
month campaign on March 1, Evangelist 
Billy Graham, without fanfare, turned 
down the offer of the National Broad- 
casting Corporation to conduct a secular 
five-day-a-week half-hour network tele- 
vision program. 

While Graham would not comment 
on the financial arrangements, it was 
strongly rumored that he had refused a 
million dollar contract because his “first 
call is to preach the gospel.” 

Adrian Samish, NBC vice president in 
charge of television, had told Graham 
that his organization had been studying 
the evangelist’s movements over a two- 
year period and that they felt he was 
ideally suited to perform the role of a 
sort of “NBC Arthur Godfrey.” The 
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program would have been an informal, 
sponsored presentation, permitting Gra- 
ham to give a five- or ten-minute moral 
or spiritual message just before sign-off. 

Had the deal been concluded Graham 
would have continued to conduct his 
evangelistic campaigns in the U. S. and 
abroad and maintained his present “Hour 
of Decision” radio and television pro- 
grams. 

On the last two days of January the 
top U. S. gospel preacher packed out 
the National Guard Armory in Washing- 
ton, D. C., with a huge array of Govern- 
ment officials as guests of honor. Ob- 
servers reported that besides Chief 
Justice Warren there were 110 Congress- 


.men and 22 Senators sitting in the re- 


served section. For his Sunday after- 


noon radio message Graham spoke on 
“Our Spiritual Debt to England.” 

In February he was scheduled to speak 
at the Union Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary at Richmond, Va., and at the 
theologically liberal and neo-orthodox 
Union Theological Seminary of New 
York City. 

After his British campaign that is ex- 
pected to continue through the months 
of March, April and May, Graham will 
preach in ten centers on the Continent. 
Meetings have been arranged in Oslo, 
Stockholm, Helsinki, Copenhagen, Dort- 
mund, Amsterdam, Vienna, Zurich, Bar- 
celona and Paris, according to word re- 
layed by his agent on the Continent, the 
Rev. Robert P. Evans, founder and field 
director of the Greater Europe Mission. 
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WILMA WELCH 
Facing the future with joy 


of God, our Father, and our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, to the medical profession.” 

Medical mission clinics had been estab- 
lished by Christian medical societies in 
Chicago and Philadelphia, and the Minne- 
apolis group decided there was need for 
such a service. 

Both the nurses and medical groups 
are intensely interested in missionary 
work. Many actually go to the foreign 
field. Christian Medical Society members 
“adopt” medical missionaries, carrying 
on regular correspondence and sending 
literature and other materials. 

Membership in the groups is open to 
any qualified professional person, re- 
gardless of denomination, who considers 
himself a practicing Christian. The 
medical group requires a written pledge 
to a set of fundamental, conservative 
principles. 


Happiest Girl in the World 

“Tm the happiest girl in the world,” 
testified Wilma Welch at the summer 
camp sponsored by the Missouri Rural 
Bible Crusade. 

Along with many other Missouri boys 
and girls, Wilma had memorized 500 
Bible verses. For her effort the Crusade 
awarded her a free week at camp. 

Wilma’s lot in life had not been easy. 
Raised on a small Missouri farm, she had 
seen drought take entire crops for two 
consecutive years. An older sister is 
suffering from a tumor on the brain, an 
older brother with rheumatic fever. All 
in the family have an eye disease. 

Recently, doctors had told Wi!ma’s 
mother that she had cancer, probably 
malignant. 

Consequently when Wilma Welch tes- 
tified that she was the happiest girl in 
the world, Crusade leaders were curious. 
Then Wilma explained why she was so 
happy. 

“I'm so glad,” she explained, “that I 
have come to know Jesus Christ as my 
personal Saviour now. And I’m so 
happy that God has allowed me to 
memorize so much of His Word now. 
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Why? Because I’m going to be totally 
blind in a few years.” A rare eye disease 
will leave her sightless before her 25th 
birthday, but Wilma said, “If God wants 
me to be blind, then I know He can use 
me blind.” 

Rural Bible Crusade leaders left the 
meeting with tears in their eyes and 
promptly forgot they had any problems 
at all. 

Wilma is now preparing herself for a 
ministry among the handicapped and 
plans to use a typewriter given her dur- 
ing the Christmas vacation to type let- 
ters for the disabled in various institu- 
tions, and at the same time tell them 
how the Lord’s grace is sufficient for 
every trial. Her favorite Bible verses 
are 2 Corinthians 4:17 and 18: 


“For our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory; 


“While we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are 
eternal.” 


Tron Lung Sermon , 

The congregation of the Anglican 
Church of the Ascension, in Stonewall, 
Manitoba, 25 miles north of Winnipeg, 
heard a sermon delivered from an iron 
lung. 

The sermon came from a recording 
made as their rector, the Rev. Maurice 
Hardman, lay flat on his back in a hos- 
pital. He fell a victim to polio last Sep- 
tember and has been in an iron lung 
ever since. 

Hardman’s voice was husky because 
of-a tracheotomy operation, and his de- 
livery was slow because it had to be 
timed to the artificial respiration of the 
iron lung. 

Hardman’s subject was “The Son of 
God became the Son of Man in order 
that the sons of men might become the 
sons of God.” 


1.000.000 Copies 

A million copies of a book of Bible 
stories published 30 years ago have been 
sold by the Gospel Trumpet Co. of 
Anderson, Ind. 

The millionth copy of Elsie Egermeier’s 
Bible Story Book was presented to Dr. 
Steele C. Smith, manager of the pub- 
lishing house, who placed it in the per- 
manent archives of the Church of God 
at the denomination’s national head- 
quarters here. 


New Publishing House 

A new Christian book concern, South- 
ern Bible Book House, is now in 
operation, according to S. D. Addis, 
secretary-treasurer of the non-profit or- 
ganization. Located at Travelers Rest, 
S. C., the new publishers announce as 
their first authors: Dr. E. Schuyler 
English, editor of Our Hope magazine 
and editor-in-chief of the Pilgrim Bible; 
and John B. Marchbanks, secretary of 
Southern Bible Testimony. 





Germans Learning to Give 

German Protestant churches are be- 
ginning to adopt American techniques of 
stewardship and evangelism, it was re- 
ported at Minneapolis at the fourth an- 
nual national Lutheran stewardship 
conference. 

The Rev. Carl Mau, who has served 
as liaison representative of the National 
Lutheran Council to the German 
churches, said the need for stewardship 
programs in Germany is “terrific” be- 
cause while 98 per cent of the Germans 
are church members only about five per 
cent attend church regularly. 

In the pattern of State Church tradi- 
tions, the German government collects 
church taxes from the members and the 
effect is “deadening,” he said. 

The taxes cover expenses of the con- 
gregation and the only money placed on 
collection plates goes for benevolence 
purposes—missions, charities, etc., Mau 
said. 

No one is challenged under this system 
and no one is aware of the total church 
program, he said. The member feels 
that since he has paid his taxes he has 
done his part—but it is actually a small 
contribution. 


Harvard Gets $1,000,000 

John D. Rockefeller, Jr., has made a 
gift of $1,000,000 in securities toward 
revitalizing Harvard University’s Divin- 
ity School. 

The gift was announced by Dr. Nathan 
M. Pusey, president of the university, 
who said that Mr. Rockefeller stressed 
“the underlying importance of the spir- 
itual life” at Harvard which “promises to 
have far-reaching influence on education 
in this country.” 

Mr. Rockefeller’s gift brings to more 
than $2,000,000 the funds subscribed to- 
ward a goal of $5,000,000 for erecting “an 
important center of religious learning” 
at the university. The Harvard Corpora- 
tion recently provided an _ additional 
$500,000 from the university’s general 
funds, bringing the total amount to date 
for the Divinity School to $2,500,000. 


Two New Magazines 

Two new religious publications have 
made their bow. 

Faith Today, a pocket-size, non-sec- 
tarian, bi-monthly magazine offering 
spiritual inspiration, was launched in 
New -York with the February-March 
issue. Peter V. K. Funk and his wife 
Mary are co-editors and co-publishers. 
Funk is a son of Wilfred Funk, noted 
lexicographer and philologist, and grand- 
son of the founder of Funk and Wag- 
nalls. 

The Mennonite Publishing House in 
Scottdale, Pa., has published the first 
issue of Christian Living. It succeeds 
the Christian Monitor and Mennonite 
Community, both monthly magazines 
published by the firm. 


Canada Aids R. C. Church 

The Hon. Ross Thatcher, member of 
the Canadian House of Commons from 
Moosejaw, Saskatchewan, has been ask- 
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‘ing some embarrassing questions in the 


Dominion Parliament. 

He wants to know how it happens 
that a government grant of $75,000 was 
made to the Most Rev. W. J. Smith, 
Roman Catholic bishop of Pembroke, for 
construction of the $135,000 St. Alex- 
ander’s parish church at Deep River, 
Ontario, near the government’s atomic 
research station at Chalk River. 

No mention of the grant was detailed 
in the estimates presented to Parliament 
by the government, it was stated. 


Film Based on St. Paul 


A feature-length motion picture based 
on the life of St. Paul was scheduled 
for release in January for showing in 
movie theaters over the country, it was 
announced in Hollywood by Cathedral 
Films. 

Production of the film, entitled Mag- 
nificent Adventure, was supervised by 
the Rev. James K. Friedrich, Cathedral’s 
president. 

Friedrich noted that it is only the 
second picture in Cathedral’s fifteen-year 
history to be produced primarily for 
release to regular movie houses. The 
bulk of the company’s production is de- 
signed for showing in churches, schools 
and on TV. 


Galilean Home in Film 

Shelter in the Cumberlands, dramatic 
sound motion picture with a Kentucky 
mountain backdrop, is slated for release 
in March, according to Charles Peter- 
man, business manager and distributor 
for Gospel Films, Inc., of Muskegon, 
Mich. 

Filmed in color, the new production 
tells the story of Fin and Becky Tazwell, 
unfortunate mountain children, and the 
change that comes into their lives when 
they come to the Galilean Children’s 
Home where much of the action takes 
place. The Rev. John Vogel is director 
of the home which was featured in the 
Saturday Evening Post and on a “We the 
People” radio broadcast. More recently, 
King Features Syndicate released a full- 
page picture story to some three hun- 
dred daily Sunday newspapers across 
North America. This Happened in the 
Hills of Kentucky, a best selling book, 
also features the unique ministry of 
Vogel, a modern-day George Muller. 

Shelter in_the Cumberlands will be 
the sixth dramatic production of Gospel 
Films, Inc. Ralph Papin handled the 
photography and the story and direction 
were by Ken Anderson. 


Wesley Film Due in 1954 

The Methodist Church’s new feature- 
length color film, John Wesley, will be 
released early in 1954, it was announced 
at Nashville, Tenn., by the Methodist 
Radio and Film Commission. 

Premieres of the movie will be held in 
some 470 churches across the country, 
the Commission said. 

The picture, recently completed, was 
made by Religious Films Ltd. of London, 


a subsidiary of the J. Arthur Rank or- — 


ganization. Production of the movie was 
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Boys at Pioneer Camp clean up their tent prior to daily inspection. 

Tent floors are well above the ground to insure dryness. 


“One of the most effective Chris- 
tian enterprises on the North 
American continent” was the de- 
scription given recently to the Pio- 
neer Camps operated by Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship of Canada. 

Unheralded by publicity in the 
religious press, the camps, which 
are now operating in Ontario, Mani- 
toba, Alberta and British Columbia 
have been an important factor in 
molding the spiritual development 
of many hundreds of boys and girls. 

Dr. Howard Guiness, a Britisher, 
went to Canada in 1928 to establish 
the LV.C.F. As a by-product of the 
larger effort, the camping program 
was launched in the Muskoka Dis- 
trict of Ontario. Later through the 
continued direction of C. Stacey 
Woods, now general secretary of the 
1.V.C-F. in the U. S., the first Pioneer 
Camp was set up permanently on 
Clearwater Lake near Port Sydney, 
Ontario. 

More recently the three additional 
camps have been started in other 
provinces. Last summer some 1,400 





Pioneer Camps: Witness to Youth 
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boys and girls, ranging in ages from 
seven to nineteen, attended the 
camps. About 70 per cent of these 
came from homes that are only 
nominally Christian. That means 
that many youngsters first come to 
know the Lord at the camps and 
then return home to reach their 
parents. 

Not long ago a prominent New 
York business man sent his boy to 
camp. Later the father told Vin- 
cent Craven, camps director, this 
story: “Our boy came home from 
Pioneer last summer and started us 
saying grace at meals as they did at 
camp. He also caused my wife and 
me to start reading our Bibles. 
Today ours is a Christian home be- 
cause our boy was at Pioneer.” 

A staff of 250 is required to oper- 
ate the camps, including counselors 
who give their time for periods of 
four to eight weeks. The program 
includes swimming, sailing, aqua- 
planing, canoeing, hiking and other 
sports, as well as Bible study and 
worship services. 








undertaken in connection with the 250th 
anniversary of the birth of John Wesley, 
founder of Methodism. 


On 390 Stations 

A total of 390 radio stations now carry 
“The Baptist Hour,” a weekly program 
produced by the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention’s radio and television commis- 
sion, the Rev. Paul M. Stevens, director, 
announced at Atlanta. 


Protest Quebec Film Ban 

Protestant reaction has been strong 
both in Canada and the U. S. against the 
banning of the showing of the film 
Martin Luther by the authorities of 
Quebec Province. 

Alexis Gagnon, chairman of Quebec’s 


Film Censorship Board said the film had 
been rejected because it exhibits the 
Pope in a bad light. 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
said the board is “headed for a control 
of thought, communication and action 
which is absolutely dictatorial, in the 
tradition of the Communist-dictated 
countries.” 

Another protest came from the Cana- 
dian Church Press Association, an or- 
ganization of Protestant editors. They 
called the ban a “grave injustice” to the 
400,000 Protestants in the Montreal area. 

The Protestant editors noted that the 
U. S. National Board of Review had 
named the picture one of the ten best 
films of the year. 


(Continued on page 43) 
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THE INVISIBLE WAR 


CHAPTER 4 


THE FIRST MOUTHFUL OF DUST 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Satan rebelled and sin entered the universe, 
there were two courses of action open to God, 
since His nature would not allow Him to ignore 

it. The Almighty Jehovah, the most High, Possessor of 
Heaven and earth, certainly had the power to strike 
down the creature whom He had brought into existence 
through His creative Word, and to annihilate him or 
put him in prison. There was no lack of power or oppor- 
tunity. But if God had thus brought down the first 
enemy, He could never have created another mighty 
being like Lucifer with the freedom of choice, for there 
would always have been the possibility of another 
rebellion and the necessity for another repression. The 
history of Heaven would then have been dotted with a 
series of disasters. 


A Complete Trial 

The other alternative open to God was the one which 
we know from the Bible and from observation that He 
chose to follow. The claims of Satan to equality or supe- 
riority in power should have their complete trial. The 
universe should see, once and for all, if it were possible 
for any creature whatsoever, of any rank, however 
exalted, to live for even a moment independent of God 
the Creator. That full trial of the possibilities of a sec- 
ond will in government is the nature of the duration 
that we call time. 

But there was one matter which had to be attended 
to immediately. A holy God could not permit a rebel- 
lion without showing His hatred of sin. Holiness had to 
be manifested. He must, unless He were to violate His 
character of holiness, blaze forth against sin. His atti- 
tude must be declared even though He were about to 
permit surprising latitude to the rebel for a definite 
period of time. God, therefore, spoke the Word of 
judgment and the material world—in fact, the whole 
domain of Satan—was blasted to chaos with a single 
breath from God. There are many substantiations of this 
fact in both science and the Bible. This is the event 
which occurred between the first and the second verses 
of Genesis. The world, waste and empty, without form 
and void, was the result of this Word of judgment 
spoken by the Almighty God. 


20 It is an honor that God permits us to pray 


Revelation of Things Past 

While we are quite accustomed to revelations from 
God concerning the future, whether immediate or re- 
mote from the time of the inspired writer, we must not 
be startled by the thought of revelations from God 
concerning things in the past. Should it be thought 
strange that God, who knows and reveals the future, 
has also been pleased to reveal certain things which 
took place in the shadowy past—shadowy to us who are 
creatures, but containing no shadows for Him who is 
light and in whom dwelleth no darkness at all? 

God makes a great accusation against men—against 
thinking men—because they will not believe what is 
revealed about the past history of this earth, although 
the evidence is set forth, not only in the Bible, but in 
the world beneath their feet. Through Peter, God says, 
“For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the 
Word of God the Heavens were of old [i.e., in Gen. 1:1], 
and the earth standing out of the water and in the 
water: whereby the world that then was, being over- 
flowed with water, perished [in Gen. 1:2]: but the 
Heavens and the earth which are now [re-formed in 
Gen. 1:3 ff.], by the same Word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and per- 
dition of ungodly men” (2 Pet. 3:5-7). Note carefully 
the distinction between the two worlds: “the world that 
then was” and “the Heavens and the earth which are 
now.” We put aside the superficial interpretation that 
the destruction mentioned in verse two refers to the 
time of the flood. The world did not perish then, but 
it did in the cataclysm of the earlier judgment. 

Men postulate that all things have always been as 
they are now, and that there have been no great 
moments of divine intervention either to create, to 
reveal or to punish. All things continue as they were, 
modern science says. But the Bible says that men are 
willingly ignorant when they express this doctrine of 
continuity. All things do not continue as they were. 
They were begun in perfection and altered in judgment 
again and again. The world went on its disintegrating 
way, and God intervened at Calvary. And He is about 
to intervene again in the doings of mankind. Of these 
things, God accuses men of being willingly ignorant. 
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He has revealed them. They can be known. But men 
will not know them. The greatest charge that can be 
brought against a man who counts himself to be logical 
is that he is willingly ignorant. For, in bolder terms, it 
means he is dishonest. 


Intellectual Unbelief 


Dishonest sceptics do not wish to know the truth; 
they only wish for an excuse to hide themselves from 
the prodding of the Holy Spirit. Like the woman at the 
well, reminded of her adultery, they are willing to find 
refuge even in theological discussion in order to avoid 
the searching, probing finger of God in the putrifying 
wound of their sinful being. Answer one of their fancied 
objections, and they will grudgingly admit the validity 
of your argument and change the ground of their 
objection. Pursue them by the logic of eternal truth 
from position to position, and they will only, when they 
have exhausted all of the arguments known to them, 
start round the circle again. We do not expect to con- 
vince such by any setting forth of truth. Men love 
darkness rather than light because their deeds are 
evil (John 3:19). 

But we recognize clearly that there are, for instance, 
in our university circles, an increasing number of people 
who have been brought up away from the biblical back- 
ground that was so common in the Victorian era. These 


are probably honest sceptics. They do not have the con- . 


tent of consciousness upon which the Spirit may do His 
work. Their minds, totally ignorant of what the Bible 
really teaches and, worse, filled with false ideas that 
they suppose it teaches, are concerned with philosoph- 
ical questions about God, man, moral issues, etc. They 
are undoubtedly honestly seeking, even though blindly 
and in the wrong direction, for answers to life’s prob- 
lems. Many evangelical Christians, knowing God’s flat 
statement that there is “none that seeketh after God” 
(Rom. 3:11), have considered that these gropers might 
well be dismissed with merely a casual proof text. We 
have too frequently been as harmless as doves without 
being as wise as serpents. This has caused many hungry 
intellectuals to conclude that there are no answers in 
evangelical Christianity to the problems which they see. 
It has even probably—since nature abhors a vacuum— 
been no small factor in the conversion to Roman 
Catholicism of many who, looking for truth and having 
willingly suspended disbelief in Christianity, have ac- 
cepted in the Roman church a highly intellectualized 
development of what in reality is a false premise. 


The Sword of the Spirit 


Christians who would work with such people must 
have both a knowledge of the problems as they appear 
to the mind of the thinking unbeliever and a patient 
willingness to point out in the Word of God whatever 
of answer there is for the natural man. At the same 
time, we must remember that “the natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 
However, since we know that truth does not change 


and that God’s method of dealing with souls is ever the 
same, we must be faithful in our wielding of the slaying: 
sword of the Spirit. Thus only can -we meet their real 
need. God never raised any soul to life through the 
Gospel without first slaying him with the law. With 
honest sceptics, for such often fall into this class, we 
should be firm and fearless while we speak the truth 
in love. Our burden should be: a holy God declares 
that all are less perfect than He, and therefore sinners; 
that the wages of sin is eternal death; but that He has 
provided a Sin-bearer in Christ who has fully met 
every demand of divine justice against the sinner. It 
is the entrance of such a word that gives light. No man 
has ever been argued into salvation; no man has ever 
been led to Christ through human wisdom. Only the 
flat presentation of human need and Christ’s sufficiency 
will do it. “Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). 

However, whether or not the scepticism is honest, 
God’s verdict remains the same: men are willingly 
ignorant in the matter of divine intervention. God has 
intervened and will yet again intervene. It was God’s 
hand in creation, judgment, re-formation, further cre- 
ation and judgment, incarnation and redemption. His 
hand will yet be seen in future judgment and in 
triumph. Men who reject divine intervention in favor of 
the theory of continuity are, says God, willingly ignor- 
ant of the truth. 

Let us now consider some of the evidence substantiat- 
ing the fact of God’s intervention in creation to wreck 
it by a great catastrophe at the time Lucifer made his 
bold bid for power. Many details are to be found in 
various passages of the Old Testament which cannot be 
applied to any moment in time other than that described 
in the second verse in the Bible. In the book of Jere- 
miah, we read: “I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was 
without form and void; and the Heavens, and they had 
no light. I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, 
and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld, and lo, there 
was no man, and all the birds of the Heavens were fled. 
I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, 
and all the cities thereof were broken down at the 
presehce of the Lord, and His fierce anger” (Jer. 4:23- 
26). By quoting in Jeremiah the second verse of 
Genesis, God has placed this passage in time for us. 
Jeremiah’s vision is of the earth made waste and deso- 
late; of the earth in the catastrophe that came in judg- © 
ment and not in creation, since God states so exactly 
that He did not create the earth in chaos (Isa. 45:18 
R.S.V.). 

The earth was without form and void, waste and 
empty, a wreck and a ruin. From the catastrophe which 
touched all the sidereal Heavens, there were tremen- 
dous manifestations on the earth. An earthquake of 
such violent proportions took place that the mountains 
are said to have trembled, and the hills to have moved 
lightly. It should be noticed that lightly does not mean 
slightly. The hills moved with lightness, would be a 
more adequate translation. The RSV says the mountains 
were quaking and the hills moving to and fro. The 


(Continued on page 51) 
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in the book of Genesis 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


With this issue—specifically with the March 15 por- 
tion—we come to the conclusion of our Meditations in 
Genesis. When we began the publication of Erernrry, 
we had no idea that the series could be carried on so 
long. Many people spoke of the blessing received 
from the reading of these little paragraphs and so we 
kept on. Now some four years later and with some 
twelve hundred paragraphs of meditations, we bring 
this work to a close. 

It has been a great task, but a blessed one. Medita- 
tions cannot be ground out in a hurry. The average 
time of writing a paragraph has been a little under 
an hour. When thoughts came fast we might get two 
done in the hour. A few took a long time. 

A friend mentioned the fact that the single line 
prayers often served to touch off a whole devotional 
sequence and asked how we selected the wording of 
the prayers. The answer must be that those sentences 
were not thought out, they were prayed. As the typ- 
ing was in process we mentally counted to see that 
there were about ten lines of space filled up. We 
were always praying as we wrote, and it seémed but 
natural to express the last line in a prayer. 

Within a year we hope to see these Meditations 
in print in a single volume. They will be re-edited. 
Some new paragraphs will be added as thoughts on 
early passages have sometimes come during the writ- 
ing of later ones. The paragraphs concerning Dan 
and his place in the tribes will be re-done, for we 
are inclined to believe that we were in error in 
thinking that his place would not be found among 
the tribes. A member of our New York Bible Class 
furnished us with the material that leads to this 
change in thinking. 

It is expected that the Meditations will be resumed 
some time later in the year. Probably we shall deal 
with one or more of the Minor Prophets. In the 
meantime, we'll appreciate hearing from readers 
about this department and whether the Meditations 
have been the means of blessing in your life. 


THIS IS A GRIEVOUS MOURNING 
TO THE EGYPTIANS (50:11) March 1 
It is easy to deceive the world. The inhabitants of the 
land of Canaan who looked on at the burial ceremonies 
of Jacob might indeed have thought that the Egyptians 
were mourning, but there was not an Egyptian tear 
that was shed for any reason other than royal favor 
and at royal command. Joseph and his brethren were 
the mourners and the world was there by order of 
Pharaoh. It is only God who can see the motives of 
the human heart. Only he can tell what makes tears 


22 The best of preachers is no more than an instrument 


flow, what makes smiles come, of what true repentance 
consists. “Man looketh on the outward appearance; the 
Lord looketh on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). This is why 
we must be slow to judge all that we see in the world 
around us. There may be tears that are faked and 
there may be real tears which fall inside, all the more 
bitter because there is no outward expression. 


Lord, purify our motives. 


JOSEPH WILL PERHAPS 
HATE US (50:15) March 2 
“Conscience makes cowards of us all.” Perhaps un- 
consciously the brothers had sheltered themselves be- 
hind the presence of their father. Now he is gone and 
they see themselves alone with Joseph. The natural 
man is incapable of judging the spiritual man, and their 
judgment was entirely of the flesh. They knew that 
they had hated their brother and sold him into slavery. 
It was true that he had forgiven them and kissed them. 
It was true that he had said, “God sent me before you 
to preserve life” (45:5). The human heart is slow to 
recognize grace. How many millions of people who 
say that they trust in Christ, nevertheless have doubts 
as to the reality and the completeness of their forgive- 


ness. 
Lord, help us to understand pure grace. 


IT MAY BE THAT HE WILL 
PAY US BACK (50:15) March 3 
Is it not strange that men have a distorted idea of 
God? Throughout all the ages there have been those 
who have thought that every sin would be requited 
and that every sin would have to be paid for in full. 
Now the amazing paradox of grace is that this is true. 
God first had to write into the human race the fear of 
God’s wrath and the certain knowledge that the wages 
of sin is death. Only then, against that black back- 
ground, was He able to show the amazing wonders of 
free grace. The tragedy is that so many who have 
heard about Christ do not understand His real nature 
of grace. In the Middle Ages the church allowed a 
caricature of the Saviour to become current—even 
though Christ had paid for all sin man still had to go 
to some purgatory and pay for his own sin a second 


time. Lord, penetrate our minds with grace. 
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YOUR FATHER GAVE THIS COMMAND 
BEFORE HE DIED (50:16) March 4 
It was not true, of course, for Jacob had held no evil 
thought of Joseph and his grace. But conscience will 
resort to any trick to attempt to shield itself from the 
burden of sin and the necessity of relying on unadul- 
terated grace. Jacob knew his sons, as his dying 
prophecy revealed. He knew their innermost histories 
and their proclivities. But he had understood Joseph 
from childhood and there was no necessity for asking 
love to keep on loving. In our own day the same spirit 
is abroad within the church. Everyone who thinks that 
God gives us eternal life but that there is a possibility 
that He might take it away because of some failure in 
us has the spirit of these brothers. It is one of the 
saddest things in all of Christendom to find people who 
preach the cross but who deny the continuity of grace. 


Lord, love us in spite of ourselves. 


FORGIVE THE SERVANTS OF THE GOD 
OF YOUR FATHER (50:17) March 5 
We should be thankful, I suppose, for any indication 
of faith on the part of human beings, but it is difficult 
not to see some hypocrisy in this statement. They had 
not shown any fruits of being the servants of the Lord, 
and they had been guilty, back in the days when they 
murdered the Shechemites, of using religious language 
to prepare their victims for the slaughter by lulling 
them into a false security. But if we know our own 
hearts, we will not judge them too narrowly. We must 
admit that we all have switched our thoughts rapidly 
from things of the flesh to things of the spirit and that 
we have sung deeply spiritual hymns while thinking 
worldly thoughts. The craven attitude of these brothers 
should cause us to humble ourselves before the Lord 
and to desire that His strength should be made perfect 
in our weakness. 
Lord, fulfill Thy mercies in us. 


JOSEPH WEPT (50:17) March 6 
The greatest grief of love is not to be believed. The 
greatest desire of love is to find an answering love, and 
surely grief, anxiety and fear cannot coexist with love. 
“Perfect love casteth out fear” (1 John 4:18). God tells 
us that He has saved us and justified us and given us 
eternal life. Yet some people persist in believing that 
we have the power to un-save ourselves, to un-justify 
ourselves, to reduce our life from eternal life to tempo- 
rary life. He says that those who do so “make him a 
liar” (1 John 5: 10,11). This verse does not apply to 
unsaved people, but to saved people who say they trust 
Christ but do not believe the record which God has 
given of His Son: the record being that God has given 
us eternal life. Anyone who denies the security of the 
believer grieves the Holy Spirit and starts the tears of 
God. 
Lord, may we cause Thee no tears by our lack of faith. 


AM | IN THE PLACE OF GOD? (50:19) March 7 

The reason why love must bear all things, believe all 
things, endure all things, hope all things, is that it ac- 
cepts the province of God. Since nothing can ever 
touch me unless it has passed through the will of God, 
how can I hold any hatred toward the one who brings 
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the action? What seems to me to be evil may ultimately 
prove to be the instrument of highest good for me. The 
bandits who drove off the flocks of Job were thrusting 
him down into the everlasting arms of the Shepherd. , 
The fierce jealousy of Saul kindled some of David’s 
sweetest Psalms. The stones that fell on. Stephen took 
him into the presence of the risen Saviour who rose 
from the throne of God to greet him. Since it is abso- 
lutely impossible for anyone to hurt me, though I might 
think something to be a hurt for a moment, I can never 
hold anything against anyone. 


Lord, give us the confidence that comes from resting in Thee. 


GOD MEANT IT FOR GOOD (50:20) March 8 

This must be said of anything that touches the life of 
a believer. It would be impossible for God to have an 
evil purpose toward those who have been the object 
of His love. “He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all; how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32). The whole 
plan of God is one of infinite wisdom executed in stead- 
fast love. The motives of Satan or the motives of any 
other creature can have no effect on the life of the 
believer except to bring to pass the good which God 
has planned. He is conforming us to the image of His 
dear Son, and He uses many kinds of abrasives in His 
work. All of them are for the perfecting of His purpose. 
Whether we pass through deep waters or live in the 
valley of the humdrum, His purposes are the same. All 


is for our good. 
Lord, give us the rest of faith. 


TO BRING IT ABOUT THAT MANY PEOPLES 
SHOULD BE KEPT ALIVE (50:20) March 9 

Nothing can obstruct the accomplishment of God’s 
purposes. When He set out to make a nation out of 
Israel He did it in a way that was perfect. If they had 
been allowed to grow to great numbers in the quiet of 
green pastures there would not have been flowing 
in their very veins the sense of the supernatural and 
the firmness of belief in their oneness and in their 
nationhood. By putting seventy of them in the midst of 
the sphere of Satan’s greatest power, and by exercising 
the majesty of His own might at every step of the way, 
He gave to the people the knowledge of Himself and 
the awareness that He would move nations and change 
the course of all history to take care of those whom He 
had set out to redeem for Himself. 


Lord, all that Thou doest is because Thou hast given us to 
Christ. 


| WILL PROVIDE FOR YOU AND 
YOUR LITTLE ONES (50:21) March 10 
There are scores of passages in the Word of God 
that show how tenderly He has extended His promises 
to us and to our children. “He setteth the solitary in 
families” (Psa. 68:6), the Psalmist sang. He knew this 
was true because of the promises that had been given 
throughout the former covenant for the care of the 
children of believers. When the New Testament times 
came it could not have been less true. “The promise 
is unto you and to your children,” was the word spoken 
on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:39). “Believe on the 
(Continued on page 50) 
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Christ 





“Divider” 
Men 


Suppose ye that I am come 
to give peace on earth? I tell you, 
nay, but rather division 


Lk. 12:51 


By NORTHCOTE DECK 


F course the Saviour does not want to divide men, 

for He “willeth not the death of a sinner.” But almost 

inevitably men divide themselves about Christ, for 
and against. This is tragically borne out in the events 
around the cross where the Saviour was dying on their 
behalf. 

Let us picture the scene on “the green hill.” Nearest 
the Saviour, on either side were the two malefactors, 
two enemies, who both reviled Him at the first (Mk. 
15:32). Next in nearness were five friends, His mother, 
His mother’s sister (who was not Mary, sisters were 
never called the same name in Jewish families). This 
sister was almost certainly Salome for she is three 
times classed with the other two Marys around the 
cross (in Mk. 15:40 and 16:1, and in Mt. 27:56). Then 
there was Mary of Cleopas, Mary Magdalen and John. 
Salome being John’s mother would make him the 
Lord’s young cousin, and enhance the tender relation- 
ship between the two. Next were five more enemies, the 
centurion and his four soldiers, who had shared in the 
earlier mocking, and who carried out the crucifixion. 

Next came three large classes of enemies “the chief 
priests and rulers and scribes mocking Him” (Mt. 
27:41). Then a large class of friends “a great company 
of people and women which also bewailed Him” (Lk. 
23:27). “His acquaintance” (of v. 49) who came not to 
scoff but to sympathize . . . Then furthest off, more 
enemies “they that passed by (who) reviled Him, 
wagging their heads” (Mt. 27:39). What a conglomera- 
tion of human beings, concentric circles of hate and 
love, around the One who was there only out of His 
love for them! 

So passed the dreadful hours, from “the third hour” 
(9 A.M.) till perhaps midday and the coming of the 
merciful darkness, shrouding the Saviour from the 
sight and jeers of men. And already Christ had begun 
to divide men. 


24 Duty is our part, the care is His 


The Malefactors 

Earlier both had reviled Him. Then both addressed 
a plea, a prayer, to the Central Figure. One cries, “If 
Thou be the Christ, save Thyself and us!” (Lk. 23:39). 
But even He could not grant that request. Had He 
saved Himself and come down from the cross, He would 
have left behind His best loved name of Jesus, and 
having saved Himself, He could not have saved us. This 
poor man was probably concerned only with escaping 
further agony on a cross. 

But a change had come over the other malefactor. He 
had been in the near presence of the Saviour some 
hours. He had heard the tender provision Christ had 
made for His mother. No word of complaint had come 
from those holy lips. This was no criminal, no ordinary 
man even! He must be what He claimed, the Son of 
God! And this poor degraded man had become con- 
vinced of great facts many learned and notable men 
know nothing of. He was convinced there was a life 
beyond the grave, and that man’s destiny is settled this 
side of the grave. Convinced and convicted, he rebuked 
the reviling of his companion, confessed his guilt, and 
spoke well of the Saviour. He remembered the 
Saviour’s prayer for forgiveness for those who were 
nailing Him to the cross. Perhaps he felt He might 
have compassion even on me, and forgive my sins! So 
he put up a request which is extraordinary under the 
circumstances; “Lord remember me...in thy kingdom.” 
What kingship, or kingdom could possibly belong to a 
man condemned alike by the Romans and the Jews, 
and dying on a cross? 

He puts his plea at the lowest, just “remember me” 
and in “Thy kingdom” of the far future. How quickly 
Christ responds, how much more He promises! No need 
to wait for the kingdom, “Today shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise,” is His promise. Man had been driven from 
the paradise of Eden by sin, and it is notable that the 
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very first trophy won by the Saviour on His cross, is 
promised to enter Paradise, the only time we know 
Christ used that term! So one thief was saved, that 
none need despair, and only one that none should 
presume. So they were “divided” in death. 


The Soldiers 


Next in nearness, one of the two groups of five, were 
the centurion and his four soldiers who carried out the 
crucifixion, all enemies at first. These had shared in 
the shameful mocking in the “common hall” (Mt. 27: 
27), had led Him away to be crucified, (v. 31,35). Then 
callously “sitting down they watched him there” (v. 36). 
As the hours went by they too became strangely moved 
and interested and convicted by “the things which were 
done” (Mt. 27:54). On the one hand, there was the 
evident injustice of the Jews to an innocent unresisting 
Man, and the evident bitter and focused hatred of the 
priests on that Central Figure, in contrast to the patient 
gracious uncomplaining demeanor of Christ on the 
other, as He prayed for His enemies. Then came the 
shock of the miraculous darkness at midday, through 
which they had stood on guard for three hours. Then 
the earthquake from Almighty God in the afternoon. 

All these evidently had a cumulative effect on the 
five “watchers.” We get their final reaction and con- 
viction recorded in (Mt. 27:54). “When the centurion 
and they that were with him saw the earthquake, and 
those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying 
Truly this was the Son of God!” They had heard that 
cry in derision from the crowd (Mt. 27:40), now they 
were convinced it was true. Conviction came to all five. 
Surely also conversion to the centurion when (Lk. 23: 
47) “he glorified God.” May we not hope that further 
blessed experience came to the four soldiers as well? 
So the two groups of five, the four women and John 
(of John 19:25), and the five soldiers (of Mt. 27:54), 
divided at the first, may have become blessedly united 
by the Saviour at the last. 


The Priests 


We do not read of a single priest’s becoming a be- 
liever during Christ’s ministry. Many indeed of them 
must have been present at the infamous trial, for all 
twenty-four orders of the priests were on duty at 
passover time, to help sacrifice the many lambs brought 
by families to the city. Many of them must have been 
gravely troubled and disturbed at the flagrant injustice 
when the One about whom Pilate had five times de- 
clared “I find no fault in Him,” was yet condemned to 
“please the Jews.” Numbers of these priests were in 
the temple at the time of the evening sacrifice, prepar- 
ing to kill the passover lambs. , 

Suddenly “the earth did quake and the rocks rent!” 
This was a summons from God, as if He cried “Stop! 
Hold your hands, spare those lambs and slay them not.” 
They were needed no more, and had no sacrificial value 
now, for the Lamb of God had just died on a cross, the 
only altar which had enduring value in cleansing sins. 
Now the whole sacrificial system of the Mosaic ritual 
was to “vanish away” (Heb. 8:1). 
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Then, before their horrified eyes, the veil, a great 
heavy curtain thought to have been five inches thick, 
suddenly parted asunder from the top by an unseen, 
hand. At once the livelihood of these priests was gone! 
Now there was to be “no more sacrifice for sin” (Heb. 
10:18). 

Now we know historically, sacrifices in the temple 
were continued for many more years till Jerusalem was 
destroyed by Titus in A.D. 70. And sacrifices would be 
unthinkable without a veil shutting men from God and 
so demanding sacrifices. It was the keystone of the 
whole Mosaic ritual. So of the priests “some were 
hardened” and must have joined up the veil again, 
and continued in what Paul scathingly calls “the Jew’s 
religion.” : 

But not all. Where others would seek to conceal the 
fact of the rending, others evidently reported this event 
as recorded by Matthew and Mark. Nothing would have 
more convinced them of their error, and many must 
have been conscience stricken. A few weeks later, “a 
great company of the priests became obedient to the 
faith” (Acts 6:7). Surely conviction must have come to 
them the afternoon Christ died, that this was indeed the 
Son of God as He had claimed, and that He died then 
as the Lamb of God, a Saviour. Conviction may well 
have been followed even then by saving faith and 
conversion. In any case here our Lord again proved 
a “divider” of men, and this on the highest level, the 
priests. 

Ever since, He has been dividing men, as He calls out 


a church. 
END 











English atomic scientists at Harwell have used modern atomic 
knowledge to detect leaks in water pipes. Knowing that 
some of the joints in a pipe line were leaking they injected 
radio-active sodium into the system and then walked over 
the ground with Geiger counters. At the two points in the 
line where the leaks existed the Geiger counters picked up 
the radio active water and the leaking joints were quickly 
repaired. 


If you will let the Holy Spirit have complete control of 
your being He will quickly go over your life and point out 
the places where there is spiritual leakage. Nothing in this 
universe is as sensitive as the Holy Spirit's sensitiveness to 
the presence of sin. He will show you the faults that can be 
immediately fi d, forsaken, and stopped, so that you 
can have power in your life for that which the Lord wants 
you to do. 





He that walks humbly walks surely 25 
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LESSONS 


By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


MARCH 21, 1954 


Jesus’ New Commandment 
(John 13, 14) 
(Printed Text: Jehn 13:12-17, 34, 35; 
14:21-24) 

(Devotional Reading: 1 John 4:11-21) 
DATES AND The events of this les- 
SETTINGS son, as the last, are 
those of the final week of our Lord’s 
earthly ministry just prior to the cross. 
The scene is the upper room where 
Jesus and His disciples had gathered to 
observe the Passover and conclude the 
meal with the first observance of the 


Lord’s Supper. The date, therefore, 
A.D. 30; the place, Jerusalem. 
INTRODUCTION Whenever someone 


plans to take a trip, 
intending to be absent for any appreci- 
able length of time, he usually makes 
extensive plans, elaborate preparations, 
and gives distinct last-minute instruc- 
tions to those who are to “hold the fort” 
while he is gone. These directions will 
govern the conduct of affairs during the 
interval of absence. In a very real sense, 
we may say that our Lord was prepar- 
ing for such a lengthy journey—from 
which, incidentally, He has not yet 
returned. Thus, do we find in these clos- 
ing chapters, His particular emphasis on 
what His followers were to do while 
waiting for His return—how they were 
to conduct themselves. To be sure, the 
whole of the Gospel record constitutes 
such a series of directions; but in a 
special way was this true of the last 
hours of His earthly life. Not only by 
word of mouth, but by object lesson and 
demonstration were His intentions for 
the disciples brought graphically home 
to them. Such was the case with the 
opening division of our lesson—the 
washing of the disciples’ feet. 

The lesson outline is as follows: I. 
The object lesson rehearsed (13:12-17): 
A. The example; B. The interpretation; 
C. The result. II. The new commandment 
(13:34, 35): A. New—in what way? B. 
Love; C. Testimony to the world. III. 
Promise for the future (14:21-24): A. 
—> and the believer; B. Jesus and the 
world. 


The Exposition 


JOHN 13:12-17. It was in the upper 

room, probably just after 
the supper had been placed on the table 
for the group, that Jesus performed the 
unexpected ritual which has puzzled 
Christians throughout the years. John 
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13:2 says “supper being ended,” but the 
Greek text would be better rendered 
“supper having commenced.” The group 
of disciples had just taken their places, 
reclining on the low mats or couches in 
a circular pattern, the meal being in the 
center, on a slightly raised table. We do 
not know the order in which the dis- 
ciples were lying, except that probably 
Judas was near Jesus—on one side— 
while the beloved disciple, John, was on 
His other side. Peter was across the 
table in John’s line of vision, which 
made possible his beckoning to John 
to find out from the Lord who the be- 
trayer was (John 13:23, 24). We must 
remember that the disciples lay on mats, 
probably on their left sides, reaching 
out to the table with their right hands. 
Consequently, when John leaned over to 
whisper to Jesus, he rolled over on his 
back, and with his head on Jesus’ chest, 
asked Him (John 13:25). 

But one important thing had been for- 
gotten in preparation for the meal and 
it was out of this neglect that the foot- 
washing took place. It was always cus- 
tomary for the servant of the home vis- 
ited to wash the feet of the guest as he 
came in the door as a sign of courtesy, 
to remove the dust of the journey. No 
one had done this for the disciples or 
Jesus on this occasion, since the upper 
room was borrowed for the supper and 
there were no servants present. Prob- 
ably each of the disciples was waiting to 
see whom Jesus would designate to do 
this menial task; and, I suppose, each 
hoped that it would not be given to him 
for that was slaves’ work, and ‘they con- 
sidered themselves much better than 
slaves. It was to counteract the attitude 
of superiority on the part of His disciples 
that Jesus Himself performed the task to 
the amazement of His followers. It is to 
be noticed, however, that none objected 
except Peter and his objection, I believe, 
was more in the form of a defensive 
speech. After all, he was looked upon as 
spokesman for the group, and they were 
all probably looking to Peter to make 
some appropriate comment. Surprised 
and stunned, Peter blurted out the ques- 
tion (v. 6), and followed it with open 
rebellion which was quickly suppressed 
(vv. 8, 9). 

When the washing was over, Jesus 
drew the spiritual lesson: “Do you know 
what I have done to you?” (v. 12). They 
looked up to Christ as their Leader and 
Master. They submitted to His authority. 
Yet, among themselves there always 
seemed to be that bickering and quar- 
reling—that lust for prestige and power 
(e.g., Luke 22:24). Then, too, no one had 
offered at the Passover supper to accept 
the humiliating task of washing the feet 


of those present. Christ told them that 
His action had been an example—an ob- 
ject lesson—to teach them the great 
spiritual truth of humility—of willing- 
ness to serve. “If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them.” There are 
those Christian groups today who take 
this foot-washing lesson literally and 
practice it in conjunction with their ob- 
servance of the Lord’s Supper. We would 
find no fault with them, for the sym- 
bolism can be beautifully portrayed if 
done in the right spirit. The thing to 
emphasize in this lesson is the teaching 
of humility—something those disciples of 
old (and we of today!) sadly needed to 
learn. 

JOHN 13:34,35 The Last Supper was 
actually two “meals” in 
one: the regular Passover supper of 
roast lamb and then, when that part of 
the meal was finished, the Lord insti- 
tuted a new supper as a pattern to be 
observed by His followers till He comes 
again. This was the breaking of the 
bread and the drinking of the fruit of 
the vine. It was probably as He came 
to that “second supper” that our Lord 
spoke the words of our present text- 
division concerning the new command- 
ment. Surely there was nothing new 
about the command to love those round 
about them. The Old Testament law, 
summed up by Jesus (Mt. 22:37-39) de- 
manded love toward God and fellow 
man. What was new about this com- 
mandment? Two things can be said at 
this point: the commandment to love 
was new in the sense of that being put 
into practice in a real way which had 
not been demonstrated adequately be- 
fore. Secondly, this was to be a volun- 
tary love prompted by what Christ 
accomplished on the cross for His own. 
How were the Old Testament people of 
God known to be a set-apart people? 
Through the rite of circumcision, through 
their observance of feasts and holy days, 
through their obedience to the law, etc. 
How were God’s New Covenant people 
to be recognized? By the love that they 
showed to each other (v. 35). Would to 
God the Church of Jesus Christ would 
realize this in greater measure today. 
Can we not say that the world is often 
repelled rather than won by our internal 
dissension and strife and schism? We 
need to remember that there is some- 
thing beyond the realm of doctrine: the 
“new commandment” to love one an- 
other as (i.e., “in the same way”) Christ 
loved us! What a requirement and ob- 
ligation! 
JOHN 14:21-24 His instructions to the 
disciples in the upper 
room were almost at an end. Jesus 
would soon say: “Arise, let us go hence” 
and proceed to the Garden of Geth- 
semane where He would be taken cap- 
tive and executed. But there were one 
or two more things to call to the disci- 
ples’ attention—these who were to be 
leaders in the Christian Church subse- 
quent to Christ’s departure. One of these 
factors was the relation of Christ and 
His Spirit to the world, and to the be- 
liever. The clear promise of the abiding 
Holy Spirit was given to the followers 
of Jesus. He who now dwelt with them 
would be in them. But the world can- 
not receive the Holy Spirit of God, being 
alien as far as God is concerned. 

This statement puzzled the men in the 
upper room, and Judas (not the traitor) 
gave voice to their perplexity: how 
would it be that the Lord would reveal 
His Spirit to them—Christians—and yet 
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not to the. world? The Lord answered 


‘the question centering the matter about 


love. The person who loves the Lord is, 
of course, one who has first been loved 
by the Lord (1 John 4:10); consequently, 
there has been established a relationship 
which does not exist with the worldling 
who has also been loved by Christ, but 
who fails to reciprocate with a love of 
his own. If we recognize that when man 
sinned in the Garden of Eden, his spirit 
(God-consciousness) died—shriveled up 
or atrophied—then we know that there 
can be no meeting ground in the life of 
the unbeliever for God’s Spirit. Romans 
8:16 states that God’s Spirit communes 
with our spirit; this is the meeting 
ground for the believer and his God. It 
is only when the spirit of unregenerate 
man has been made alive in Christ and 
he becomes a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17) 
that fellowship with God can be re- 
sumed, and divine love flowing through 
the redeemed man is the result. 


MARCH 28, 1954 
Jesus Strengthens His Disciples 
(John 15, 16) 
(Printed Text: John 16:1-13) 

(Devotional Reading: Acts 2:1-4, 33, 37-39) 
DATES AND At the close. of Chapter 
SETTINGS 14, the statement is 
made: “Arise, let us go hence.” This was 
the signal for the departure from the 
upper room where the Passover supper 
had been observed by Jesus and His 
disciples. They were about to go to the 
Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus 
would be taken captive and led away to 
be tried and crucified. Thus, Chapters 15, 
16 and 17 record words spoken on the 
way to the garden, in this last week of 
Jesus’ earthly ministry prior to the 
cross. 


INTRODUCTION How intimate were those 
last moments which the 
disciples spent with their Lord on the 
way to the garden. How much truth was 
packed into that time. It was indeed a 
concentrated course of study designed 
to prepare the way for the hardships 
which would follow the Saviour’s de- 
parture from the world. And in a larger 
sense, it was to give the over-all pattern 
of the events and attitudes to be faced 
by the Church down through the cen- 
turies until Christ would come again. 
Each of us may well take his stand with 
that company of followers of the Lord 
and hear personally those final instruc- 
tions from the lips of Jesus. While the 
printed text includes only thirteen 
verses, as background we may benefit 
from a consideration of the previous 
chapter as well. An outline would be 
thus: I. Fruit Bearing (15:1-17): A. Vine 
and branches; B. Service—not sonship; 
C. Divine friendship. II. The Christian 
and the world (15:18-25): A. Hatred 
promised; B. The world and sin. III. The 
Holy Spirit (15:26—16:13): A. Comforter 
and His work; B. Affliction foretold. 


The Exposition 


JOHN 15:1-17 Some time ago, a mem- 

ber of my church told 
me that she had been discussing the 
matter of the eternal security of the 
believer with a friend of another de- 
nomination. He is reported to have said 
that he would certainly love to believe 
in such security, but what would she do 
about a verse like John 15:6? Does this 
not teach that a believer who does not 
continue to abide in Christ will be cast 
out of His presence and be lost once 
more? This church member was unable 
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Again Gospel Light authors, editors, and artists have 
Originated a wonderful new Vacation Bible School 
curriculum, combining essential Bible teaching with a 
theme that captures the child’s imagination. “Pioneer- 
ing with Christ” is a companion course to “Crusading 
with Christ” and “Sailing with Christ”: 

Its purpose! To acquaint little children with Jesus, 
Christ and teach them to love Him! « To win 
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to answer the question, and it is easy 
to see why. There are certain verses in 
the Word of God which appear to mili- 
tate against the doctrine of the security 
of the believer. This is one of them. 
However, if it be kept in mind that these 
verses in John 15 do not deal with sal- 
vation or sonship, then the passage can 
be explained. Here is a section of Scrip- 
ture which speaks of service—fruit- 
bearing. The vine bears the branch, and 
that branch continues to be a branch 
even though withered and non-fruit- 
producing. Similarly, the Christian is 
born of God and is a child of God. He 
continues to be a child of God even 
though his life does not measure up to 
his high calling. There are times when 
a Christian gets into sin and out of 
fellowship with the Lord. God may have 
to put him up on the shelf, bring sick- 
ness to him, or even bring him to the 
gates of physical death before he re- 
turns in repentance to the Lord. Such a 
child of God is “cast forth as a branch”— 
and the emphasis is on the phrase “as 
branch”—for his fruit-bearing possibili- 
ties have been nullified by the sin in his 
life. It was this very thing which Paul 
sought so earnestly to guard against in 
his own life, for = feared that he might 
become “a castaway” (1 Cor. 9:27)—or, 
as it is much better translated, “dis- 
approved.” Paul wanted to make sure 
he was not cast forth as a branch, or 
“shelved” by God because of his own 
willfulness. He had no fear of losing his 
salvation, but his reward for service. 
One of the greatest verses which indi- 
cates the purpose of our salvation is 
found in John 15:16. We have been 
chosen by God through His sovereign 
grace, to go out and , fruit for His 
glory. This is the raison d’étre of the 
Christian: to bear fruit, more fruit, and 
much fruit—fruit that will remain. 


JOHN 15:18-25 The whole question of 

the Christian’s attitude 
toward the world is one of great im- 
portance today. With the secularization 
of éducation and the infiltration of the 
world into the church, today’s church 
members—particularly the young people 
—are often hard put to know where 
their responsibility lies. It is easy enough 
to say that the Christian is to be “in 
the world, but not of the world,” but 
that statement is rather ambiguous and 
needs adequate defining. Can a Chris- 
tian go to the movies, dance, play cards, 
favor a host of other questionable 
amusements? This constitutes a prob- 
lem in the Christian church, and one 
which in the last analysis must be de- 
cided by the individual Christian; it is 
a matter between him and his Lord. If 
the child of God takes a firm stand for 
Christ and maintains a life dedicated to 
the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
world is not going to want much to do 
with him. He will not have to be con- 
cerned about dropping the things of the 
world; the world will lose no time in 
dropping him. It has been well said that 
the world hates Christ and aims all of 
its viciousness at Him; therefore, the 
closer the Christian stands to the Lord, 
the more likely he is to be hit with some 
of the barbs of bitterness. 


JOHN 15:26— Once more, the Lord 
16:13 Jesus Christ introduced 
the subject of the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. ey og oJ would His work as 
Comforter be important in view of the 
persecution and suffering which the 

Christians were to undergo for their faith 
in the Lord Jesus. It is to be observed 





(15:26, 27) that there was to be a two- 
fold witness on earth—one supernatural, 
the other natural. The Holy Spirit who 
had been with the Father and the Son 
from the beginning would “testify of 
me,” Jesus said. But, at the same time, 
these followers who had been with Jesus 
from the beginning of His ministry on 
earth, would testify of Him. Thus must 
it ever be: our witness is inadequate in 
itself, but when we speak, it is the Holy 
Spirit who uses that witness, combined 
with His own to bring the message to 
the world in power. 

Observe that Jesus gave ample warn- 
ing of the hardship which was to fol- 
low (v. 2). There were at least three 
methods of putting someone out of the 
synagogue. The mild form of discipline 
was in the form of a rebuke which might 
last from seven to thirty days depending 
on the seriousness of the offense. In 
more severe cases, the offender was 
thrust out of the local congregation—a 
“cooling off” period of some thirty days 
or more. During this time, he was not 
admitted to any assembly, and was 
treated by his relatives and neighbors as 
a leper. In extreme cases an actual ex- 
communication after trial would be pro- 
nounced. Such a person was considered 
as dead. Indeed, in some cases, even an 
actual funeral was held for him. No one 
would associate with such an outcast, 
and while he might purchase food, 
clothing, and the necessities of life, no 
one might eat with him or communicate 
with him. Such was the future our Lord 
promised for His own. How this pre- 
diction has been fulfilled through the 
years as the Lord’s people have suffered 
at the hands of those who have not 
known the Father, nor Christ (v. 3) is 
well-known history. Indeed, there have 
repeatedly been those zealots—self-styled 
“protectors of the faith’—who have 
bound themselves under oath to put to 
death one whom they considered an 
enemy of true religion (Acts 23:12). 


Mark the Spanish Inquisition, or some 


of the acts of cruelty done in early 
American settlements, or the modern- 
day persecution of evangelicals in Roman 
Catholic countries, as more recent ex- 
amples of this same thing. An ancient 
tract of the Talmud (Bammidbar) 
stated: “He who sheds the blood of the 
ungodly, is equal to him who brings an 
offering to God.” This procedure has 
been duplicated again and again. 

From verses 7 through 11, the Lord 
gave certain reasons for the sending of 
the Comforter, to replace the physical 
ministry of Christ Himself. Arthur Pink, 
in his Exposition of the Gospel of John, 
says that the Holy Spirit ought not to be 
here at all. Instead, from the point of 
view of the world, Christ Himself ought 
to be here. But the world would not 
have Him! Instead of leaving His own 
“orphans,” He sent the Holy Spirit to 
them, and at the same time, the Spirit 
of God became a crushing indictment 
against the world. The Greek word 
translated “reprove” (v. 8) should be 
stronger. It means to bring irrefutable 
proof; or to convince: “.. . He will give 
the world convincing evidence . . .” The 
very presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
world “replacing” the Saviour is a con- 
vincing proof that man is a sinner and 
that his sin consisted in spurning God’s 
Son. But further, the Holy Spirit brings 
indisputable evidence of righteousness 
(v. 10)—Christ’s righteousness offered on 
our behalf and made available to us 
through the Father’s acceptance of His 


(Continued on page 33) 
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HCJB slants broadcasts to one listener, 
millions choose to listen. 


777 

More than seven hundred seventy seven government 
officials — diplomats — professionals — special guest 
speakers — missionaries — artists — musicians — and 
visitors have participated on HCJB broadcasts. 


7,777 

Churches — S.S. Classes — groups — and individuals 
contribute by prayer and gifts to the Pioneer Mis- 
sionary Radio Station. 


77 Ee 
And more letters have been received from apprecia- 
tive listeners during the past seven years. 
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777,777 
Short wave receivers are now within the reach of the 
Voice of the Andes. 


REET PLT 

And more short wave receivers will be within the 
reach of HCJB soon. Estimated number of short wave 
receivers in the world seventy million. 


77,777,777 

Might well prove to be HCJB’s listening audience 
soon. (Present world potential short wave radio 
listeners three hundred million). 


For an important part 
of this story see the 
Back Page! 
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Once upon a time (August, 1952), a radio engineer in Soviet Russia 
rigged up a short wave receiver in his own room. He had a hobby of trying 
to tune in different countries and so it was that he accidentally (?) discovered 
the signal from the Andes coming from HCJ]B, Quito, Ecuador, South 
America. 


Providentially, the Russian program was being aired at the time 
from the studios in Quito. The man was amazed. Never before had he 
heard the gospel in his own language. Never before had he heard the 
gospel! This is how he told it: “For the first time in my life, | heard the 
Word of God preached and the way of salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ 
explained. I was so interested that I wrote right away to HC]B and asked 
them to send me a Bible. I received the Bible in the Russian language and 
started to read it.” 


As a result of the broadcast coming from the Andes in the Russian 
language, this brother gave his heart to the Lord. 


How do we know this story is true? Rev. Peter Deyneka, Founder and 
General Director of Slavic Gospel Association, Inc., found this man in the 
city of Augsburg, Germany, as he and his daughter, Ruth were working 
among the DP’s. The Russian asked them to come to his room at 6:30 a.m. 
to hear the Russian broadcast. They did, and he told them this story. After 
the broadcast that morning, Rev. Deyneka explained more about the way 
of salvation to the Russian’s wife. They knelt, and she too, accepted Christ. 


Have you prayed for the different language programs as they leave the towers 
of HCJB? 


Have you given that the gospel sickle might continue to do spiritual reaping in 
the land of the sickle and the hammer. AND THE WORLD? 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
(Continued from page 28) 


Son’s finished work at Calvary. And 
thirdly, the Holy Spirit brings unmis-, 
takable evidence concerning judgment 
(v. 11), since at the cross Satan’s head 
was bruised and his power against the 
true child of God broken. Genesis 3:15, 
the first promise, had culminated in the 
work of Christ. 

How wonderful the final promise of 
our assigned text—that the Holy Spirit 
would guide us into all truth. He guides 
today those who are willing to submit 
themselves to His Word. 


Second Quarter—April, May, June 1954 
APRIL 4, 1954 
John—Gospel of Divine Love (Cont’d) 


Jesus’ Intercessory Prayer 
(John 17) 

(Printed Text: John 17:9-23) 
(Devotional Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-8a) 
DATES AND There is no_ location 
SETTINGS established for the ut- 
terance of this prayer, but we may as- 
sume that Jesus thus prayed with His 
disciples as they journeyed from the 
upper room where they had celebrated 
the Last Supper, to the Garden of 
Gethsemane where He was ultimately 
taken captive and led away to be cru- 
cified. The time, of course, was the final 
week of His earthly ministry prior to the 

cross. 


INTRODUCTION There are a number of 

instances in Scripture 
in which our Lord Jesus Christ is repre- 
sented as praying. His life was filled 
with times of prayer and, as has often 
been pointed out, if He, the Son of God, 
needed to commune with the Father, 
how much more do we! Christ believed 
in “morning devotions” (Mk. 1:35), and 
prayed, too, at the close of the day (Mk. 
6:46). Under the pressure of daily ac- 
tivity, He found time to slip away to 
fellowship with the Father (Lk. 5:15). 
Before making vital choices (e.g., His 
disciples), He spent all night in prayer. 
In the very shadow of the approaching 
cross, He cried out to God the Father 
(Lk. 22:41, 42) in Gethsemane’s gar- 
den—a point which John fails to bring 
to our attention. Then too, Christ 
prayed publicly (eg. Mt. 11:25 and 
John 11:41); our lesson for this Sunday 
deals with one of those public prayer 
utterances of our Saviour before His 
disciples. Indeed, our Lord was a person 
of great prayer and we would do well 
to emulate His example. This 17th chap- 
ter of John can well be called “The 
Lord’s Prayer” rather than the one gen- 
erally so signified. This was truly His 
intercession for His followers—for you 
and for me, living centuries later. We 
are included just as much as if we had 
been standing by His side as He prayed. 
For an outline of the entire prayer, I 
would suggest seven petitions, four of 
which appear within the confines of the 
assigned portion: I. The Son’s glorifica- 
tion (v. 1); II. Restoring the glory (v. 5); 
III. The oneness of His followers (v. 11); 
IV. Guarding against evil (v. 15); V. 
Sanctification (v. 17); VI. The future 
church (v. 20); VII. Heaven for His 
followers (v. 24). 


The Exposition 
JOHN 17:1, 5 Although these two 
verses are not in our 
prescribed lesson portion, since they in- 








clude two of the requests specifically 


33 

















made by our Lord, we want to comment 
briefly on them. The very first petition 
of our Lord in this great high priestly 
prayer was direct, forceful: “Glorify thy 
Son, in order that thy Son may also 
glorify thee.” This request was to be 
fulfilled in two ways: the Son was to 
be glorified by His being lifted up on the 
cross in payment for man’s sins. But 
the Father was to be glorified by the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Thus, as an outgrowth of the first peti- 
tion, we find (v. 5) the second: “And 
now, glorify thou me, Father, in the 
presence of thyself, with the glory which 
I had in thy presence before the world 
was.” I have changed the AV transla- 
tion slightly, to bring out the sharper 
meaning of the Greek text. Christ was 
asking the Father that He might be re- 
stored to the Father’s presence where 
He had been before the incarnation. 
There would He take up the glory He 
had voluntarily laid aside when He be- 
came flesh. Keeping in mind that the 
Lord Jesus Christ could never pray a 
prayer that the Father would not an- 
swer, how rich and full are these words. 


JOHN 17:9,10 It is significant that 

throughout His ministry 
on earth, our Lord made a distinct divi- 
sion between those who are the people 
of God and those who are outcasts from 


Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of 
man as some teach. Without any hesi- 
tancy, our Lord spoke of some as being 
of the devil’s family (John 8:44) while 
those who put their trust in Christ as 
Saviour, are the members of the family 
of God. And here, just before the cross, 
Jesus spoke these dividing words in His 
prayer: “I do not ask concerning the 
world, but for those whom thou hast 
given to me, for they are thine” (v. 9). 
What a comfort it is to know that our 
Lord is interceding for His own even 
today. 


JOHN 17:11-13 Our Lord Jesus Christ, 


being God, could of 
course live in two worlds at once. Thus 
could He say “. .. no man hath ascended 


up to heaven, but he who came down 
from heaven, even the Son of man who 
is in heaven” (John 3:13), while being 
on earth. Also, He could do that which 
you and I cannot do—stand off and sur- 
vey the circumstances round about and 
even before Him. This is what our text 
tells us, for the Lord spoke as if He were 
already finished with His earthly work, 
although the cross was yet before Him. 
Truly, the work was completed for our 
Lord, as God, could see the entire scope 
of history—that which we call past, 
present and future. With God there is 
no past or future; only one eternal 
present. It was for this reason that the 
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Saviour, standing as He was in the midst 
of His disciples, could still say: “I am 
no longer in the world.” 

Then notice the request He made: 
“. . guard in thy name, those whom 
thou hast given to me, that they may 
be one.” In addressing His Heavenly 
Father, our Lord used a title which the 
pope of Rome has blasphemously ap- 
plied to himself—“Holy Father.” How 
dare any man usurp a name which be- 
longs to God Almighty alone! But, oh 
how the prayer has been answered. The 
Father does guard in His own name those 
who are redeemed through Christ. Our 
Lord clearly set this forth in His re- 
marks concerning the double protection 
which is ours as Christians: held in 
Jesus’ hand, and covered over by the 
Father’s hand in a lasting security (John 
10:28, 29). And here we have also the 
request for a oneness among the fol- 
lowers of Christ. True, we have denomi- 
national differences, even as the Bible 
says there should be (1 Cor. 11:19, where 
the word “heresies” might well read 
“sects” or even “denominations”). Yet, 
there is a unity—a oneness—among those 
who truly love the Lord regardless of 
their denomination; we are agreed on 
the central issues concerning Christ and 
His great salvation, and divided only on 
the side items. 
JOHN 17:14-19 The next principal peti- 
tion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ concerning His own is in verse 15. 
The Christian is not to try to escape 
from the world in some cloistered se- 
clusion; instead, he is to know that right 
in the midst of the world with all of its 
sin and strife, he is being kept from evil. 
We should never think that our God is 
going to lift us out of the midst of our 
problems and difficulties—our testings 
and temptations. That is not His prom- 
ise, nor was it for this that our Saviour 
prayed. Rather, God puts a hedge about 
us as He did about Job (Job 1:10), so 
that these harmful things cannot get 
through to us. This is in answer to 
Jesus’ prayer. In verse 17, we have the 
prayer for our sanctification, and the 
word used suggests putting into action 
the process at once without delay. Ac- 
tually, we know that sanctification is not 
an act but a process; it is akin to your 
spiritual development, which makes you 
more like Christ today than you were 
when you were first saved. Every time 
the Holy Spirit takes some of the truth 
of God (v.17) and applies it to your life, 
He is invoking the sanctification process 
in answer to this prayer. The root 
meaning of “sanctification” is to set aside 
or apart for the purpose of devotion to 
God. This is why our Saviour said that 
He sanctified Himself for us, that we 
might also be set apart for the Father’s 
glory. And working along with the idea 
of sanctification is the responsibility of 
the child of God—to be sent into the 
world (v. 18). 
JOHN 17:20-24 Something of the far- 
reaching quality of the 
Christian movement is seen in the sixth 


tn trata’ hild. SER 
see ae neve sien cgi eae request of the Lord ws a in this 
prayer (v. 20). His thoughts were not 

Gospel Light Bible lessons are | City Zone. State. for the immediate disciples alone, but 





as He prayed those words, our Lord had 
in mind every one of those whom the 
Father had given Him from eternity— 
all the unborn multitudes who would 
through the years believe the gospel 
message and become the children of God. 
At this point, Jesus Christ had you and 
me in mind, as we have said—all of us 
who are born again. 
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perience of each age group, these courses cover 
the Bible in a systematic plan, the equivalent of 
@ thorough Bible study course. 
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‘PROMOTES EVANGELISM 
IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


“One of the best tools of evangelism 
for the Sunday School is the Scripture 
Press Cradle Roll Course,” says a pastor 
of a growing church in a middle-size 
town. 


As proof of this pudding, the pastor 
can point to a Sunday School which has 
doubled its size in three years—and at the 
same time contributed considerably to 
the growth of the church. 


This story is being told many times 
over today as churches of all denomina- 
tions use the exciting new All-Bible 
Cradle Roll Course. It is complete in 
every way, including a series of letters 
directed to the parents of new-born 
babies, special-day cards, a diploma and 
special instructions to the Cradle Roll 
superintendent. 


For the church and Sunday School that 
wants to grow today, the All-Bible Cradle 
Roll Course is the answer. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL PAPERS 
HIT KIDS 
WHERE THEY LIVE 


Already famous the world over are the 
two Scripture Press Sunday School papers 
slanted to meet the reading demands of 
teen agers—Power (high school and 
young people) and My Counsellor 
(junior high). 

Power is a perfect tie-in with the new 
Senior or high school ABGS Sunday 
School lessons to reach the high school 
students where they are today. 


As a worker in a home-missions effort 
in Manitoba, Canada, says, “We think 
your paper Power is a wonderful asset 
in reaching and keeping the young people 
around here.” 

A student on the East Coast says, “I 
have greatly enjoyed reading Power. In 
fact, it helped to lead me to accept Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour and to live for Him.” 


CURIOUS FACTS ABOUT 
HANDWORK MATERIALS 


Intriguing VBS handwork projects are 
designed for the 1954 All-Bible Vacation 
School Lessons. Each project requires 
only a small amount of material, but the 
total materials used by all pupils for one 
summer reaches a staggering figure. 


According to Scripture Press, hundreds 
of thousands of pupils using ABVS this 
year will use for a variety of projects—a 
total of 3,030,000 sq. ft. or 214 carloads 
of construction paper, as well as 17 
miles of flannel. 


For special projects such as wallets, 
pupils will use 337,000 sq. ft. of imita- 
tion leather and 162 miles of lacing. 
Making the attractive telephone index 
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pads, youngsters will use 11,500 sq. ft. 
or 700 lbs. of aluminum foil, 750,000 
screws, 125,000 hinges and enough tag 
sieieepennncthanamanoleannaialied. 


These two projects alone will require 
48,000 bottles or 300 gallons of lacquer 
for decorations. 


NEW VISUAL AIDS 
JUST RELEASED 


Two new Suede-graph visual aids (for 
the flannelboard) have been released by 
Scripture Press. Both titles have been 
requested repeatedly by Sunday School 
teachers across the Nation. 





Jonah Suede-graph contains the com- 
ang story of this rebellious prophet in 

ve scenes. Eight pages of suede-backed 
figures help tell the story. 


Naaman Suede-graph tells the story of 
the great Syrian captain who learned 
about the true God from a little maid. 
Eight moving scenes are depicted with 
six pages of suede-backed figures. 


Figures for both stories are in color, 
and are die-cut. Each sells at $1.25. 


I 
| MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


; Scripture Press: 


i : " P 
1 Yes, please send me immediately free information on the following: 


( New Senior (High School) All-Bible 
Graded Lessons 


Colorful Sunday School papers 
[1 Power (High School) 


a 








Name 


TEEN AGERS ON RAMPAGE 


MANY BROUGHT TO CHRIST 
THROUGH ABGS LESSONS 


Newspapers across the coun- 
try today tell frightening stories 
of high school students on a 
rampage of crime and lawless- 
ness. Timed perfectly to meet 
the demand for reaching these 
teen agers with the Gospel of 
Christ, Scripture Press has com- 
pletely revamped the Senior 
All-Bible Graded Sunday 
School lessons. 

As a result, Sunday School 
teachers today find these stream- 
lined, hard-hitting, Bible-cen- 
tered lessons are what they need 
to lead high school students 
into a closer walk with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The new lessons are prepared 
by young people’s leaders— 
men and women who know the 
problems of youth today and 
who know the only solution to 
those problems, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


TEENS LIKE LESSONS 

Alberta, Canada—‘My Sen- 
ior girls and I are enjoying your 
very excellent course. It seems 
to deal with the very things 
that young people are asking 
to know about; and it has been 
a real blessing to my own heart 
as I prepare and teach these 
lessons.” 
whitianieh anstsoaepigteteeanaipamandinaiadiil 5 
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We are including verse 24 even though 
it is not assigned to us, for it presents 
the final petition in the prayer. We have 
already mentioned that it was totally 
impossible for the Lord Jesus Christ to 
ask the Father for something that the 
Father would not give Him. Thus, when 
we find His request that we shall ulti- 
mately be in Heaven with Him, can we 
not take this as a further indication of 
our security in Christ? We who are in 
Christ shall be with Christ, because He 
prayed that it shall be so. 

Truly, as we meditate upon the words 
of this beautiful prayer, we cannot help 
but feel that we are treading on holy 
ground. How teacher and student alike 
who study this lesson ought to bow low 
before the Saviour who has so mar- 
velously provided for our welfare now 
and eternally. 


young life 


The unique Christian magazine 


for Teenagers talks their language 


packs a punch for vital Christianity 


Send a gift subscription to a 
teenage friend have it in your 


home monthly 


YOUNG LIFE Campaign 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
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| ree a village in which everyone 
is kind, generous, patient and 
truthful — in which there is not even the 
slightest trace of hypocrisy, envy or 
strife! That’s THE VILLAGE OF LOVE—a 
village ruled by the love of Christ — a village entered only 

by the cross. 

THE VILLAGE OF LOVE will capture the imagination, captivate 
the heart of every boy and girl in your school. Though planned 
for a 10-day Daily Vacation Bible School, THE VILLAGE OF 
LOVE is equally adaptable for Bible clubs, junior churches and 
religious instruction classes in public schools. 


HERE ARE THE COMPLETE, EASY-TO-FOLLOW MATERIALS YOU'LL USE: 


THE VILLAGE OF LOVE MANUAL ...:/>>s:. THE VILLAGE OF LOVE WORKBOOK — 
—for director and teach }. for the beginner and primary child 
_— pictures, y work, p " 
questions, etc. for every day. 


THE VILLAGE OF LOVE HANDWORK 
PACKET — for junior and interme- 
diates — instructions and 


materials for building a Ri: 
real VILLAGE OF LOVE. “Sng 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


1528 NORTH THIRD STREET, HARRISBURG, PA. 












ers — each day’s program 
outlined from start to 
finish. 
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APRIL 11, 1954 
Betrayal and Crucifixion 
(John 18-19; 21:15) 


(Printed Text: John 19:17-30) 
(Devotional Reading: Psalm 16) 


INTRODUCTION The lesson before us for 
consideration is the 
Johannine text of the crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ and the events leading up 
to that sordid and climactic occurrence. 
It is this writer’s conviction that the 
period just prior to Christ’s death on 
the cross is one of the most vague in all 
of our thinking concerning the life of 
our Lord. We all know that He went to 
the cross. Probably the majority of 
Christians could give, in order, the seven 
last words and the happenings which 
prompted them. We know that Joseph 
of Arimathaea sought Christ’s body and 
he and Nicodemus prepared it for burial 
and placed it in the tomb. But what of 
the hours before Jesus arrived at Gol- 
gotha? Here confusion reigns in much 
of our thinking. Consequently, the 
writer is going to devote this Sunday 
school lesson to a recitation of the 
chronological order of events in the final 
hours of Christ’s earthly ministry up to 
His crucifixion. It is our hope that this 
will prove beneficial to the readers and 
teachers of this lesson material. 

Let us remember that no one Gospel 
gives the complete story of Jesus’ life 
and death. The Gospels were not written 
as histories but as “tracts” produced to 
convert people to Christ, and conse- 
quently given different emphasis by the 
four evangelists. In order to get a day- 
by-day picture of that which took ag 
in Jesus’ ministry, it is necessary 
compare pote Mark, Luke and » Pm 
and put all their stories together in a 
sort of composite picture. The scene 
opens in the Garden of Gethsemane just 
after Jesus had been betrayed by Judas 
and was led away captive. 


The first stop along the 
way to the cross was 
the home of Annas, the ex-high priest. 
Basically, there was no justification for 
this visit at all, for Annas was not the 
high priest; he was acting only in an 
emeritus capacity. After his term of 
office was finished, Annas had seen to it 
that he would still be the power behind 
the throne by arranging for the appoint- 
ment of his five sons and his son-in-law 
(Caiaphas) as subsequent high priests in 
his stead. They were virtually puppets 
while he pulled the strings. 


JOHN 18:12-14 


JOHN 18:19-24 Thus, the soldiers had 
orders to bring Jesus to 
Annas’ home first for an inquisition. We 
have no record of what took place at 
Annas’ home, for the next thing we 
find is that Annas sent Jesus to his son- 
in-law who was actually the high priest 
in charge that year—Caiaphas. Observe 
that this appears to have been a private 
consultation in the quiet of the high 
priest’s chambers. Caiaphas questioned 
Jesus on two principal counts (v. 19): 
(1) concerning His disciples—so that he 
might also incriminate them and dispose 
of them; (2) concerning His doctrine— 
so that he might get Jesus to make some 
statement to bring guilt upon Himself. 
To the first question, Jesus answered 
nothing; He refused to include the dis- 
ciples in the investigation. To the second 
question, He simply said: “I have not 
preached in dark corners; everyone 
heard what I said; why don’t you ask the 
multitudes?” 


ETERNITY 


MARK 14:53, In order for a man ‘to 
55-65 be put to death under 
Jewish law, it was necessary (in Jesus’ 
day) to bring him before the high re- 
ligious court—the Sanhedrin—and have 
them pronounce sentence. 
then, they did not do the executing. 
That was left for the Romans who ruled 
over the Jews. The religious court would 
pass sentence and then turn the criminal 
over to Roman authorities to do the dirty 
work of execution. Ordinarily, this ap- 
pearance before the Sanhedrin was dur- 
ing the day—never at night. Yet, these 
depraved religious leaders were so in- 
tent on disposing of Jesus that they had 
schemed together to hold a mock trial 
at night. This was absolutely illegal, but 
so vicious were their desires that they 
felt the midnight trial justified. Let it 
be noticed as well that this so-called 
“trial” was not held in the court room of 
the Sanhedrin proper, but in the high 
priest’s palace; another illegality. 


LUKE 22:66-71 About that time, prob- 
ably some of the mem- 
bers of this “supreme court” of the 


Jews—the Sanhedrin—realized that this 
trial would go down on history’s pages 
as a black mark against them. So, to 
give the trial an aura of legality, just 
after dawn, they held another mock trial 
so that they might say: “Well, we gave 
Him a fair trial in a decent manner, as 
it should be.” Thus we find that they 
dragged the Lord Jesus Christ into the 
main court for a very brief rehearsal of 
what had gone on the night before. The 
same questions were asked, and it was 
obviously only a formality. The decision 
to execute Jesus had already been made, 
the whole thing was all “cut and dried.” 
The Scripture passage tells the story. 


JOHN 18:28-38 Let us stop a moment 
and notice what we 
have studied so far. All 
had been done at night or in the early 
morning hours. All had also been ac- 
complished by Jewish authorities; Christ 
had not been brought before any Roman 
officials. However, about 6:30 or 7 
o'clock in the morning, the blood-thirsty 
religious leaders brought Jesus to the 
palace of Herod where the Roman Gov- 
ernor, Pilate, was. Remember, at this 
point, that it was the custom of most of 
the Roman officials to spend their nights 
in sensual debauches and they would 
usually sleep off a hangover the follow- 
ing day. Hardly would they therefore 
be expected to get up at the early hour 
of 6:30 or 7 o’clock in the morning. This 
will explain what appears to be a gruff 
and unpleasant manner of the governor 
when the Jews approached him with 
their Prisoner. Let it be noticed also 
that the Jews were very particular; 
pious hypocrites that they were, they 
did not want to soil their lily-white souls 
by entering the Gentile court or palace. 
Thus, they stood outside and requested 
that Pilate come to them. Had they 
“defiled” themselves by entering the 
Gentile palace, they could not have par- 
taken of the Passover a short time later. 
It seemingly mattered little to them that 
they were condemning an innocent man 
to death; that did not trouble their 
consciences. 


LUKE 23:6-12 Pilate found himself in 
a mess. He recognized 
in Jesus a man who was getting a raw 
deal! Pilate’s wife even warned her hus- 
band not to pronounce a condemnation 
on Jesus. “I have suffered many things 
in a dream this night” she reported. 
Pilate himself—not finding any just 
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Easter Scenery Background 
for Church or School Auditorium. 
Three blending scenes, beautifully 
reproduced in natural colors. 
Length 1914 ft., height 7 ft.—end 
sections 4 ft. 1014 in. wide; Cen- 
ter section 9 ft. 9 in. wide. Com- 
plete, delivery extra, $8.50. 


RECITATIONS AND PROGRAM HELPS 


EASTER PROGRAM BOOK NUMBER 
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Intermediate material 
(illustrated) .............. 


| closes with missionary 
emphasis; 
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tations and Exercises; 10c. 











logues and Recitations for all ages; 40c. 


COKESBURY EASTER PROGRAM: Contains pageants, recitations 
and departmental programs for observance of Holy Week 


and Easter; various age groups; 35c. 


MEIGS EASTER SELECTIONS NO. 9: Playlets, Pantomimes and 


Recitations for all ages; 40c. 


EASTER HELPER NO. 54: Exercises and 
Recitations—all ages; 35c. 


NEW EASTER BUTTON 
No. 4. Shows yellow Cross, Hyacinths 
and white Easter Lilies against laven- 
der background with inscription, ‘‘He 
is Risen’’. (illustrated) Dozen 25c¢; 100 
$2.00. 


THE RISEN CHRIST: A reverent 
~{ service narrating events Palm Sun- 
day to Easter; includes hymns and EASTER 


10¢. No. 537: Holds $1.00 in 
CHILDREN’S PRAISES: Songs, Reci- 


WELCOME EASTER MORN: Effective 3”, holds $1.00 i 
and impressive service with Songs, 
Responsive Readings, etc.; 15c. 


EASTER SUGGESTION BOOK NO. 14: Drills, Tableaux, Dia- 





WLA4 SUPPLIES for « TRIUMPHANT EASTER 





CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION 
Pict-0-Graph No. 2181: For flanne! board—includes 
Prayer in the Garden, Betraya! Trial, Christ carry- 
ing the Cross, etc. Complete $1.25 


RESURRECTION MORN: 


Heyy mo interpretation of the Easter message 
for the flannel board, prepared in attractive colors 
on flannelblot stock. fi illustrated) complete $1.00. 





COIN COLLECTOR 


dimes; size342"x21", 

dozen 60c.; 100 $3. 95. 
No. 535: Same desi mi 
as No. 537, size 54% 


dimes_ with provision — 
for bills or checks: doz- 
en 65c; 100 $4.25. 


GREETING CARDS 
New Easter assortment, 
12 lovely designs hon: 
oring the Risen Christ, 

appropriate Bible verses, with envelopes; Box 65c. 


EASTER SOUVENIRS 


CROSSES: Assorted designs in colors with Scrip- 
ture verses, 442” length; Dozen 20c; 100 $1.35. 


LUMINOUS CROSS NO. 3015: Cream white plastic 
with purple tassel, 242” length; each 15¢; doz.$1.65. 


EASTER TAG U-5470: Colorful Tulip design; Scrip- 
ture greeting and text withcord; doz. 25c¢; 100$1.50. 


gases bag ty for Church Seretene. 
Two designs: ‘Women at the Tomb” or ‘‘Victor 
ous Chris ™ with Tomb in ao Me 
design) 100 $2.00; 1000 $14. 


OFFERING aI to match above bul- 
letins. (Designate design) 100 80c; 1000 $6.00. 








Add 15c postage on orders under $3.00 and Sc for each additional $1.00. 
Complete Catalog showing full line of Sunday School Supplies sent free on request. 





WM.H. DIETZ, INC. 


Order your Easter needs today. 


10 So. Wabash Avenue, Dept. 32, Chicago 3, Ill. 





cause of death—wanted to free Jesus and 
probably for once in his evil life, Pilate 
had a compassionate thought of mercy. 
Picture his delight, therefore, when he 
caught the name of Galilee in one of the 
accusations hurled against Jesus. This 
would give him a way out of the 
dilemma; he could “pass the buck” to 
Herod who was a Galilean, and would 
have authority to try the case. 


LUKE 23:13-25 Jesus’ refusal to answer 
any of the questions 
Herod put to Him necessitated His return 
to Pilate’s jurisdiction, and when the 
populace (who had been, by this time, 
prompted by the chief priests and re- 
ligious leaders) demanded Jesus’ death, 
Pilate finally consented and gave sen- 
tence which concurred with their wishes. 


RESUME We have now seen the 
series of so-called in- 
terviews and trials experienced by our 
Lord. Three of them were prior to dawn: 
(1) before Annas; (2) before Caiaphas; 
(3) before the Sanhedrin members. One 
of the interviews was just at dawn— 
before the Sanhedrin the second time. 
And three interviews were conducted 
subsequent to dawn—in the early morn- 
ing hours: (1) before Pilate; (2) before 
Herod; (3) before Pilate once more for 
the final sentencing. 


To these “interviews”— 
grueling sessions that 
they were—might be added the shameful 
indignities which were heaped upon our 
Lord: the spitting, beard pulling, cloth- 
ing with purple robes, mocking, jeering, 
the terrible scourging. The scourge con- 
sisted of a heavy leather whip with sev- 
eral tails to it, each having pieces of 
metal or stone—oftentimes sharp hooks— 
imbedded therein. These hooks would 
tear and rip chunks of flesh from the 
victim’s back as time after time the whip 
was lashed across the skin of his back, 
stretched taut over his frame as he was 
doubled across the whipping post. Is it 
any wonder that Christ could not carry 
His cross all the way, but had to be as- 
sisted by Simon the Cyrenian? 

How our thoughts ought to be turned 
to this agony of our Lord Jesus Christ 
at this season of the year. He suffered 
all of this for us and paid the death 
penalty which He, as God, had estab- 
lished for the sinner. The beautiful 
hymn, written by Ben H. Price, gives us 
ample cause to reflect on our Saviour’s 
love exhibited in this horrible—yet 
wonderful—way: 


Can you reject such matchless love? 
Can you His claim disown? 

Come, give your all in gratitude, 
Nor leave Him thus alone. 


CONCLUSION 
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Rates L. Kerrer, Book Review Editor 


Your God Is Too Small. J. B. Phillips. 

Macmillan. 140 pp. $2.00. 

Your God Is Too Small is a powerful 
presentation of inadequate and adequate 
concepts of God. J. B. Phillips is the 
author of the paraphrases of the epistles 
and Gospels well-known for their fresh- 
ness, vividness and reality of style. 
(Letters to Young Churches and The 
Gospels Translated into Modern English). 

The book is divided into two parts, the 
first of which aims to destroy false ideas 
about God. The Christian might well 
take stock here to see if his own con- 
cepts of God are true. Among the false 
ideas repudiated are: “Resident Police- 
man, Parental Hangover, Managing Di- 
rector, Grand Old Man, Meek and Mild, 
Pale Galilean.” It may surprise the 
reader to find some of his own ideas in 
this part of the book. 

The second part may be summarized 
in his own words. “We can never have 
too big a concept of God, and the more 
scientific knowledge (in whatever field) 
advances, the greater becomes our idea 
of His vast and complicated wisdom. Yet 
unless we are to remain befogged and 
bewildered and give up all hope of ever 
knowing God as a Person, we have to 
accept His own planned focusing of 
Himself in a human being, Jesus Christ.” 
There follows an orthodox, doctrinal, but 
cogently contemporary, treatment of sin 
and its results, of resurrection, death and 
of the practice of Christianity. Through- 
out the book he anticipates and answers 
many of the standard criticisms often 
met by Christians. 

Occasionally the reader may feel that 
his own notions are more concrete for 
himself than are those of the author, but 
this is too rare to detract from the value 
of the book; and Phillips’ rephrasing of 
these notions may even prove valuable 
in the reader’s efforts to present these 
ideas to his friends. It is very refreshing 
and worthwhile to read this picture of 
God written in terms which are clear 
and unmistakable. Many believers find 
themselves unable to speak of spiritual 
things without resorting to a vocabulary 
which is really quite incomprehensible 
to today’s individuals, be they educated 
or not. If we want to present a practical 
Christ, it must be in terms which the 


hearer can understand. Phillips writes in 
such terms, and the book may be recom- 
mended to believers in search of a pres- 
ent day expression of the truths that he 
knows well. It should also be extremely 
valuable for sceptics who have an in- 
adequate realization of the all-impor- 
tance of Christ in man’s reaching God. 
Davi BARNHOUSE 


Christian Approach To Culture. Emile 
Caillet. Abingdon Press. 288 pp. $3.75. 
Heavy reading, deeply philosophical, 

but worth the journey. The contents 

would be more correctly described as a 

history of ideas. The author is a very 

brilliant professor of Christian philoso- 
phy at Princeton Theological Seminary. 
D.G.B. 


The Image of God in Man. David S 
Cairns. The Philosophical Library. 255 
pp. $4.00. 

Very heavy reading by a famed Scot- 
tish professor. The book is a discussion 
of the Christian doctrine of human re- 
sponsibility, and studies man in relation 
to others (I-Thou), to things (I-It) and 
to God (I-God). The book is an im- 
portant contribution to Christian phi- 
losophy in its defense of man as a crea- 
ture and not as an evolutionary animal. 
It ‘is esvecially strong in its defense 
against the attacks - Marx and Freud. 

D.G.B. 


The Moody Bible Story Book. Moody 

Press. 639 pp. Illustrated. $4.95. 

The text of this children’s book is 
based on a translation of the well-known 
Dutch Bible story book, Bijbel in Vertel- 
ling en Beeld by G. Ingeversen. The 
story’s arrangement follows the Bible 
outline and there is a Scripture Index 
which makes it easy to locate specific 
stories. There is a total of 370 stories; 
250 from the Old Testament, and 120 
from the New Testament. The two-color 
illustrations are well done as is the 
jacket which is designed by ETERNITY 
artist, Robert Doares. 

This is the best book in its field this 
reviewer has seen. Theologically, the 
book is conservative; the language is 
simple enough for most children above 
five. 

Paut A. Hopkins 








North Africa Is Like a Loin Chop... 


Narrow along the Mediterranean, expanding at the Atlantic . . . 
and no meat. 20,000,000 Moslems, suffering leanness of soul and spiritually 
dead. They need missionaries and you can send them. 


For full information, write 


NORTH AFRICA MISSION .- 


but no fat 


1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





Notes on the Parables of Our Lord. Rich- 
‘ard C. Trench. Revell. 518 pp. $3.75. 
Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord. Rich- 
ard C. Trench. Revell. 517 pp. $3.75. 

Several months ago in this column 
The Parable of Our Lord and the Mir- 
acles of Our Lord, by Bishop Trench, 
were reviewed as published by the Baker 
Book House. The Baker Book House 
edition was a popular presentation of 
this great two-volume work on the min- 
istry of Christ. 

Fleming H. Revell now gives us these 
two volumes as they were originally 
written by Bishop Trench. This edition 
differs from the Baker Book House edi- 
tion in that all the critical apparatus, the 
various and copious notes from the 
Greek, Latin, French and German are 
included. This Revell reissue may be 
thought of as the scholar’s edition in 
that it gives him the working tools that 
Trench used in order to form his con- 
clusions on various matters in the text. 

Notes on the Parables of Our Lord and 
Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord, in 
any edition, are a must for the intelli- 
gent Bible student. These volumes have 
long been a standard work in the field 
of study covering the life of our Lord. 

R.L.K. 





EASTER SERMONS 


“we. Seven Sayings on the Cross”’ 
“The Resurrection Body” 
“Many Infallible Procfs” of 
Christ's resurrection 
All 3 for 45c 
Get 30 more of Humberd’s 
Books for $8.09 
Humberd Press, Box E, Flora, Ind. 











YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
SUBSTITUTES 


Support your own missionary. A native of 
Africa or India can be supported for $35- 
$150.00 a year. We co~perate only with 
eva lical and e listic Missions. 
We get you reports “of your worker. Write 
for information. 

Missionary Prayer League, Inc. 

89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 




















The books reviewed in_ these 
columns, as well as other books 
can be purchased through Eternity 


Book Service, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











BOOKS by DR. BARNHOUSE 


Teaching the Word of Truth ...... 





God’s Methods for Holy Living ..... iy 
His Own Received Him Not But...... by 
God" a RE cei Ne gr er 3.00 
Emotions, Nerves and nd Christianity 10 
The Bible and the Future .......... 25 
Small Scofield Bible ................ 3.25 
Large Scofield Bible ................ 3.75 
Enclosed is my ith zs... 





Send the checked books to: 











TERNITY BOOK SERVICE 





1716 Pane Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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“Here is the Greatest Biblical Preaching of the 20th Century.” 
—Wilbur M. Smith 
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PRINCE OF 
EXPOSITORS 





Westminster Chapel, 
London, England 









For more than thirty years, Dr. Morgan’s 

brilliant Westminster sermons have been all 

but impossible to obtain. Now all Christians may 

secure these sermons in the new, magnificent set, 

THE WESTMINSTER PULPIT .. . Here are nearly 

300 of Dr. Morgan’s sermons —his very finest — just as 

they were delivered from his pulpit . . . Read these vol- 

umes and learn why G. Campbell Morgan drew and moved 
multitudes with sheer exposition. 


HERE'S HOW YOU CAN GET YOUR 
SET OF THE WESTMINSTER PULPIT 


SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER: If you order 








Volume I of this set will be published on April 5, 1954; ‘ : 
subsequent volumes will be published at intervals of four Yes pie edleens, Wehene t wih te iecead oe ae = 
to six months. When the ten-volume set is completed it after Publication Date and subsequent volumes will be 
will be priced at $36.00 (if purchased as a set) or at $4.00 mailed to you as they become available. (If you wish 
per volume (if volumes are purchased individually). only Volume I, it will be priced at $4.00.) 

CLIP THIS ORDER TODAY AND SAVE! 














} Gentlemen: oO Please enter my order for 1 copy of Vol. I only. 

0 i oO Please enter my order for one ten-volume set of CD Enclosed i heck MO. i t 

THE WESTMINSTER PULPIT at the special, a eS ee ee 

pre-publication price.* ies 
A ND /L 70 0 Enclosed is my check or M.O. in amount of 0 Charge my account. 

$32.50. (1 will receive all vols. as they are i 
i published at no further charge.) Name............ - i 
i ( Enclosed is my check or M.O. in amount of i 
i $3.25. (This is payment for Vol. I; subse- TAI ss simsitsittstriniaominasi i 
quent vols. will be charged to me at $3.25 H 
per vol.) CR ns cw — j 


B 0 0 4 23 E l l E H ( Charge my account $3.25 per vol. as they *This offer applies only if this coupon is mailed 
are published. before April 5, 1954. 
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The MEW Evangelical ONE -VOLUME Commentary 


The Newest, Finest and Fully Up-to-Date 
Conservative Commentary for the General Reader 
















You will thrill 
to this 
wonderful 
new work 
for study 
and 
reference 
in 


your home! 


$795 
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“The entire volume breathes an 
atmosphere of freshness, of new 
approaches, of the enthusiastic de- 
sire to get at the meaning of the 
text. Scarcely any volume pub- 
lished in our generation relating 
to the exposition of the Word of 
God could meet such a great need, 
and bring so much joyful reassur- 
ance to its readers as this remark- 
















able work.” 


—Dr. Witspur M. SmitH 








1200 PAGES OF COMMENTARY, INTRODUCTION, AND EXPOSITION 
BY FIFTY OUTSTANDING EVANGELICAL SCHOLARS 


At Your Christian Bookstore, or 


Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company 


255 Jefferson Avenue, S.E. 


Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 





The Pastor and His Library. Elgin S. 

Moyer. Moody Press. 160 pp. $2.50. 

In 1944, the author, who is librarian 
and teacher at the Moody Bible Institute, 
published a booklet entitled Building a 
Minister's Library, as an outgrowth of 
his teaching ministry. The present vol- 
ume is not just a revision of the smaller 
work, but an expansion of the theme— 
how ministers may build, equip, index 
and catalogue their libraries so that they 
may be of maximum use. 

The book is written as a textbook for 
a currently offered course on the sub- 
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ject at Moody, and will be useful for 
other schools which may contemplate, 
or already offer, such a study. But it 
will also be of great value to the indi- 
vidual pastor or student who is begin- 
ning a library. It is strongly recom- 
mended that the system Dr. Moyer sets 
forth be put into operation as soon as a 
library is begun—with the first few 
books—not after a great many books 
have been gathered. A library loses much 
of its value if it possesses no order. “As 
a man orders his library, so will he order 
his thinking, his conduct and his church” 
is very true indeed. 





Dr. Moyer’s book, The Pastor and His 
Library, is strongly recommended to all 
students and young ministers just be- 
ginning their libraries. It will help you 
avoid useless purchases, and enable you 
to build your library properly. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


The New Testament: A Survey. Merrill 

C. Tenney. Eerdmans. $5.50. 

In this encyclopedic survey, the prod- 
uct of many years of intensive study, the 
dean of the Graduate School of Wheaton 
College gives a comprehensive and inte- 
grated view of the New Testament 
against its environment. A master of the 
whole range of relevant literature and a 
scholar fully aware of contemporary 
criticism and data, Dr. Tenney writes 
from the perspective of a convinced 
evangelical. With competence and stylis- 
tic economy he describes the social, eco- 
nomic and cultural conditions of the 
Greco-Roman world, sketches the im- 
portant philosophies, and illuminatingly 
sets forth the variety and teaching of 
first century Judaism. He also discusses 
each book separately, outlining it lucidly, 
indicating its major doctrines and unique 
features, and dealing authoritatively with 
any problems which may be involved. 
In addition to an extensive bibliography 
and a full index, Dr. Tenney provides 
helpful charts, maps, and chronological 
tables. 

Objection may be raised because in 
such a wide-ranging survey many sub- 
jects must be handled very cursorily, 
perhaps even inadequately: only ten 
pages, for example, are devoted to the 
entire Gospel of Matthew. Granting that, 
however, it is still true that this com- 
pendium is simply without a rival at the 
present time. VERNON GROUNDS 


The Basis of the Premillennial Faith. 
Charles C. Ryrie. Loizeaux Brothers. 
157 pp. Index. $2.50. 

Here is a timely little book on the 
premillennial position, which appears at 
a very appropriate time. This is so for 
at least two reasons: (1) a number of 
Christian leaders who formerly held to 
the premillennial viewpoint have re- 
cently adopted the amillennial interpre- 
tation of prophecy; (2) the World Coun- 
cil of Churches meetings are to be held 
at Evanston in August, and the theme 
will be “Christ—the Hope of the World.” 
Dr. Ryrie, who is a professor at Dallas 
Seminary, has produced a fine defense of 
the premillennial position—i.e., that 
Christ will return prior to the millennial 
kingdom, which He will usher in, and 
over which He will reign. 

The book opens with a setting forth 
of the three existing positions in regard 
to prophecy: Pre-, Post-, and A-millen- 
nialism. From this, the author turns to 
the historical basis of the premillennial 
view to offset the charge that premillen- 
nialism is of modern origin. A search is 
made of the church fathers’ writings, 
indicating that the early church was 
largely premillennial in attitude toward 
Christ’s coming. Three chapters are de- 
voted to a careful discussion of the re- 
lationship of premillennialism to the 
Abrahamic, Davidic, and New Covenants, 
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followed by a chapter on ecclesiology 
(study of the church) and a summing- 
up survey of eschatology (last things) 
pertaining to the subject at hand. 

In a work of this sort, there must 
necessarily be some technical discussion 
from which the lay-reader may not 
benefit (e.g., Hebrew and Greek words, 
theological terminology). However, the 
relatively small amount of this sort of 
thing makes the volume admirably suited 
to all Bible students who want a clear 
setting forth of the premillennial posi- 
tion. We strongly urge the reading of 
The Basis of the Premillennial Faith for 
a brief, but essentially thorough cover- 
age of the theme. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


Commentary on the Gospels. Ronald A. 
Knox. Sheed & Ward. 284 pp. $3.75. 
At the time of the publication of the 

translations of the New Testament and 

then the Old Testament by this famed 

English Roman Catholic prelate, we 

commented on the excellence of his 

translation work. We have often referred 
to this translation and so were very in- 
terested at the announcement of a com- 
mentary from this same scholarly pen. 

Frankly we are disappointed with it. 
Perhaps for Roman Catholic readers 

who, traditionally, know less about the 

Bible than do most Protestants, this book 

can be of aid as a guide to the knowl- 

edge of the Gospels, but there is a com- 
bination of the technical criticism with 
an attempt to explain meanings which 
leaves a great deal to be desired. On 

Peter and the rock, Knox is very liberal. 

He suggests that there might have been 

a church in Rome long before the date 

of Peter’s supposed visit there. He re- 

fers to the passages where Christ Him- 
self is called the Rock. There is total 
omission of comment on the passage of 
remitting and retaining sins, on that of 
binding and loosing, and Knox even 
admits the possibility that the Greek 
word for “brethren” in talking about 

the brethren of Jesus, might imply a 

common father or mother. 


D.G.B. 


A Commentary on St. Paul’s Epistle to 
the Galatians. Martin Luther. Revell. 
567 pp. $5.00. 

There is nothing to compare with the 
old masters, whether it be in music, the 
arts or theology. Revell gives us an op- 
portunity to enjoy an old theological 
master in the person of Martin Luther 
by reprinting the complete commentary 
on St. Paul’s epistle to the Galatians, 
just as it came from Luther’s pen. 

It is a great work. You cannot skim 
through it; there is too much to miss. 
One can almost hear the warrior of the 
Reformation hold forth as he hammers 
out on the anvil of the Word the great 
doctrine of justification by faith alone. 

Throughout the work one can find 
traces of Luther the man. He never de- 
sired to leave the Catholic church. He 
would defend it to the last ditch, damn- 
ing those who would defile it—the priests 
and bishops, but loyal to it, believing it 
was not the men but the sacraments 
which made it holy. Throughout his 
commentary on Galatians there is this 
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Is your boy 


Getting to first base 





Stony Brook 








IF NOT .... he may need a school like Stony Brook. On. its 


shady, seventy acre campus, boys receive all the benefits of life in a 
good boarding school—sound college preparation e a full athletic 
program @ wholesome social life. But Stony Brook is best known for 
its distinctive Christian training which helps young boys to build 


their lives on a personal faith in Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 


For a catalog address the Registrar 


Frank E. GakBELEIN, Litt.D., D.D., Headmaster 


Stony Brook School 


Long Island 





in his present school? 


New York 








interplay of devotion to the Church and 
unquestioned loyalty to the Word of God. 
R.L.K. 


His Banner over Me. The Autobiog- 
raphy of Martha Snell Nicholson. 
Moody Press. 192 pp. $2.50. 

This is a beautifully written story of 
the life of one of God’s choice servants. 
It is the story of a little girl who grew 
up in the midst of the love and security 
of an old-fashioned Christian family. 
Step by step the reader follows her as 
the Lord leads her on and prepares her 
for her special work in life. Martha 
Snell Nicholson has been well and care- 
fully trained by the Master to minister 
to hearts through her writings of both 


" poetry and prose. 


Few of God’s servants have been called 
to endure the physical suffering and pain 
that a loving Father has found necessary 
to send to this dear child of His. The 
mystery of the suffering of God’s chil- 
dren has always been difficult for us to 
understand. However, those of us to 
whose hearts the Lord has _ spoken 
through the beautiful verses of Mrs. 
Nicholson, can, in a measure understand 
why He trusted her with such suffering. 

Though Mrs. Nicholson has endured 
much pain and sorrow, yet this is any- 
thing but a sad and melancholy book. 
The joy of the Lord shines through the 
whole story and one puts it down with 
a sigh of regret that such a good book 
must come to an end. “His banner over 
me is love,” is the key to the secret of 
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“l Can't Even 


Change 
My Clothes!” 


“From very early childhood all I have 
known is poverty and suffering. I was 
only five years old when I lost my parents. 
There was no one to care for me, no one 
to whom I could tell my troubles, no one 
to give me even a piece of bread. I just 
roamed the streets—in the morning I 
would be in one place, in the evening 
another. Finally, a distant relative took 
me in, not for love, but to work as hard 
as I could for a few crusts of bread each 
day. I was soon so exhausted that I con- 
tracted tuberculosis, just like thousands of 
other young people of Greece. 


“The State provides hospitalization, but 
not the necessary drugs for my treatment. 
They have told me to get some strepto- 
mycin and Rimifon, but who will bring 
them to me? Who comes to see me? No 
one at all. I am all alone in the world and 
have nothing. I do not even have a change 


of clothes, only the ones I am wearing. 


“Please, won’t you take me, a poor orphan 
girl, to your heart and be my parents? I 
want to live, and shall be grateful to you 
all my life if you will rescue me.” 


—Katina (Katherine) Bakopoulou 


e¢¢¢ 


Katherine has thousands of brothers 
and sisters in misery, and their letters 
reach us daily. To send this girl the 
help she needs would cost $25 for 
medicine, $6 for a clothing package 
and $10 for food. As God provides 
through His children we send them 
medicine, food, clothing, and above all 
the Word of God for their comfort. 
Our missionaries visit them where pos- 
sible and seek to lead them to the Lord. 
In addition to this relief ministry God 
has entrusted to us an Orphanage 
whose little ones can be cared for by 
any of you for $15 each a monch (pic- 
ture and history on request); also a 
Christian Day School, a Macedonian 
Bible Institute, a Christian Beok Store 
in the heart of Athens, the support of 
35 native Greek missionaries, as well 
as a great Scripture distribution minis- 
try and a growing publication work. 


Write for a free copy of our quarterly, 
the “Greek Harvest Gleanings,” to: 


American Missions to Greeks 
156-S5th Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 


Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, Gen. Secretary 
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the triumph of love and trust in the 
midst of pain and suffering. 

Mrs. Nicholson has a gift for writing 
prose as well as poetry. This is a book 
that all Christians, whether young or 
old, will enjoy reading and in which all 
will most certaintly find rich blessing 
and inspiration. 

JENNIE FITZWILLIAM 


Dictionary of Mysticism. Ed. by Frank 
Gaynor. The Philosophical Library. 
208 pp. $5.00. 

This is a glossary of words used in 
mysticism defined in simple, plain 
English with very few typical scholarly 
embellishments. It includes much from 
occultism and “metaphysics” (a term 
misused by spiritists). An investigation 
of any page will reveal how fanciful 
and extreme the imaginations of men 
have been in regard to spiritual matters 
and the spirit world. 

A reader should not let this book 
represent for him the best in mysticism. 
The book has a very limited service and 
utility even for the theologian. It can 
serve as a handy reference for those 
who find it their lot to read through 
mystical and occult literature. 


BernarpD RaMM 


Day by Day. Vance Havner. Revell. 272 
pp. $2.00. 

Day By Day is a book of Bible devo- 
tions, one for each day of the year. For 
each day there is a Scripture verse and 
a meditation written in Vance Havner’s 
own vivid style. Those who have sat 
under his ministry as a Bible teacher 
and an evangelist will hear him speak- 
ing again through the pages of this book, 
for he writes as he speaks, with a quiet 
humor but with deep devotion. When 
used in the morning quiet time these 
thought-provoking meditations have a 
way of staying with one throughout the 
day to grow and develop as the Holy 
Spirit brings the teaching home to every- 
day life and thought. 

JENNIE FITZWILLIAM 


Discoveries. Eugenia Price. Zondervan. 

119 pp. $1.50. 

Eugenia Price, until her conversion 
four years ago at the age of thirty-three, 
was well on her way to worldly success. 
She was in big-time radio in 1940 in 
Chicago, wrote for the Columbia and 
National Broadcasting Systems from 
1940 to 1945, and opened her own pro- 
duction office in Chicago in 1945. Life 
dramatically changed for her when she 
came to know Christ. She tells about it 
in this book. 

Here are “discoveries made from living 
my new life.” Every one of these pages 
throbs with personal testimony to the 
grace and power of Christ, and speaks 





of a genuine love for Him. A skilled 
and experienced writer, Miss Price bears 
her testimony in beautiful and forceful 


prose. R.L.K. 





‘NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 5) 

While Erernity is serviced by the Re- 
ligious News Service and Evangelical 
Press, many of the most significant items 
that appear in various departments of the 
magazine come from tips, suggestions and 
clippings sent in by our friends and sub- 
scribers. 

Readers of ETERNITY are offered a rare 
opportunity to visit the Holy Land next 
summer. This “In His Steps” tour will be 
led by the Rev. Coulson Shepherd, direc- 
tor of the Message to Israel broadcast. 

The details of the tour will be handled 
by American Express (see page 1) which 
will be reassuring to those who are travel- 
wise. 

Those who have made such trips in the 
company of other Christians always report 
later on the unforgettable days of Christian 
fellowship. 
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TS MOODY SUMMER 
SCHOOL 


Again This Year... 


TWO GREAT 3-WEEK SESSIONS 


June 21 to July 9 + July 12 to July 30 


© More Than 50 Bible-Centered Subjects 
e A Consecrated Faculty of 40 
© Ne Tuition to Pay 
© Only $12.50 a Week for Room and Board 
© Located in Chicago near Beautiful 
lake Michigan 
HURRY! Because of the success of the 1953 
summer sessions and the large number of 
students planning to return this year, we 
suggest you apply early! Registration has 
been greatly simplified. 
WRITE TODAY for free catalog and applica- 
tion papers. Address OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, 
Dept. ET317. 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street - Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
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(Continued from page 19) 
Church Uses Closed TV 

At least three churches in the U. S. 
now employ closed circuit television to 
care for overflow crowds. 

Latest congregation to benefit by this 
technological development is First Bap- 
tist Church of St. Petersburg, Fla. Pre- 
viously a similar. arrangement was de- 
veloped by Marble Collegiate Church in 
New York and First Baptist Church, 
Atlanta. 


400,000 Free Will Baptists 


Membership in Free Will Baptist 
Churches, an Arminian group, now tops 
400,000, according to figures released at 
the group’s annual convention in Mt. 
Vernon, Illinois. 

The Rev. E. E. Morris of Oklahoma 
City, who was re-elected moderator of 
the association, warned 1,000 delegates: 
“We must beware of the danger of 
preaching reformation rather than re- 
generation, of trying to make de- 
cisions on theories rather than spiritual 
experiences.” 


He Being Dead Yet Speaketh 

The Bible was a leather one and 
looked slightly fire-scarred. But where 
had it come from? There was something 
mysterious about finding it out in this 
lonely hut in Colombia, South America. 

“Yes, I’ve had this Book for about 
three years now,” the ragged owner ad- 
mitted. “But I’ve never really been able 
to understand it.” 

That was all the cue that Carlos Pajaro 
and Guillermo Buendia needed. As 
students in the Latin America Mission’s 
new C.B.C. (Caribbean Bible Center) in 
Colombia, they knew just how to help 
such people to a full understanding of 
the Scriptures. And so from that once- 
beautiful leather Bible they led the man 
to accept Christ as his personal Saviour. 


Holy Beggar 





This boy, a member of the Hindu sect worship- 
ing Vishnu, is begging on the streets of Cal- 
cutta. His tongue is pierced by a bamboo 
needle bearing the Vishnu sign of the trident, 
his body is covered with the sacred ashes of 
cow dung and he is draped with Hindu 
rosaries. In his right hand he carries a bell to 
attract attention and in his left he carries a 
bowl for alms. 
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“But now tell us where you got it,” 
they said. “Surely it didn’t just drop 
out of nowhere.” 

“As a matter of fact, you might say it 
did. About three years ago an airplane 
crashed near here, and I got to the 
wreckage before the rescuers did. One 
of the dead men had a briefcase. I 
brought it home and found the Book 
inside, and have wanted someone to ex- 
plain it to me ever since.” 

Carlos and Guillermo were hushed. 
Reverently, they opened the flyleaf to 
discover that the Bible belonged to 
Julius Hickerson, an outstanding young 
Southern Baptist missionary who had 
been killed in a plane accident within 
months of arriving in Colombia. They 
must tell his widow that a new soul had 
entered the Kingdom from that very 
Book! 


EPA Hits Obscene Literature 


A resolution urging the religious 
press to “continue its resistance, within 
the bounds of constitutional freedom, to 
the sale of salacious literature by our 
nation’s bookstands” was adopted at the 
Evangelical Press Association at its sixth 
annual convention in Chicago. 

J. Fred Parker of Kansas City, Mo., 
editor of Conquest, Nazarene youth pub- 
lication, was elected president of the 
association; Ernest Keasling of Winona 
Lake, Ind., youth director for the Free 
Methodist Church, was chosen vice 


president; Dave Enlow of Chicago, man- 
aging editor of Contact, secretary, and 
James R. Adair of Chicago, editor of 
Power was re-elected treasurer. 


Van Kampen Sells Singspiration 
Van Kampen Press announced the 
sale of its Singspiration Division to 
Alfred B. Smith of Ridgewood, N. J. 
Van Kampen Press has been operating 
the Singspiration line for the last 16 
months from its headquarters in Whea- 
ton, Ill. All future transactions concern- 
ing the Singspiration line are to be 
handled directly through Smith, the 
publishing house officials stated. 


Progress in Indonesia 


Tremendous strides are being made 
through the missionary advance of the 
Chinese Foreign Missionary Union in 
Indonesia, according to Dr. Leland Wang, 
founder and director of the unusual 
enterprise. 

Since the war the missionary effort 
conducted by Chinese has established 20 
stations in various parts of Java and 
other parts of Indonesia as well as in 
Indochina and Bali. The missionary 
force of 27 which is now ministering to 
about 4,500 believers and Sunday school 
children. Seven churches have been 
built since the war. 

Dr. Wang is heard regularly over 
DZAS, transmitter of the Far East 
Broadcasting Company of Manila. 
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Assignment for Youth 


More than 2,000 young people from 22 
states and seven foreign nations took 
part in a rededication and commitment 
service which closed the fifth quadren- 
nial youth conference of the Presbyter- 
ian Church in the U. S. at Auburn, Ala. 

The service followed an address by 
the Rev. Charles Templeton, evangelist 
for the National Council of Churches. 
He told the young people: 

“I am no more an evangelist than you 
are. The church needs to rediscover that 
we are all evangelists. If the church 
member is not willing to be a witness, 
he should give up his claim to Chris- 
tianity.” 

The task of the young Christian to- 
day, Templeton said, is to evangelize 
the world in a generation. 

“In a very real sense,” he said, “the 
church must be evangelized within the 
generation, for the church is always 
within one generation of extinction. 
Every new generation must be won for 
Christ.” 

Warning that “another form of evan- 
gelism also is active,” Templeton said: 

“The Communists have evangelized 
the world in one generation—have borne 
witness to their faith in every nation. 
They’re beating us at our specialty. Our 
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specialty is consecration. The Communist 
is consecrated to his faith. It will only 
be when we match the Communist’s 
consecration that we will completely stop 
the spread of their faith.” 


Missionary Expediters 

Supplies are speeded to representa- 
tives of 61 American evangelical mis- 
sionary groups in 42 countries of Latin 
America and the Orient by Missionary 
Expediters, organized in New Orleans 
early in 1950 by a Presbyterian minister. 

The Rev. Thomas W. McKinney, 
founder and director, said that in the 
past four years the organization has 
helped some 600 to 700 missionaries ob- 
iain, with dispatch and a minimum of 
red tape, items ranging from shoe laces 
to airplanes. 

He said the need for such an organiza- 
tion was impressed upon him by the 
difficulties he had experienced as an 
individual in shipping supplies to his 
brother, Dr. Marion B. McKinney, head 
of the Evangelical Hospital at Siguate- 
pecque, Honduras. 

Missionary Expediters’ headquarters 
in downtown New Orleans also houses 
a Bible Center, where Mr. McKinney 
conducts Bible classes for residents of 
the neighborhood, servicemen and other 
transients, and provides accommodations 
for missionaries passing through this 
city en route to foreign assignments. 


St. Louis Gets Big Convention 

A comparatively small denomination, 
the Assemblies of God, will conduct the 
world’s largest Sunday school conven- 
tion in St. Louis, March 30 to April 2. 
The biennial gathering breaks a twelve- 
year tradition to leave the headquarter 
city of Springfield, Mo. 

The decision was made because the 
southern Missouri town does not have 
facilities to accommodate convention 
crowds which are expected to exceed 
eleven thousand. 

Theme of the convention will be “Set 
Your Sunday School Aflame!” 


Meeting for Social Workers 

The fifth annual meeting on Christian 
social work in cooperation with the 
Evangelical Social Work Conference will 
be held at Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Ill., March 26 and 27. E.S.W.C. has been 
organized as an agency to encourage and 
to sponsor Christian social work pro- 
grams throughout the country. 


New England Conference 


The second annual Prophetic Confer- 
ence will be held March 17 through 21 
in the Immanuel Baptist Church, New- 
ton, Mass., according to the Rev. Douglas 
MacCorkle, pastor. 

With the general theme, “A Light in a 
Dark Place,” various aspects of Bible 
prophecy will be discussed by three 
noted speakers, Dr. John F. Walvoord, 
president of Dallas Theological Semin- 
ary; Dr. Merrill C. Tenney, dean of the 
Graduate School, Wheaton College; and 
Dr. Lawrence W. G. Duff-Forbes of 
Australia. 





People in the News 

Lavrenti P. Beria, former Soviet Dep- 
uty Premier who was executed by 
Russian authorities after a six-day secret 
treason trial, asked for a Bible to read 
in his cell, according to rumors circu- 
lated in Vienna. 


Gen. Albert W. 
T. Orsborn, world 
commander of the 
Salvation Army, 
will retire at the 
expiration of his 
present term of of- 
fice June 30, he an- 
nounced recently in 
London. 


The Rev. S. Franklin Mack of Bound 
Brook, N. J., has been named executive 
director of the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission of the National Council of 
Churches. He succeeds Dr. Ronald 
Bridges who has accepted the post of 
visiting professor of Christianity at Bow- 
doin College in Brunswick, Me. 


Dr. Peter W. Philpott, 88 years old, 
was honored by his friends in a simple 
ceremony at his church in Toronto 
marking his 70 years in the ministry of 
Christ. The Canadian evangelist once 
served as pastor of Chicago’s Moody 
Memorial Church. 


J. Edgar Hoover, F.B.I. director, re- 
cently declared: “The spectacle of a 
nation praying is more awe-inspiring 
than the explosion of an atomic bomb. 
The force of prayer is greater than any 
possible combination of man-made or 
man-controlled powers, because prayer 
is man’s greatest means of tapping the 
infinite resources of God. Invoking by 
prayer the mercy and might of God is 
our most efficacious means of guaran- 
teeing peace and security for the har- 
assed and helpless peoples of the earth.” 


Two high-ranking executives of the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
have resigned recently. They are Dr. 
R. L. Decker of Kansas City, Mo., execu- 
tive director, and the Rev. Harold Tay- 
lor, executive assistant, in the Chicago- 
headquarters of N.AE. 


Dr. William H. Morton of Louisville, 
has been named director of the Ameri- 
can School of Oriental Research at Jeru- 
salem for the school. year 1954-55. 
Professor of Biblical archeology at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Dr. Morton is the first man south of the 
Mason-Dixon line to become the school’s 
director. 

The Rev. Melvin M. Forney of Phila- 
delphia, secretary of the Lord’s Day 
Alliance of Pennsylvania for ten years, 
was elected general secretary of the 
Lord’s Day Alliance of the United States 
at its 65th annual meeting in New York 
City. 

Dr. Herbert Lockyer, widely known 
Bible teacher, will celebrate his “spir- 
itual jubilee” this year by conducting a 
speaking campaign in the British Isles. 
Dr. Lockyer was converted fifty years 
ago under the ministry of F. Spencer 
Johnson, who, like Dr. Lockyer, was a 
converted actor. 
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The Spiritu 


By Cari F. H. Henry 


al ‘Temper of Scotland 


Professor of Theology and Christian Philosophy, 
Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif. 


Scotland is a land with a past 
steeped in the Bible and rooted in 
the churches, a land in which free- 
dom has been as vital as blood for 
the survival of the people. Today 
Scotland is slipping out of the 
churches, has lost its spontaneous 
hold on the Bible, and is com- 
promising her freedoms along with 
other lands in the search for se- 
curity in our uneasy mid-century. 

Take Scotland and the Bible. The 
Book is still dramatically centered 
in church rituals, but it is less in 
the homes, and even less in the 
life, of the nation. The family Bible 
remains as a useful repository for 
vital statistics—but its message is 
more and more ignored except in 
crucial moments of family life. 

Behind the lessened role of the 
Bible stands the uncertainty of the 
divinity schools and the ministry 
as to its significance today. The au- 
thoritative note is gone from many 
modern statements of Biblical au- 
thority. At a Theological Society 
meeting attended by students from 
divinity schools in the Edinburgh 
area, a professor stressed that the 
authority of the Bible manifests 
itself in different ways in different 
ages—differently in the New Testa- 
ment, and the Middle Ages, and 
the Reformation and in our times. 
What he was saying was that the 
Bible cannot be regarded any longer 
as authoritative in the high sense 
of earlier generations but it is none- 
theless somehow authoritative. 

In the wake of ecclesiastical re- 
pudiation of the high view of the 
Bible, a mood of indecision has 
seeped down into the new Scotland. 
The Scottish Bible Weeks campaign 
was able to rally only 2000 persons 
to Usher Hall in Edinburgh to 
launch a national effort. In con- 
nection with this, the campaign 
committee duplicated papers on the 
significance of the Bible emphasiz- 
ing different traditions of interpre- 
tation under the theme “The Bible 
Speaks Today” and failing to clarify 
the once-for-all significance of the 
Scriptures but stressing — instead 
that “God speaks still.” One essay 
held the Bible to be the “Word 
of God” merely as “the record” of 
human response to the will of God. 
The closing article emphasized that 
God speaks to us through men and 
through events, but was most am- 
biguous on the manner in which God 
speaks to us with unique authority 
by the Bible. The Bible, which no 
longer stands at the center of the 


Scottish sermon, no longer stands at 
the center of the Scottish nation. 

Along with the loss of the au- 
thoritative note in Scottish preach- 
ing has gone a decline of interest 
in the churches. This may be seen 
from the side of church attendance. 
Only one in ten homes in Scotland 
is represented in the churches, and 
many a pastor has no idea what the 
other nine are doing. The main 
streets of the big cities are crowded 
Sunday nights with people who 
have found no alternative to church 
attendance. Scotland has no Sunday 
papers except for a few scandal 
sheets, but opposition to Sunday 
movies is being weakened by the 
approval of charity or benefit pres- 
entations which attract long queues. 
Some smaller stores now open on 
Sundays, and it is a growing ques- 
tion how long the sanctity of the 
Lord’s day can be maintained. An 
extensive program of lay evangel- 
ism is underway, and in one city of 
100,000 the ministers and 200 work- 
ers visited every home and office 
building, reflecting that a spiritual 
potential still remains in the pews, 
but this mission centered more in 
an invitation to come to church 
than enlistment of personal faith 
in Christ. 

The figures for church attend- 
ance are slightly better than in 
England, but an alarming sign is 
that attendance in the rural areas 
is proportionately worse than in the 
cities. In historic centers like St. 
Giles Cathedral, where John Knox 
preached, large crowds of visitors 
are found, but the sermons often 
rise little above the level of idealis- 
tic and even humanistic moralism. 
The cancellation of evening services 
in summertime is becoming more 
widespread. While 52% of Scotland’s 
population is on the church rolls, 
one leading pastor has ventured to 
estimate that “no more than 20% 
can be called Christians.” In view 
of the importance of the Lord’s 
Supper in Scottish church life 
(many attend only a communion 
service) it is striking that, of the 
1,273,000 persons on church rolls, 
one-third, or 408,000 did not at- 
tend a single church servicé in an 
entire year. The Young People’s 
Fellowship in the Church of Scot- 
land dropped one-eighth of its 
membership in a single year. 

Another factor is the parallel de- 
cline of giving to foreign missions, 
which has lost its urgency for a 
generation moderated by higher 


criticism. The Church of Scotland 
foreign missions deficit is $112,000, 
and in view of retrenchment on the 
fields, the complaint rises that the 
program is over-administrated at 
home. 

Perhaps the most appalling sign 
is the fact that the ministry as a 
life vocation is losing its appeal to 
the church youth. New College 
alone once had 50 Church of Scot- 
land ministerial students; last year, 
all four theological faculties—Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, St. Andrews and 
Aberdeen—reported only 40 candi- 
dates. The Church of Scotland re- 
quires 200 ministerial candidates to 
meet its present needs, and in an- 
other three years the shortage may 
be 500 clergymen. Of the 90 post- 
graduate students at New College, 
66 are American. In Aberdeen, fa- 
mous King’s College has only 17 
students in its divinity school, and 
when three of us visited classes we 
were described by one professor as 
“the American invasion.” The Lord 
Chancellor. (Lord Simonds) of 
Scotland said in 1953 to the Gen- 
eral Assembly: “In this Christian 
country there is no more grave and 
urgent problem than the dearth of 
candidates for the holy ministry.” 
In order that “chivalrous youth” be 
encouraged to carry forward in the 
service of God, he urged improved 
stipends. 

The changed theological climate, 
more than the economic discourage- 
ments, are the real key to the Scot- 
tish situation. The Free Church, 
which numbers only about 100 min- 
isters, meets its pulpit needs despite 
the financial situation, and in the 
face of the fact that it holds few 
great churches, although its vigor- 
ous Inverness Church has a larger 
attendance than all five Church of 
Scotland churches together. The 
huge Glasgow Y.M.C.A. has large 
billboards advertising its need for 
workers to help conduct Sunday 
meetings. 

In all of this there is a sober 
warning for America. In a day of 
confused and weakened authorities, 
the authority of God, disclosed in 
His Son, and manifesting His will 
to us in Scriptures as His Word 
written, alone can keep our nation 
and its people strong. They who 
begin splintering the Book begin 
undermining the land and the peo- 
ple in the life of faith, and make 
the human spirit a ready mark for 
false prophets and false securities. 
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THE CHRISTIAN HOPE 
(Continued from page 11) 
slumbers nor sleeps while He slept. 
The italicized words conceal an at- 
tempt to establish a temporal relation 
between His timeless life as God and 
the days, months, and years of His 
life as Man. And of course there is no 
such relation. The incarnation is not 
an episode in the life of God; the 
Lamb is slain—and therefore presum- 
ably born, grown to maturity, and 
risen—from all eternity. The taking 
up into God’s nature of humanity, 
with all its ignorances and limitations, 
is not itself a temporal event, though 
the humanity which is so taken up 
was, like our own, a thing living and 
dying in time. And if limitation, and 
therefore ignorance, was thus taken 
up, we ought to expect that the ig- 
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norance should at some time be ac- 
tually displayed. It would be difficult, 
and, to me, repellent, to suppose that 
Jesus never asked a genuine ques- 
tion, that is, a question to which He 
did not know the answer. That would 
make of His humanity something so 
unlike ours as scarcely to deserve the 
name. I find it easier to believe that 
when He said “Who touched me?” 
(Lk. 7:45) he really wanted to know. 


Progress a Myth 

The difficulties which I have so far 
discussed are, to a certain extent, de- 
bating points. They tend rather to 
strengthen a disbelief already based 
on other grounds than to create dis- 
belief by their own force. We are now 
coming to something much more im- 
portant and often less fully conscious. 
The doctrine of the second coming is 
deeply uncongenial to the whole evo- 
lutionary or developmental character 
of modern thought. We have been 
taught to think of the world as some- 
thing that grows slowly towards per- 
fection, something that “progresses” 
or “evolves.” Christian Apocalyptic 
offers us no such hope. It does not 
even foretell (which would be more 
tolerable to our habits of thought) a 
gradual decay. It foretells a sudden, 
violent end imposed from without; an 
extinguisher popped onto the candle, 
a brick flung at the gramophone, a 
curtain rung down on the play— 
“Halt!” 

To this deep-seated objection I can 
only reply that, in my opinion, the 
modern conception of progress or 
evolution (as popularly imagined) is 
simply a myth, supported by no evi- 
dence whatever. 

I say “evolution, as popularly im- 
agined.” I am not in the least con- 
cerned to refute Darwinism as a 
theorem in biology. There may be 
flaws in that theorem, but I have here 
nothing to do with them. What I want 
to point out is the illegitimate tran- 
sition from the Darwinian theorem 
in biology to the modern myth of evo- 
lutionism or developmentalism or 
progress in general. 

Darwinism gives no support to the 
belief that natural selection, working 
upon chance variations, has a general 
tendency to produce improvement. 
The illusion that it has comes from 
confining our attention to a few 
species which have (by some possibly 
arbitrary standard of our own) 
changed for the better. In battle men 
save their lives sometimes by ad- 
vancing and sometimes by retreating. 
So, in the battle for survival, species 
save themselves sometimes by in- 
creasing, sometimes by jettisoning, 
their powers. There is no general law 
of progress in biological history. 

And, even if there were, it would 


not follow—it is, indeed, manifestly 
not the case—that there is any law 
of progress in ethical, cultural and 
social history. No one looking at 
world history without some precon- 
ception in favor of progress could 
find in it a steady up gradient. The 
idea of the world slowly ripening to 
perfection, is a myth, not a general- 
ization from experience. And it is a 
myth which distracts us from our real 
duties and our real interest. It is our 
attempt to guess the plot of a drama 
in which we are the characters. But 
how can the characters in a play 
guess the plot? We are not the play- 
wright, we are not the producer, we 
are not even the audience. We are on 
the stage. To play well the scenes in 
which we are “on” concerns us much 
more than to guess about the scenes 
that follow it. 

In King Lear (III: vii) there is a 
man who is such a minor character 
that Shakespeare has not given him 
even a name; he is merely “First 
Servant.” All the characters around 
him—Regan, Cornwall and Edmund 
—have fine long-term plans. They 
think they know how the story is go- 
ing to end, and they are quite wrong. 
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The servant has no such delusions. 
He has no notion how the play is 
going to go. But he understands the 
present scene. He sees an abomination 
(the blinding of old Gloucester) tak- 
ing place. He will not stand it. His 
sword is out and pointed at his 
master’s breast in a moment: then 
Regan stabs him dead from behind. 
That is his whole part: eight lines all 
told. But if it were real life and not 
a play, that is the part it would be 
best to have acted. 

The doctrine of the second coming 
teaches us that we do not and cannot 
know when the world drama will end. 
The curtain may be rung down at 
any moment: say, before you have 
finished reading this paragraph. This 
seems to some people intolerably 
frustrating. So many things would be 
interrupted. Perhaps you were going 
to get married next month, perhaps 
you were going to get a raise next 
week; you may be on the verge of 
a great scientific discovery; you may 
be maturing great social and political 
reforms. Surely no good and wise 
God would be so very unreasonable 
as to cut all this short? Not now, of 
all moments! 

But we think thus because we keep 
on assuming that we know the play. 
We do not know the play. We do not 
even know whether we are in Act I 
or Act V. We do not know who are 
the major and who the minor char- 
acters. The Author knows. The audi- 
ence, if there is an audience (if angels 
and archangels and all the company 
of Heaven fill the pit and the stalls) 
may have an inkling. But we, never 
seeing the play from outside, never 
meeting any characters except the 
tiny minority who are “on” in the 
same scenes as ourselves, wholly ig- 
norant of the future and very im- 
perfectly informed about the past, 
cannot tell at what moment the end 
ought to come. That it will come 
when it ought, we may be sure; but 
we waste our time in guessing when 
that will be. That it has a meaning 
we may be sure, but we cannot see 
it. When it is over, we may be told. 
We are led to expect that the Author 
will have something to say to each of 
us on the part that each of us has 
played. The playing it well is what 
matters infinitely. 

The doctrine of the second coming, 
then, is not to be rejected because it 
conflicts with our favorite modern 
mythology. It is, for that very reason, 
to be the more valued and made more 
frequently the subject of meditation. 
It is the medicine our condition 
especially needs. 


The World’s Last Night 
And with that, I turn to the prac- 
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tical. There is a real difficulty in giv- 
ing this doctrine the place which it 
ought to have in our Christian life 
without, at the same time, running a 
certain risk. The fear of that risk 
probably deters many teachers who 
accept the doctrine from saying very 
much about it. 

We must admit at once that this 
doctrine has, in the past, led Chris- 
tians into very great follies. Appar- 
ently many people find it difficult to 
believe in this great event without 
trying to guess its date, or even with- 
out accepting as a certainty the date 
that any quack or hysteric offers 


them. To write a history of all these 
exploded predictions would need a 
book, and a sad, sordid, tragicomical 
book it would be. One such prediction 
was circulating when St.-Paul wrote 
his second letter to the Thessalonians. 


Someone had told them that “the © 


day” was “at hand.” This was appar- 
ently having the result which such 
predictions usually have: people 
were idling and playing the busybody. 
One of the most famous predictions 
was that of poor William Miller in 
1843. Miller (whom I take to have 
been an honest fanatic) dated the 
second coming to the year, the day 
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and the very minute. A timely comet 
fostered the delusion. Thousands 
waited for the Lord at midnight on 
March 21st, and went home to a late 
breakfast on the 22nd followed by the 
jeers of a drunkard. 

Clearly, no one wishes to say any- 
thing that will reawaken such mass 
hysteria. We must never speak to 
simple, excitable people about “the 
day” without emphasizing again and 
again the utter impossibility of pre- 
diction. We must try to show them 
that that impossibility is an essential 
part of the doctrine. If you do not be- 
lieve our Lord’s words, why do you 
believe in His return at all? And if 
you do believe them must you not put 
away from you, utterly and forever, 
any hope of dating that return? His 
teaching on the subject quite clearly 
consisted of three propositions. (1) 
That He will certainly return. (2) 
That we cannot possibly find out 
when. (3) And that therefore we 
must always be ready for Him. 

Note the therefore. Precisely be- 
cause we cannot predict the moment, 
we must be ready at all moments. Our 
Lord repeated this practical con- 
clusion again and again; as if the 
promise of the return had been made 
for the sake of this conclusion alone. 
Watch, watch, is the burden of His 
advice. The point is surely simple 
enough. The schoolboy does not know 
which part of his Virgil lesson he 
will be made to translate: that is why 
he must be prepared to translate any 
passage. The sentry does not know 
at what time an enemy will attack, 
or an officer inspect his post; that is 
why he must keep awake all the time. 
The return is wholly unpredictable. 
There will be wars and rumors of 
wars and all kinds of catastrophes, as 
there always are. Things will be, in 
that sense, normal, the hour before 
the heavens roll up like a scroll. You 
cannot guess it. If you could, one 
chief purpose for which it was fore- 
told would be frustrated. And God’s 
purposes are not so easily frustrated 
as that. 

The doctrine of the second coming 
has failed, so far as we are concerned, 
if it does not make us realize that at 
every moment of every year in our 
lives Donne’s question, “What if this 
present were the world’s last night?” 
is equally relevant. 

Sometimes this question has been 
pressed upon our minds with the pur- 
pose of exciting fear. I do not think 
that is its right use. I am, indeed, 
far from agreeing with those who 
think all religious fear barbarous and 
degrading and demand that it should 
be banished from the spiritual life. 
Perfect love, we know, casteth out 
fear. But so do several other things— 
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ignorance, alcohol, passion, presump- 
tion and stupidity. It is very desirable 
that we should all advance to that 
perfection of love in which we shall 
fear no longer; but it is very unde- 
sirable, until we have reached that 
stage, that we should allow any in- 
ferior agent to cast out our fear. The 
objection to any attempt at perpetual 
trepidation about the second coming 
is, in my view, quite a different one: 
namely, that it will certainly not suc- 
ceed. Fear is an emotion: and it is 
quite impossible—even physically im- 
possible—to maintain any emotion 
for very long. A perpetual excitement 
of hope about the second coming is 
impossible for the same reason. Cri- 
sis-feeling of any sort is essentially 
transitory. Feelings come and go, 
and when they come a good use can 
be made of them: they cannot be our 
regular spiritual diet. 


Judgment to Come 


What is important is not that we 
should always fear (or hope) about 
the end but that we should always re- 
member, always take it into account. 
An analogy may help here. A man of 
seventy need not be always feeling 
(much less talking) about his ap- 
proaching death: but a wise man of 
seventy should always take it into 
account. He would be foolish to em- 
bark on schemes which presuppose 
twenty more years of life: he would 
be criminally foolish not to make— 
indeed, not to have made long since 
—his will. Now, what death is to each 
man, the second coming is to the 
whole human race. We all believe, 
I suppose, that a man should “sit 
loose” to his own individual life, 
should remember how short, precar- 
ious, temporary and provisional a 
thing it is; should never give all his 
heart to anything which will end 
when his life ends. What modern 
Christians find it harder to remember 
is that the whole life of humanity in 
this world is also precarious, tempo- 
rary, provisional. 

Any moralist will tell you that the 
personal triumph of an athlete or 
of a girl at a ball is transitory: the 
point is to remember that an empire 
or a civilization is also transitory. All 
achievements and triumphs, in so far 
as they are merely this-worldly 
achievements and triumphs, will come 
to nothing in the end. Most scientists 
here join hands with the theologians; 
the earth will not always be habit- 
able. Man, though longer-lived than 
men, is equally mortal. The difference 
is that whereas the scientists expect 
only a slow decay from within, we 
reckon with sudden interruption from 
without—at any moment. 

Frantic administration of panaceas 
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to the world is certainly discouraged 
by the reflection that “this present” 
might be “the world’s last night;” 
sober work for the future, within the 
limits of ordinary morality and pru- 
dence, is not. For what comes is 
judgment: happy are those whom 
it finds laboring in their vocations, 
whether they were merely going out 
to feed the pigs or laying good plans 
to deliver humanity a hundred years 
hence from some great evil. The cur- 
tain has indeed now fallen. Those pigs 
will never in fact be fed, the great 
campaign against white slavery or 
governmental tyranny will never in 
fact proceed to victory. No matter; 
you were at your post when the in- 
spection came. 

Our ancestors had a habit of using 
the word judgment in this context as 
if it meant simply punishment: hence 
the popular expression, “It’s a judg- 
ment on him.” I believe we can some- 
times render the thing more vivid to 
ourselves by taking judgment in a 
stricter sense: not as the sentence or 
award, but as the verdict. Some day 
(and “What if this present were the 
world’s last night?”) an absolutely 
correct verdict—if you like, a perfect 
critique—will be passed on what each 
of us is. 

I do not find that pictures of physi- 
cal catastrophe—that sign in the 
clouds, those heavens rolled up like a 
scroll—help one so much as the naked 
idea of judgment. We cannot always 
be excited. We can, perhaps, train 
ourselves to ask more and more often 
how the thing which we are saying or 
doing (or failing to do) at each mo- 
ment will look when the irresistible 
light streams in upon it; that light 
which is so different from the light 
of this world—and yet, even now, we 
know just enough of it to take it into 
account. Women sometimes have the 
problem of trying to judge by arti- 
ficial light how a dress will look by 
daylight. That is very like the prob- 
lem of all of us: to dress our souls 
not for the electric lights of the 
present world but for the daylight of 
the next. The good dress is the one 
that will face that light. For that light 
will last longer. 

(Reprinted from Religion in Life, Winter 
issue, 1951-1952) 





MEDITATIONS (Continued from page 23) 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved, and thine house” was the em- 
bracing promise made to the jailer 
(Acts 16:31). Even where only one 
parent is a believer the promise re- 
mains firm, “else were your children 
unclean, but now they are holy” (1 
Cor. 7:14). 
Lord, we thank Thee for the 
covenant of grace. 


HE COMFORTED THEM AND SPAKE KINDLY 
UNTO THEM (50:21) March 11 

Words can reach the heart. Joseph 
spoke kindly to his brothers and his 
words gave them assurance. Thus it is 
with the promises of God. There is 
no possible knowledge for us of the 
nature of God and the provision of 
God except as we find it in His Word. 
We know that we are sinners, but 
how do we know that God has for- 
given us? He has spoken kindly to us 
and comforted us. We have sinned 
against that love even after He has 
given it to us. How do we know He 
will not turn against us? We have 
His promises; He has spoken kindly 
to us. We have grieved Him by a 
thousand falls. How do we know that 
His patience will not come to an end? 
We have His promises. He has com- 
forted us and spoken kindly to us. 
Whatever the shape of your doubt 
and the nature of your problem, the 
answer is to be found in the promises. 
Lord, we praise Thee for Thy Word. 


I DIE, BUT GOD WILL SURELY VISIT 
YOU (50:24) March 12 
God is not dependent upon any one 
man to fulfill His plan, though He 
works through men. The children of 
israel were in Egypt. God had plan- 
ned to bring them up in safety under 
the shadow of the great kingdom. He 
had sent Joseph to prepare the way 
before them. Now Jacob was dead 
and Joseph was about to die. But 
God would still be there. That is the 
wonder of God’s plan; the continuity 
is in Him. He will surely bring to 
pass all that He has promised. He 
cannot fail nor be delayed because 
one or another man passes from the 
scene. The material creation shall 
perish, but of Him it is said, “Thou 
remainest” (Heb. 1:11). Men shall 
pass, but it may be said, “Thou re- 
mainest.” Joseph knew that he had 
been brought into Egypt for a pur- 
pose. His part was ended, but the 
Lord, who had begun the good work, 

would keep on perfecting it. 

Lord, we thank Thee that 
Thou remainest. 


GOD WILL SURELY BRING YOU OUT OF 
THIS LAND (50:24) March 13 

We have seen the faith of Joseph 
exercised in a score of ways through- 
out the story of his life. But when the 
Holy Spirit comes to sum up the life 
of this hero of the faith He passes 
over every incident except this one. 
He might have mentioned the faith of 
Joseph in adversity, but He mentions 
his dying faith. He might have men- 
tioned the faith of Joseph in prison, 
but He speaks of Joseph’s prophecy 
in the moment of his death. He might 
have mentioned the faith of Joseph 
that laid hold upon the wisdom of 
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God for the interpretation of the 
dreams of Pharaoh, but He passes 
over all that and makes mention of 
Joseph’s faith in the promise of God 
for the exodus. The important thing 
to God is the over-all plan for the 
people. He is interested in the indi- 
vidual, but He is more interested in 
the whole of His plan and our rela- 
tionship to it. So He writes in He- 
brews, “By faith Joseph, when he 
died, made mention of the departing 
of the children of Israel” (Heb. 11: 
22). | 
Lord, may we see beyond our needs to 

Thy great plan. 


YE SHALL CARRY UP MY BONES FROM 
HENCE (50:25) March 14 

This is the other half of the state- 
ment in Hebrews eleven that is re- 
corded by the Holy Spirit as illus- 
trating the faith of Joseph. Not only 
did he have faith that the exodus 
would take place, but he had faith 
that he would be buried in the land 
of his fathers, there to await the res- 
urrection from the dead. He looked 
forward, by faith, to the fulfillment 
of the promise. In his mind’s eye he 
could see that great caravan with all 
of the children of Israel. Perhaps he 
did not understand that there would 
be well over a million of them, but 
He knew that the Lord would cer- 
tainly visit His people and that all 
the promises of which he had heard 
from childhood would be fulfilled to 
the letter. He believed that his own 
body would be in the forefront of the 
people, and that God would not only 
take the people out of Egypt but that 
He would surely bring them into the 
land which He had promised to his 
fathers. 

Lord, give us simple, practical faith. 


HE WAS PUT IN A COFFIN IN EGYPT 
(50:26) March 15 


There is something unspeakably 
solemn here. Not merely does this 
verse describe the historical fact of 
the preparation of the body of Joseph 
as the Egyptians prepared their mum- 
mies, but there is the greater solem- 
nity of the ending of the book of 
Genesis on this note. How woefully 
sad that a book which could begin 
with “In the beginning God created 
the Heaven and the earth,” should 
close with “a coffin in Egypt”! Let 
God be true and every man a liar. 
Adam was warned against disobedi- 
ence, and was told that in the day 
that he disobeyed he would surely 
die. He ate the forbidden fruit and 
death passed upon him and all the 
race. Let every soul who departs 
from God in even the slightest degree 
know that sin when it is finished 
brings forth death (Jas. 1:15). 

Lord, Thy Word is all true. 
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description is comparable to that of 
another judgment where it is said 
that the mountains skipped like 
rams and the little hills like lambs 
(Psa. 114:4). It is a scene which, had 
there been an earthly onlooker to 
observe it, would have been described 
in terms of the most violent up- 
heaval: mountain ranges were hurled 
across continents, hills following like 


scattered pebbles. This is the force of . 
the Psalmist’s phrase of hills skipping | 
like lambs across a field. Nothing but | 


an explanation like this will satisfy 
the facts of geology where the var- 
ious strata of the earth’s surface, 
sometimes vertical, sometimes hori- 
zontal, sometimes upside down, show 
how mountains were twisted and tor- 
tured until they lie in agonized heaps 
across the continents, like the cinders 
of a burnt out Hell. 

Halley, the great astronomer, most 
popularly known today by the comet 
which bears his name, was much in- 
terested in the effect that such a ce- 
lestial body might have upon this 
earth if it came very close to it. One 
of his recorded observations is sig- 
nificant in this connection. He noted 
that the North Pole is a few degrees 
away from true north, and that our 
earth does not move around the sun 
in an orbit where its mass is constant 
in the vertical plane of its axis. Our 
change of seasons. is based on this 
fact. At the equinoxes the earth is 
in the vertical position, but as the 
months go on it tilts, now to the north, 
now to the south, in its regular mo- 
tion. Halley wondered if the earth 
had once been in the vertical position, 
and if a comet might have pulled it 
slightly from its original position. He 
wondered, further, what the effect of 
such a tilting would have been. So he 
set himself to calculate the volume, 
mass and weight of the oceans of the 
world, and drew the conclusion that 
such a change of balance in the spin- 
ning globe would have pulled the seas 
from their beds and sent them whirl- 
ing round the earth, picking up the 
mountain ranges and tossing them 
onwards [like rams and lambs?] with 
the maximum in centrifugal force, 
until the equilibrium of the new polar 
axis had become established and the 
world settled down with the moun- 
tains lying broken in their new posi- 
tions, and the seas set in their new 
boundaries. 

We take such an hypothesis, very 
modern and quite legitimate in scien- 
tific circles, and are amazed to find 
the parallelisms with that which God 
has revealed. In the ninth chapter of 
Job, we read: “If God should contend 


_ with man, man could not answer him 








one out of a thousand questions. He 
is wise in heart, and mighty in 
strength; who hath hardened himsSelf 
against him, and hath prospered?” 
(Job 9:3,4). And at this point, think- 
ing of the original hardening of Satan 
against God and the wreckage which ~ 
had come because of that rebellion, 
Job goes on to describe the judgment 
which had come: “Which removeth 
the ‘mountains, and they know not: 
which overturneth them in His anger. 
Which shaketh the earth out of her 
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place, and the pillars [poles?] thereof 
tremble [are moved from the ver- 
tical?]. Which commandeth the sun, 
and it riseth not; and sealeth up the 
stars ...” (Job 9:5-7). 

In addition to the catastrophe on 
earth it is plainly stated that there 
was a catastrophe in the visible 
Heavens. Jeremiah declares that the 
Heavens had no light (4:23), and Job 
says that the light of the sun and the 
stars was shut off from the earth. The 
changing of light in heavenly bodies 
here described in the Bible is not 
unknown today to modern astronomy. 
In the skies there are sometimes seen 
siars which flare up in a great ex- 
plosion, and then sink back into dark- 
ness. These are called novae. A star 
of the tenth magnitude has been 
known to flare into third or fourth 
magnitude for just a few days, and 
then, after the brief period of great 
light, the star will sink back to 
twelfth magnitude, or will fade to 
even dimmer proportions. But even 
apart from facts visible to the human 
eye, the believer will recognize that 
an omnipotent God can do what He 
wishes with His creations, and can 
change with His Word that which He 
first created with His Word. 

The shutting off of the light of the 
sun would have caused the precipita- 
tion of all. moisture to the earth, and 
all of the waters of the earth would 
have been frozen. The geologists tell 
us that there are traces of glaciers 
across the whole surface of the earth, 
with marks of a great ice cap in the 
center of equatorial Africa. 

In one of the Psalms, there is a fur- 
ther reference to God’s intervention 
in catastrophic judgment: “Then the 
earth shook and trembled; the foun- 
dations also of the hills moved and 
were shaken, because He was angry 
. . . He bowed the Heavens also and 
came down: and darkness was under 
his feet . . . Then the channels of the 
sea were seen, and the foundations of 
the earth were laid bare at thy re- 





buke, O Lord, at. the blast of the 
breath of thy nostrils” (Psa. 18:7-15). 
At the end of Job’s great testing the 
Lord appeared to him, vindicating 
him in the matter of charges brought 
against him by his “comforters.” And 
in the divine revelation of the person 
and power of God to His suffering 
servant, whose body and soul had be- 
come a battlefield in the invisible 
war, God makes reference to the 
original creation, the catastrophe of 
judgment, and the re-formation that 
followed. “Where wast thou when I 
laid the foundations of the earth? 
declare, if thou hast understanding. 
Who determined its measurements, if 
thou knowest? or who hath stretched 
the line upon it? Whereupon are the 
foundations thereof fastened? or who 
laid the corner stone thereof; when 
the morning stars sang together, and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy?” 
(Job 38:4-7). And then, in the next 
verse, after this description of the 
creation, we move on immediately to 
the scene of great judgment. “Or who 
shut up the sea with doors when it 
brake forth, as if it had issued out 
of the womb? When I made the cloud 
the garment thereof, and thick dark- 
ness a swaddlingband for it, and brake 
up for it my decreed place, and set 
bars and doors, and said, Hitherto 
shalt thou come but no further; and 
here shalt thy proud waves be 
stayed?” (Job 38:8-11). After these 
two sections on the original creation 
and judgment, the Lord then pro- 
ceeds to speak of the re-formation, 
reminding Job of the time when He 
had spoken on the first of the six 
days, commanding the morning and 
causing “the dawn to know its place; 
that it might take hold of the ends of 
the earth, that the wicked might be 
shaken out of it?” (Job 38:12,13). 
Nor is such judgment upon sin out 
of keeping with the nature of God. 
In fact, there is a consistent revela- 
tion throughout the Bible of God’s 
hatred for sin, and, except as limited 
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by: His patience and grace for pur- 
poses of His own, of His pouring out 
of wrath upon all ungodliness. The 
ground was cursed when Adam sin- 
ned (Gen. 3:17). The flood came 
when the race was about to be over- 
come with demon possession (Gen. 
6:4-7). The great tribulation is an- 
nounced for the ending of this present 
age (Mt. 24:21). The world itself, 
after all its sin, is to burn with fire 
at the end of time (2 Pet. 3:7-10), 
while the lake of fire is. to embrace 
Satan (Rev. 20:10) and all who have 
persisted in following him (Mt. 25: 
41). In the light of all these, we can 
well understand the beginning of the 
series when God’s judgment flamed 
against the domain of Satan at the 
first outbreak of willfulness. The 
curse of God had to issue forth 
against the creation which had been 
corrupted by sin. 

Leaving the discussion of the phys- 
ical aspects of the curse upon the 
realm of Satan, let us consider the 
judgment of the earth from a spirit- 
ual point of view. It was a judgment 
which was peculiarly fitting, for it 
revealed at one and the same time the 
power of God and the impotence of 
Satan. God had created the earth 
and the Heavens by His Word. Luci- 
fer had announced that he wished to 
take possession of them for himself. 
And by the simple Word of God the 
Heavens and the earth were toppled 
into judgment chaos. In that same 
moment Satan got his first mouthful 
of dust. 

Dust in the mouth is a perfect fig- 
ure for defeat and frustration. We 
remember, as a small child, being 
proffered what appeared to be a 
beautiful apple. Childlike, we took 
the largest bite possible, and broke 
into an imitation apple, made of cot- 
ton, and painted to represent a lus- 
cious fruit. The mouth had been 
ready for a delicacy and received dust 
instead. In Adam’s time the Lord pro- 
nounced the curse upon the serpent 
because the latter had become the 
tool of Satan. He announced that 
“dust shalt thou eat all the days of 
thy life” (Gen. 3:14). In the future, 
with the one exception of the ser- 
pent’s method of taking its food, the 
curse shall be removed from the 
earth. The wolf and the lamb shall 
feed together, the lion shall eat straw 
like the bullock, and even the poison 
shall be removed from the fangs of 
the serpent (Isa. 11:8). Yet though 
the creation is thus restored, “dust 
shall be the serpent’s meat” (Isa. 
65:25). 

From the very moment when Luci- 
fer in his pride, cried out, “I will .. . 
I will . . .” he was doomed to ever- 
lasting disappointment. The creature 
who thinks even for a moment that he 
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can get along without God, that he 
can accomplish anything in his own 
power, is doomed to the sensation 
best described as “dust in the mouth.” 
The first experience the fallen cherub 
knew was that of seeing his domain 
in waste and desolation without being 
able to do a thing about it. There 
must have come upon him with stun- 
ned surprise the knowledge that his 
beauty and wisdom were insufficient 
for the task which now lay before 
him. He had wanted to possess 
Heaven and earth, but he discovered 
that it was a judged universe and 
that he had no power to set it right. 
There began to dawn in his darkened 
mind the fact that his wisdom was 
not omniscience, that his power was 
not omnipotence, that he was a crea- 
ture and had no ability to create. He 
had lifted himself toward Heaven in 
a surge of awful desire to be like God, 
and his mouth was now filled with 
dust. He had carried with him a group 
of angels and demons who had been 
willing to accept his authority, and 
they would learn that all of them 
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with their combined intelligence and 
power would be unable to put the 
chaotic world together again. 

A little later we see the Spirit of 
God brooding upon the face of the 
deep, with a brooding which was a 
thought of love, and which contained 
a plan of redemption. There must 
have been another brooding also, the 
brooding of Satan, dark and sinister. 
Pride was wounded and hatred was 
feeding and fattening upon itself. 
There is no picture more dreadful 
than that of Satan roaming in the 
midst of the destroyed creation, to- 
tally impotent. There was the appetite 
of desire to be, to act, to possess, and 
there was the fulfillment of a sense 
of emptiness, of inaction because of 
inability, and of the possession of a 
shell, a fragment, a waste and deso- 
lation. The mouth had watered for 
a delicacy, the grasping bite had filled 
tongue and teeth with dust. Here was 
the ultimate in absolute frustration. 
Satan may well have raved in the 
madness of that chaotic darkness. If 
he called out, “Let there be light,” 
there was no answer save the empty 
echo of his cry ranging through dead 
sparks of former suns and the deso- 
lation of a ruined earth. 

Let every man and woman who 
wishes to be independent of God in 
Christ know that the path of any 
creature who cuts loose from a sur- 
rendered dependence upon the Re- 
deemer-God is im the path of Luci- 
fer. Emptiness, inability, frustration, 
dust: these are the portion of the man 
who walks his own way. Satisfaction 
is not to be found outside of God as 
revealed in Jesus Christ, and obedi- 
ence to His will. There is no other 
source of joy. 

During the second world war, when 
the forces of Germany were at their 
farthest point of advance, a cartoon 
was published in the London Star 
which perfectly illustrates our point. 
It appeared at the moment when Hit- 
ler’s armies were in the foothills of 
the Caucasus, and Rommel was 
standing within the borders of Egypt, 
boasting that he would be resting in 
Cairo within a week or two. Then, 
suddenly, the Russian power began 
to make itself felt, and the armies of 
Montgomery (who advanced with the 
Bible and Pilgrim’s Progress), began 
their victorious march across Africa. 
The cartoon showed Hitler standing 
on tiptoe upon a heap of skulls, 
reaching into the sky where his 
fingers were just barely missing a 
cloud in the shape of the word “Vic- 
tory.” The title of the cartoon was. 
“Tt is always just out of reach.” So 
it is for Satan, and so it shall be for 
all who follow in any path of rebellion 
against the one will of God. 

(To be continued) 





TOMORROW (Continued from page 9) 
demonstrated in our contemporary 
history that a small cadre of highly 
trained men can be the force to take 
over whole cities and populations. 
This has been true with the rise of 
Fascism, Nazism and Communism. 
The great part which the Romanists 
played in the rise of Hitler was dis- 
cussed at length and documented in 
the Editor’s “Tomorrow” article in the 
June, 1941 issue of Revelation. Even 
stronger proofs of the Jesuit backing 
of Mussolini were presented in De- 
cember, 1943. All political Romanism 
is dominated, of course, by the Jesu- 
its, and they are in a particularly 
commanding position in the U. S. 


The Roman Catholics and 
the A.C.C. 


A second fact has come to our 
notice that is also of great signifi- 
cance. The writer has often wondered 
how a very small minority group— 
the American Council of Churches— 
was able to secure such prominent 
publicity, out of all reasonable pro- 
portion to its membership or the im- 
portance of its news. The Editor be- 
lieves he now knows the reason, and 
a very sinister one it is. In one of 
the greatest of the news bureaus 
there is a man who is in charge of 
policy. A Roman Catholic, he is 
known as the contact man who has 
often been able to kill certain news 
stories detrimental to the Roman 
Church. In order to protect our 
sources, we will change slightly the 
ecclesiastic nick-name by which he 
is known to his fellow workers and 
call him “The Monk.” Some few 
weeks ago the American Council sent 
an open letter to President Eisen- 
hower. If any newsman were rating 
news by its importance, it would 
never have reached the first pages 
of the nation’s newspapers. But on 
the day that the story was sent in 
by the A.C.C., an underling was about 
to file it as routine when a superior 
said, “Give that a big play. Anything 
that comes from those boys is to be 
played up. Orders from The Monk.” 

Now the writer would be the first 
to defend the American Council of 
Churches from any charge of com- 
plicity with the Romanists, but it 
seems clear that the Romanists are 
using the American Council’s re- 
peated attacks on the mass of Protes- 
tantism. The Editor is going to con- 
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.tinue to judge all things by the light 
of the Bible, and commend truth and 
condemn error as the Holy Spirit 
leads in that light; but that only ac- 
centuates the necessity of weighing 
the expression of criticisms very 
carefully so that nothing we say can 
be used by the Romanists against 
Protestants with whom we may have 
to stand, with our backs against the 
wall, in a fight for our important 
liberties, however largely we may 
disagree with them in other spheres 
of thought. The Jesuits, who have 
their men in so many key posts in our 
news world, have determined to use 
the attackers of the Protestant clergy 
for Roman Catholic purposes. 


Warning Voices 

What voices are being raised in 
warning against this Romanist infil- 
tration? At first only a few, but re- 
cently more and more are heard. The 
stature and quality of one recent 
statement can be inferred from its 
treatment by the New York Times. 
This statement rated a front-page, 
two-column article, and is one of the 
very few Protestant documents ever 
to have been reproduced in full in 
that paper. A Detroit newspaper car- 
ried it eight columns wide with a 
banner headline across an entire 
page. The following day the New 
York Times published an editorial on 
the document, saying that it “de- 
serves to be read by every American 
interested in effectively combating 
Communism—and that includes prac- 
tically all of us.” This greatest of 
American newspapers then went on: 
“A more profoundly anti-Communist 
document could hardly be imagined. 
But instead of merely denouncing the 
iniquities of international Commu- 
nism, which is the easiest thing in the 
world to do, the Council has with 
clarity and with courage pointed to 
some of the traps into which the 
American people are in danger of 
falling as they struggle to preserve 
the world and themselves from the 
Communist menace.” What is this 
statement that rates such high praise? 
It is the “Letter to Presbyterians 
Concerning the Present Situation in 
Our Country and in the World,” is- 
sued by the General Council of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.. 
over the signatures of Dr. John A. 
Mackay and Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake. 


Roman Catholic Reaction to the 
Presbyterian Letter 

““Oh!” says’ someone, “I’ve heard 
people say that Dr. Mackay is one of 
the top collaborationists with Com- 
munism, and here the New York 
Times calls his letter profoundly anti- 
Communist! Which should I believe?” 
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That slander against Presbyterian 
Moderator Mackay was originated by 
J. B. Matthews in The American 
Mercury last July, and Matthews is 
the man who was hand-picked per- 
sonally by Roman Catholic Joe Mc- 
Carthy to be executive director of his 
subcommittee. You must expect such 
smears against a man who points with 
courage to the traps being prepared 
for Americans. The Roman Catholics 
were not mentioned by name in the 
letter, but they knew they were in- 
cluded. The proof lies in a communi- 
cation addressed to the Washington 
Star by Dr. Charles A. Hart, Catholic 
University theologian, who had no 
difficulty understanding the Presby- 
terian Letter. 

“Very evidently the council uses 
the words ‘authoritarian system’ as a 
term of opprobrium .. . to be applied 
equally to Communism and Catholi- 
cism,” declared Dr. Hart. 

Earlier in his comments the Roman 
Catholic spokesman quickly discerned 
what he terms “the implication that 
by and large there is not much dif- 
ference between the Communist au- 
thoritarianism and the _ so-called 
‘Catholic authoritarianism.’ ” 

The Jesuits do not have to see 
their name spelled out in capital let- 
ters in order to know that they have 
been discovered. They know what 
they are doing. They know the direc- 
tion in which they are moving. They 
are seeking for full power. They have 
to be discovered. 


What Does the Letter Say? 

Upon receiving the Presbyterian 
Letter, the writer read it three times; 
first to grasp its content, second to 
discover its purposes, and third to 
analyze its position. What does it say? . 
It was written to present to the world 
three great issues: 1) the church 
must stand before the world as the 
prophets stood in Israel, standing 
against evil no matter where it is 
found; 2) the end does not justify the 
means, and the highest standards of 
truthfulness must be restored; 3) the 
ultimate human obligation is not se- 
curity or any man-made order, but 
to make sure that our methods con- 
form to the will of God, who will by 
His sovereign rule control the course 
of history. 


Criticism of the Letter 

The language of the letter is some- 
what complicated and subject to mis- 
interpretation. Several of its phrases 
seemed almost doomed to be misun- 
derstood and used against the letter’s 
authors. That is exactly what hap- 
pened. Within a few days the criti- 
cisms began to come in and they came 
from a variety of sources. Some, of 
course, were from men who have de- 
cided that no good can come from 
any of the large denominations, and 
so have denied to themselves the pos- 
sibility of unprejudiced observation. 
This is greatly to be lamented, for the 
zeal of these Christian brethren 
would be of service to the whole of 
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the Church in the struggle against all 
forms of absolutism. 

Other criticisms came from Chris- 
tians within the Presbyterian church 


REV. MA. ZBOMAN (Copyrighted) eral Council or the Boards. Regular 
readers of Erernttry do not have to be 
EVANGELIZING ISRAEL told that we do not endorse all the 
doings of these official bodies; but 
Q. How is the Gospel of Messiah Jesus received in Israel? neither do we condemn them all. We 
A. Gladly. Human nature has not changed very much. We read in the New Testa- try to be objective in our thinking. 
ment that when Jesus preached “the common people heard Him gladly.” Today, But many of these critics have cem- 
pede ory Jew in Israel is tolerant and liberal, and is ready to hear the Gospel pletely missed, or what is worse, pur- 
: posely ignored, the three great points 
r — a tN ern we ee fom of the letter, and have called it a 
. willl accept an re ng ma r, whether it is an or no raelis . * . ” 
are particularly anxious 'e receive the Bible, both the Old as well as the New product of apostate thinking. Let = 
Testaments. Missionaries have been ful in placing Bibles in schools, libraries, ask them: Is it apostate to believe in 
the prophet-like duty of the Church? 


and in reading rooms in collective farms and villages. 
To champion the supreme importance 
Q@. Is there no opposition or persecution of Christian missionaries in Israel? ’ 
of truth? To assert God’s sovereignty 


A. Indeed there is,—only last November (1953) a Hebrew Christian, on leaving a ‘3 pe «pte 
Christian meeting place, was followed by two Orthodox Jewish youths, and when over history? Christian principle and 
they approached a dark, deserted street they attacked the defensel Hebrew honesty demand that a critic face the 
Christian and stabbed him with a knife. Recently the Hebrew Orthodox Press in central issues of a document before 
Israel has launched a systematic and scurrolous attack on all missionary activity h tta k its d tails 
carried on by Christian organizations, and thus has instigated violence against € a CK 1 e ae 
missionaries as well as Hebrew believers in Christ. The common people are Still other criticisms centered 
anxious to hear the Gospel story. It is this widespread interest in the Gospel by around the Democratic-Republican 
See Te: asaah do Aunts 200 wetaaen; b guen. th vandens aieteiee Giagreement over the value to cur 
rouse ignoran reats and violence. league coun ristian ° ° ae : 
conversions has also been organized by the zealots in Jerusalem. foreign policy of negotiation with 

Communist countries. These critics 


feel that the letter entered this ques- 
tion on the side of Adlai Stevenson, 
who has continually urged, along with 
The Scott Mission is giving its unreserved support to several Hebrew the British, more negotiation. On this 


Christians in Israel, whose missi: y testi y has been blessed and rtisan * se 
owned of God. Your fervent prayers and interest will encourage * —s — other a ~~ 

those who, in the midst of bitter opposition, are faithfully proclaim- Sues raised y e etter, such as the 
ing Jesus as the Messiah, and Red. , the Holy One of Israel. Christian’s attitude toward the United 


Pray without ceasing. Nations, we do not wish to comment 
at this time, for it would draw us 
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WA In view of the considerable criti- 

THE «© FOAMS +> MOOI MO, INC cism of the letter, Dr. Eugene C. 
BRS SPADINA BNE. TORSO ene Blake stood up to defend it and to 
J. H. HUNTER, L.L.D., Chairman of the Board add a few words of clarification. His 

statement is reported in Time maga- 
zine’s Religion section, Dec. 28, 1953. 
“At least one quarter to be watched 
by Protestants,” said Dr. Blake, “is 
the plans and programs of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy . . . Certainly the 
Protestant churches have much more 
important things to do than to resist 
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fully anti-Communistic, is the Ro- 
man Church. The General Council 
letter does strike back at this Roman 
propaganda line, which has been ex- 
traordinarily successful even among 
Protestants in the face of the obvious 
facts that where the Roman Church 
is dominant, you regularly find Com- 
munism stronger than where the free 
churches are dominant. Furthermore, 
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this idea that only Roman Catholics 
can be trusted to be anti-Communist 
is having, on the authority of the 
Christian Science Monitor, some very 
dangerous results in the loyalty in- 
vestigations in Washington . . .” 


The Investigations and the 
Inquisition 

‘hese investigations must be con- 
sidered. ‘Lhe Presbyterian letter says, 
“A subtle but potent assault upon 
basic human rights is now in pro- 
gress.” The critics say, ‘Nothing 
could be further from the truth. The 
investigations now being conducted 
ao not resort to the methods of the 
inquisition but, on the contrary, are 
conducted with a zealous regard for 
the dignity and the rights of the in- 
aiviaual.” As we look closely at this 
question, it becomes evident that 
tnese critics are not thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the Roman Catholic 
inquisition in Spain and its principles 
of operation. In order to give validity 
to our analysis, may we remind our 
readers that the Editor prepared in 
life to be a professor of history on the 
university level, and spent several 
years doing graduate work in this 
tield in Europe as well as in America. 
First, the Inquisition had its inform- 
ers. So does the McCarthy Com- 
mittee. 2) The victims were not con- 
fronted by their accusers. In many 
cases the victims in the U. S. are not 
allowed to meet and answer their ac- 
cusers. 3) In both cases the victims 
frequently did not and do not know 
even the identity of the accusers. 4) 
In both cases there is an implicit pre- 
supposition of guilt. But this one 
parallel is not necessarily bad. When 
a man’s rights are at stake he is 
brought before a court which has the 
power to suspend his liberties. Under 
these circumstances it is essential that 
he be considered innocent until he 
be proved guilty. But when a man’s 
privileges, such as government serv- 
ice or leadership, are at stake, it is 
right and fitting that the burden of 
proof should be on him to demon- 
strate that he is innocent of grave and 
impressive charges brought against 
him, and fully qualified to continue 
in his position of trust and responsi- 
bility. 5) The inquiries in the time of 
the Inquisition were made regarding 
the things within the sphere of a 
man’s mind—concerning his beliefs, 
his intellectual life, his religious 
thinking, his associates. The same is 
true in-many of the investigations be- 
ing carried on before Congressional 
committees. 6) Neither in the Inquisi- 
tion nor before a Congressional com- 
mittee is there opportunity usually 
for cross-examination by the defense. 


The accusers are not there to be ~ 
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questioned as to their truthfulness 
and motives. Now even though the 
letter’s critics approve of McCarthy’s 
methods, is it fair to call it “apostate 
thinking” when the Presbyterian 
Council urges that those methods 
threaten our liberties? Obviously not. 


Communist Tactics 

The New York Times editors are 
intelligent, clear-thinking men. They 
called the document “profoundly an- 
ti-Communist.” Yet some critics seem 
to have been taken in by a standard 
Communist trick, and come up with 
this blow below the belt: “This recent 
Presbyterian General Council letter 
was of sufficient propaganda value to 
the Reds that it received wide ac- 
claim in the Communist press, includ- 
ing the Communist Daily Worker 
(November 4) and People’s Press (of 
same date).” This is the most un- 
reasonable criticism of all. Let me 
quote just two fragments from the 
letter that indicate its stand against 
Communism: “Communism, as we 
know to our sorrow, is committed on 
principle to a philosophy of lying.” 
“Despite its pretention to be striving 
after ‘liberation, Communism en- 
slaves in the name of freedom.” And 
there is much more. 

Almost everyone realizes by now 
that the Communists play up many 
things they are actually fighting 
against, such as our own Constitu- 
tion, its first ten amendments, known 
as the Bill of Rights, Eisenhower’s 
December speech to the United Na- 
tions, and anything which will make 
us think they love peace and liberty. 
Even minimal thinking should have 
caused these critics to see that the 
Communists are not really in sym- 
pathy with a document when they 
deny its three great statements. 


Nazi Tactics 


The Communist line for the mo- 
ment is to reach for any possible 
support they can find to uphold civil 
rights in order that they may use 
those civil rights to attack our way of 
life and overthrow our government. 
But THE LAST THING IN THE WORLD 
WHICH WE SHOULD DO IS TO ABANDON 
CIVIL RIGHTS IN ORDER TO STRIKE AT 
THE Communists. That was Hitler’s 
way. We must beat the Communists, 
not by fascism but by truth. That is 
the Christian way. 

From an_ outstanding German 
churchman, who lived through the 
controversy of the days of Hitler’s 
rise and the horror of what Nazism 
became, came the following letter to 
Dr. Mackay: 

“My honored and beloved brother 
in Christ: . . . I want to thank you 
for the Council statement of your 
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Church, which has been published 
recently in the Oecumenical Press- 
Service. I think your Council state- 
ment is an especially significant deed. 
If our Church in Germany, at the 
beginnings of Hitler, had warned 
against him as unanimously and thor- 
oughly as you do today against the 
corresponding movement in America, 
we might have been spared perhaps 
unspeakable grief and guilt . . . May 
I, who experienced the whole hard- 
ships of the Hitler-times with vigilant 
criticism and who, terrified, sees in 
our country and elsewhere similar 
symptoms of a movement which 
might take the same course as that of 
Hitler, thank you therefore most 
heartily for the service which your 
Church lends to your native country 
and the whole world. In brotherly 
fellowship bound to you in Christ.” 

This German Christian sees the 
importance of the Presbyterian docu- 
ment as a potent weapon for de- 
mocracy. It is a warning against all 
forms of absolutism, Communist as 
well as those that attack more subtly 
under the guise of being fanatically 
anti-Communist. Any fanaticism to 
which a man gives himself is taking 
at least a part of the place of devotion 
and dedication which Jesus Christ 
alone deserves. 

In May, 1953, at the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., in Minneapolis, Dr. Mackay 
said: “Detestation of Communism is 
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producing in certain circles a relig- 
ious fervor, and this fervor is creat- 
ing a substitute religion. A passion- 
ate, unreflective opposition to the 
Communist demon is coming to be 
regarded as the one and only true 
expression of Americanism and even 
of Christianity. 

“It is proper to abhor Communism. 
Communism is an evil; let there be 
no mistake about that. But . . . it is 
perilous for any human being to live 
by negation. No man dare dedicate 
his life in an absolute sense to combat 
something unless he proclaims and in- 
carnates in his own life the positive 
values for which men should stand. 
Two perils are inherent in this atti- 
tude of religious negation. 

“Fanatical anti-Communists admit 
as partners with them in their cru- 
sade totalitarian elements of the Fas- 
cist type. Let there be no mistake 
about this. The victory of Fascists, 
political, social or religious, would be 
as disastrous for the United States 
and humanity as would the victory of 
Communism. And this Fascist demon 
is by no means dead; it awaits the 
chance to assert itself in our own and 
other countries. It would be ready 
to fill the vacuum which would en- 
sue after the demon of Communism 
had been exorcised; that is to say, 
unless positive values were ready to 
fill the void.” 

Christian Tactics 

A strong united statement of the 
positive values of Christianity is 
needed. 

It is a criminal waste that there 
should be such tension between men 
who believe in the same Lord Jesus 
Christ and love the same Word of 
God. Considering the nature of our 
danger and its great and growing 
extent, we must waste less zeal on 
internal controversy and unite in 
mutual endorsement of the mutually 
held central truths of the gospel, sal- 
vation in Jesus Christ alone, the re- 
sponsibility of the Church to stand 
like the prophets for righteousness in 
the face of any opposition, the majesty 
of whole truth without sly slurs and 
the sovereignty of God in His rule of 
history. 

What should we do? For Protestant 
Christians, facing the world threats 
of the great false absolutisms, the 
time may be closer than we think 
when, in the words of Ben Franklin, 
we must hang together or we will 
hang separately. Strife among breth- 
ren who are going to fellowship with 
one another for all of eternity has 
always been wrong; it may soon be 
fatal. May God give us the grace to 
see clearly, to love strongly, to be- 
lieve firmly, to think fairly and to 
speak honestly. Enp 





JUNGLE DOCTOR (Cont. from page 7) 


The light of the flashlight was 
focused on the figure at my feet. It 
was Simba, and driven deeply into 
his ribs, just beneath his heart, was 
what looked like the snapped-off 
shaft of an arrow, with the whole of 
its head in the African hunter’s chest. 
I bent down quickly to feel his pulse. 
It was beating quite strongly. 

“Samson, Kefa,” I ordered, “quick- 
ly, we must get him out of here into 
the car, into the hospital. Smartly 
now—up easy. Lete nzeg-nzeg—Bring 
the stretcher.” 

I was conscious of figures moving 
forward in the darkness, that flicker- 
ing light that might have meant any- 
thing in the way of an attack. Obvi- 
ously the thing to do was to take no 
notice and carry on. Carefully Daudi 
and I lifted the wounded man to the 
stretcher. Through the jagged gash 
in the wall of the house we carried 
him to the back of the car. Simba’s 
eyes opened. 

“Bwana,” he said thickly, “Bwana, 
M’bovu stabbed . . .” Then his eyes 
closed and his lips moved wordlessly. 

The glare of the sunlight after the 
darkness of the African house almost 
blinded me. I groped for a loaded 
syringe and gave Simba injections 
which might well save his life. 

The village came to life with angry 
tribesmen moving towards us. The 
wild-eyed Africans scurried for safety 
as we drove away in a cloud of dust. 

“Yah,” came Daudi’s voice, “behold, 
it is surely the hand of God that we 
got away from that place without 
harm. Kah, I had doubts when we 
were there in the darkness. They 
could see us and we could not see 
them.” 

The path swung in a wide semi- 
circle. I twisted the wheel and before 
us loomed the baobab tree that 
guarded the witch doctor’s house. 
Standing in the bright sunlight was 
Ng’oma in his full witch doctor’s rig, 
a vast, tufted headdress of piebald 
bull skin, the leopard’s teeth worn 
round his neck showing starkly 
against his black skin. He raised his 
arms with the white bone disc on 
them, the sign of his evil profession. 
He moved majestically round as we 
passed, his hands lifted like claws. 
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“Yah,” said Daudi, “see how he 
curses.” 

“Hongo,” I said, “and what are the 
curses of a witch doctor when we 
have already seen the hand of God? 
Did we not pray and has not God 
already answered?” 

“Hongo,” said Daudi, “truly, Bwana, 
but we must pray very much more if 
Simba is to live.” 

* * a” 


“Bwana,” called Kefa from the back 
of the car, “drive more gently. Heh, 
behold, the arrow is doing damage 
within his chest. Drive gently.” 

At that moment came the ominous 
hiss of a puncture. 

“Hongo,” said Samson, “Bwana, I 
will mend that. You do what you can 
for Simba.” 

We both jumped to the ground. 
With a speed and dexterity that spoke 
of long practice, he unscrewed the 
spare wheel, got the jack into position 
and proceeded to remove ‘the flat tire. 

“Bwana,” said Daudi, “what should 
we do?” 

“Cover the wound, prevent infec- 
tion, treat for shock and put a sterile 
dressing over the wound.” 

I washed my hands under the thin 
stream of water from the spout of a 
battered kettle which Kefa poured 
for me and examined Simba, cleaning 
as best I could the edges of the 
wound, and then putting a large pad 
over the whole area. Strips of stick- 
ing-plaster kept it in place. Gently 
with my finger I tapped his chest in 
the way that doctors do. Kefa listened 
attentively. On the side that was not 
damaged came the ordinary note of a 
normal chest, but on the side where 
the arrow lay within the actual chest, 
the sound was peculiar and drum- 
like. 

“Yah,” said Kefa, “Bwana, it sounds 
as though the chest that side is 
empty.” 

“Heh, that is just it, Kefa. Behold, 
does not your lung collapse if a hole 
is made in the chest, like the one 
made by this arrow? Heh, is it not 
like when a thorn is stuck into a tire, 
or a nail into a football bladder? Does 
it not collapse? That is the reason. 
Hongo, and perhaps it is a good thing, 
because there will be less damage 
done by the rough barbs of this ar- 
row. Yah, it must have gone close to 
his heart, though.” 

My hand was on the African’s pulse. 
It was not a particularly good pulse 
but it certainly showed a considerable 
amount of life. 

“Hongo, things could have been a 
great deal worse. Come, we must get 
him into a comfortable position so 
that the arrow inside does as little 
damage as possible until we can re- 
move it at the hospital.” 
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Slowly toward us down the path 
came an African girl. On her fore- 
head, above her eye, was a weird 
horn-like affair, three or four inches 
long. 

“Yoh,” I said, “Daudi, look at that 
girl. Does she not look like Chiboku, 
the rhinoceros, but, heh, the horn is 
in the wrong place.” 

“Kumbe, Bwana,” replied Daudi, 
“that is the work of Ng’oma. It is one 
of his great works as a medicine man, 
to remove the cause of pains in the 
head. He puts on that horn. There is 
a hole in it. He sucks all the air out, 
closes the hole with some juice from 
the rubber tree. It is left there, 
Bwana, for perhaps two hours and 
then he takes the horn off and shakes 
into his hand bits of bone and hair, 
and perhaps portions of a thorn. All 
these, Bwana, he has in his hand al- 
ready, but he says they come from 
within your head and they are the 
cause of your headaches. Heh, truly 
it is strong medicine.” Daudi raised 
one eyebrow comically. 

Samson got up from under the car 
covered with dust. He wiped the per- 
spiration from his forehead. 

“Ready, Bwana. We can move on 
now, the wheel is right.” 

“Yah,” said Daudi, looking at the 
girl as she walked past, “Bwana, be- 
hold, we have a greater job to do than 
to put a horn on a head. We must 
remove from within a man the barbed 
head of an arrow.” 

Carefully I slipped the car into 
gear. We moved slowly over an in- 
credibly bumpy road. 

“What is it,’ I asked, dodging a 
huge pothole, “that is easy to get into 
you and is hard to get out of you?” 

“Easy, Bwana. What is easier to 
get into you than an arrow, and what 
is harder to get out than an arrow 
with barbs on it?” 

“Heh, and what is it that is easy to 
get into your soul and you cannot get 
out by yourself?” 

“Hongo,” smiled ‘Daudi, “that is 
easy also. That is sin.’ 

“Tf we left that arrow in Simba’s 
chest, what then?” 

“Kah, Bwana, he would die.” 

“Can he remove it by himself?” 

“Ng’o, Bwana, of course he can’t. 
It is in there very close to his heart 
and is very dangerous.” 

I nodded. “Heh, we can remove it 
for him. It is a very good thing that 
Jesus can remove from our hearts 
that deadly thing, barbed, that would 
produce death.” 

“Heh,” said Daudi, “Bwana, I am 
glad that I asked Him to do that for 
me.” 

“This makes me think of the words 
of God. God caused Jesus, who Him- 
self knew nothing of sin, actually to 
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be sin for our sakes, so that in Jesus 
we might be made good with the 
goodness of God.” 

We pulled up at that moment out- 
side the hospital. Kefa ran off to see 
that everything was ready in the op- 
erating room, while I watched Simba 
being carried through the hospital 
door, and being laid on the bed where 
some years before I had seen him lie 
after his thigh and his shoulder had 
been torn by the lion. I thought of 
how a blood transfusion in those days, 
by an African Christian girl, had 
meant all the difference between life 





and death. I thought of how she had 
said to me: 

“Bwana, if Jesus loved me enough 
to die that I might have the life that 
goes on and on without finish, surely 
I could give a pint of blood to save a 
man’s ordinary life.” 

My mind went back to the time 
when in this very room the hunter, 
Simba, who lay there now uncon- 
scious, had come back from the gates 
of death to ordinary life and had dis- 
covered the way to the life that is 
eternal. The blood transfusion had 
been the picture to him of how new 
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life came from God to man. I remem- 
bered sitting out underneath the 
pomegranate tree and explaining to 
him that Jesus was the visible way 
that God the invisible One could be 
understood. 

There was something now of the 
same appearance about the African 
as he lay there; the greenish tinge in 
his skin, his lips parted dryly and his 
obvious difficulty in breathing. I 
looked out across the plain and away 
there to the north was the place 
where he had fought with the lion, 
and where the claws of the king of 
beasts had been strong and cruel and 
damaging. Then I looked across at 
the village of M’bovu, where there 
was nothing of the straightforward- 
ness of a lion, but a sinister, furtive, 
danger-spot, bristling with opposition. 

Kefa was at my shoulder, “Bwana, 
what instruments will you want?” 

Carefully I went over with him 
what we would need. I pointed out a 
syringe with a long needle. 

“Bring the penicillin. Behold, in 
this way we will bring discomfort to 
the germs that are at the moment 
rejoicing in the chest, the dudus that 
cling to the barbs of that arrow.” 

“Hongo,” said Kefa, “behold, 
Bwana, we have this medicine of 
great strength, while Ng’oma over 
there puts the horn of a ram or a goat 
on the heads of people and produces 
things that aren’t there. Heh, surely 
ours is the way of wisdom.” 

“Heh, and ours is the way that 
brings life.” 

Minutes later the stretcher was be- 
ing carried to our jungle operating 
theatre. Perisi behind me spoke very 
much more slowly than usual, hiding 
her emotion. 

“Bwana, do you think he'll be all 
right?” 

“Heheeh, I think so. While I work 
though, you pray. The work will not 
be easy, but it can be done safely, 
and also the germs within him which 
could produce death, they will be 
controlled with the medicine, peni- 
cillin. In this next hour, Perisi, think 
of the peace of God, which keeps our 
hearts. Ask Him to keep your heart 
and my hands.” 

The African girl nodded, her eyes 
dimmed with tears as she turned 
away. Thirty-five minutes later I 
removed from between his ribs a 
barbed head and two inches of 
broken shaft of arrow. Half an inch 
further up and Simba must have died 
with his heart torn by this ugly 
weapon. 

Samson’s voice, deep and strong, 
broke the silence of the theatre. 

“Bwana, do you realize he must 
have been stabbed from behind?” 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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